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New clause put and a division taken With
the following reslt:-

Ayes . .

Nfoes . .

Majority against .. 2

HOn. J. Duffeli
Hon. V. Hamnereley,
Hon. A. Lovekin

N
Hon. H. P. Colebateb
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Ron. J. Nicholson
Han. E. Rose

YEl

osi

a.
lion. H. Stewart
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane

(Teler.)

a.
Hon. A. J . H., Saw
Hon. P. E. a. Willmoti
Finn..A K furill

(Tell"r.)

New clause thus negatived.
Title--agreed to.
Dill reported with amendments.

Recommittad.
Bill recommitted to further consider

Clauses 2, 14 and a new clause.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 3:
Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I urge that

the old period of three mouths be allowed to
stand. The principal objection to the ex-
tended period is that it is difficult to deter-
mine whether a dog is six months old or not.
Contention arises between the inspectors and
owners, and dogs may escape registration for
six months or longer. At three months the
difficulty is not so great. The Kennell Club
is quite in accord with the three months pro-
viin I hope the clause will be negatived.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
clause as printed will bring our law into uni-
formity with that of the Eastern States.
Everywhere else the provision is six months.

Holn. J1. M. Macfarlane: That is no reasn
why we should depart from the existing prac-
tice.

Eon. H. Stewart: Is the Eastern States
legislation of recent deit

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is the existing legislation.

Clause put, and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Ayes.
Hon. H. P. Colebateb
Hon. J. Duffell

Hon. A. Loveb
Ron. It. Stow

Noes.
I 1~.L.ISH. Bonn

A. flarvill
V. Haersley
J. J. Holmes
J. Nicholson

Clause thus negattived.
Clause 14-Amendment of Third Schedule:
The MINISTER FORk EDUCATION: The

amendment I have to move in this clause is
really consequential upon our having made
all registrations start from the 30th June. I1
Move-

That the following be added to the
clause: "and the Schedule is further
amended by inserting the words '31sft day
of December' in lieu of the words '30th
day of June.' 11

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as.
amended, agreed to.

New clause:
The MtINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I

move-
That the following be inserted to stand

as Clause 14: "The Second Schedule is
amended by substituting the words 130th
day of June' for the words '31st day of
December' in forms (a) and (b)."'

New clause put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR EDUJCATION

There is also a consequential amendment in
Clause 12.

The CHAIRMAN: flat is so.
Bill

mrexts.
again reported, with further amend-

House adjourned at 1O.85 p.m4.

eislative Eosemtbip,
Wednesday, 13th December, 1992.

9 UesUon: i-ww Mcvmsory Board. Qindnn~uW

Slttn%Hou-
- StandhnsOrders Suspension. Tmxtiosnk ..l .

Blls: Lad and Income Tax Asimeet Amend-
Inmeet, report, tn.....................

Land Ta= ad Inone Tax, Comn, report, an,
art LicenshinzAct Anisadment, 0o"0918 Ameand-

man .. .e..d.

nAsAl Esu a: Tos discussed, Mtoob
Wets Stippl. kweing. and Dnaqp..

Hen. A. J. H. Saw
Hont F. E.Ga. Willmot
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane

(Test".)

2186
2188
2186
2186
2186

216
218

2105

2221
219$

The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
nt 2.80 p.m., and read Prayers.



2186 ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTION-RAILWAY ADVISORY
BOARiD.

Visit to Quindasissg.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier: 1, Are
'the Government aware that a previus ar-
Tangenient for the Railway Advisory Board
to visit the Quindanning district in connection
-with the provision of railway facilities was
-postponed owing to war conditons? 2, Is it
the intention of the Government to comply
with my recent request that the board should
be instructed to visit Quindanuing and report
on the question of a railway to serve that
rich and well settled district?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, The
matter will receive consideration.

QUESTION-EASTERN STATES
COMPETITION.

Alban.y and its hinterland.

Capt. CARTER asked the Premier: 1, Is
hie aware that merchants and manufacturers
in Perth are unable to successfully compete
'with Eastern States firms for business within
the State of Western Australia, notably Al-
bany and its h~interland? 2, is he also aware
that the reason for this is that railway freights
from Perth to Albany are so high and that
sufficient space is not available on the sea
route? 3, Will the Government increase the
facilities for trade or lower railway freights
on goods made in Western Australia?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, No. 3,
The matter will receive consideration.

QUESTION-SITTING HOURS.

Mr. PICKERING, without notice, asked
the Premier: In view of the fact that there
is no prospect of completing the business
-of Parliament before Christmas, does ho
intend to continue sitting at 2.30 p.m. in.
stead of 4.30 1

Hon. P. Collier: It is not worth while
mnaking n alteration.

The PREMIER replied: I do not propose
to make any alteration. There is some
business which nmust be got through before
ve adjourn over the holidays.

Mr. Pickering: When shall we prorogueI
The PREMIER: As soon as ever the

business is got through.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-

ceived and read notifying assent to the
following Bills:-

1, Western Australian Bank Act Amend.
meat (Private).

2, Company's Act Amendment.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

Taraalion Bill.
The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell

-Northamn) [2.35]: I move-

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
the Land and Income Tax Assessment
Amendment Bill and the Land Tax ann
Income Tax Bill to be passed through
their remaining stages on this day.

Question put and passed.

BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted to

the Council.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

In Committee.
Resumed from the previous day; Mr. Angelo

in the Chair, the Premier in charge of the Bill.
Clause 3-Rate of income tax:

The CHAIRMAN :The Premier has
nmoved a', amendment in this clause, to
strike out, in line 2, the figures ''7,766''
and insert ''6,672'' in lieu thereof.

Ron. P'. COLLIER: When the exemption
clauses were first submitted, the Premier
intimated that the total loss of revenue
which would be occasioned by the carrying
of the first new clause, the one which was
defeated, eanauted to £73,000. The second
new clause, providing an exemption of only
£100 for single persons, must have very
materially reduced the amount of the
prospective loss. The Premier estimates it
at £30,000 a year. I suppose the figures
quoted by the Premier have been worked
out by the departmental officers. In order
to make good the loss of £30,000, the Pre-
inier prpoe to increase the rate of tax-
and that is the amendment we are now
dealing with. Last night the Premier
assured us that the increase proposed would
only recoup to him the amount being lost
by the exemption clauses, namely £30,000.
I have been endeavouring to take out some
figures on the subject, and I make the re-
suilt very much More. During the considera-
tion of the exemption clauses, all members
who spoke stated that there wast no desire
to cause, the Premier any loss of revenue,
and that they would be quite willing to
vote in any direction which would recoup
the Premier the amount involved. I take
it the Committee are still willing to do that.
Personally I am willing to make up the loss,
provided I am satisfied the proposal is to
make it up in what I consider to be an
equitable way. I feel sure that the Com-
mittee are not prepared to grant any in-
creame which will give the Premier more
than hie is losing; that is to say, the Com-
mittee are not willing at this juncture to
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grant any increased taxation. We want to
be satisfied that the Premier is not indulg-
ing in a little profiteering o1-er this matter.
I am inclined to think that lie is getting
the better of us, that by his proposed in-
crease he will not only make good the loss
to be sustained through the exemption
clauses, but that lhe will benefit to the ex-
tent of many thousands of pounds. The last
complete figures furnished by the Commnia-
sioner of Taxation relate to the year 1920-21.
The only method I have of estimating what
inerea.sed tnxation the Premier will receive
under his ameadmtent is by taking the aver-
age in the groups. The average income in
the group between £201 and £300 w-ill he
£250. That is a fair basis to take. 'Under
the proposal to increase the rate of tax to
.007d., the rate on £250 will be 3d. in tha
pound, or £3 2s. 6d., which each taxpayer will
have to pay on thut basis. In that group the
tax will be £42,103. Adding to that the
15 per cent. super tacx, wre have £48,000. In
that group alone, the increased taxation which
the Premier will receive under his amendment
will be £14,836.

The Premier: They do not pay on the first
£200.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that. Taking
the group from £E300 to £500, the average
salary will be £400 and from that group the
Premier will receive increased taxation
amounting to £18,214. In the next group
which ranges from £-500 to £700, giving an
average of £600, the increase will be £8,874.
In thme group from £700 to £1,000, which gives
an average salary of £850, the total increase
wvill be £14,096.

The Premier: Hlow mnuch do you put on
the present rate of taxation I

Hon. P. COLLIER: The difference between
.006d. and .007d.; that is all. I have taken
out the figures on the basis of the Premier's
own amendment.

The Premier: I thiak you must have taken
the wsrong basis.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not at all; that iis
thme difference.

The Premier: 'But it cannot be.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes it is.
The Premikr: You are not specially deal-

lag with the 15 per cent super tax.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Not specially, but that

is included in the figures I have given.
Rion. W. C. Angwin:- It is provided for in

Clatise 6 of the Bill.
Hon. P. COLLIER: In the next group

ranging from £1,001 to £1,500, which gives
an -average income of £1,250, the total increase
in taxation will be £19,344. The Comtmis-
sioner of Taxation shows two additional
groups, one from £1,500 to £5,000, and the
other from £6,000 upwardsi. It would be
difficult to arrive at an average salary in
those groups and any figure selected would
not te reliable. In the eireumnstnnres, I have
not made any calculations regarding those
groups. The total increased taxation that
would be received by the Premier under his
proposals, in the groups I have referred to,

would be £75,0h)0. It will tints be seen that
the Premier wvill receive considerably more
than Twas lost under the amendments recently
made. It is most difficult for members to
arrive at what the actual amount will be.

Mr. Davies: Do you know the groups from
vhich the greater part of the taxation comes?

rrThe 1Premnier: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion has given those figures.

lion. I. COLLIER: They can he worked
out. The rate of taxation increases with the
aijunt of the income, starting at 2d. and in-
creasing to 48d. on £7,766. I would like the
Premier to inform the Committee as to
whether lie has any figures showing the re-
stit to be gained front the application of
hisa auteadinent, either to the groups I have
mentioned or to the total. The Committee
should be satisfied that they are not being
asked to vote any more than is necessary to
juako up the less in taxation.

The Premier: I have assured you that you
-ire not doing so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But I cainnot reconcile
the figures.

The Premier: How mnuch do you make it7
Hon. P. COLLIER: I make it £75,000

without calculating anything respocting the
iast two groups. If the Premier can give
the Comnmittee any information along those
lines, it will assist members ia deciding
whether the proposed amendment is fair o.-
not. While the Premier has increased the
unocuUt of tax on other taxpayers so that the
IIaUJ reveiving a, salary of £300 will pay 58.,
and the main receiving £E400, 10s. increasing
accordingly until the man who receives £6,672
will pay the maximum rate, which will amount
to £E194 a year extra compared with the old
tax, persons with an income of £7,766 or over
wtill ya- precisely the sanme amount this year
as mnder the old rate bec-ause there will be
no increase whatever kor chim.

Mr. Pickering: The increase will start at
ain earlier stage in tho income.

Mr. Hughes: Yes, the middleman will cop
it all.

Hon. P. COLL1T: But there wvill be no in-
crease for the man receiving £E7,766 or over.

The Premier: Ours is the highest rate of
taxation in Australia aipart from the Federal
tax.

Hon. W,. C. Angwin: Under the Premier's
amendment the man receiving £6,672 would
reach the maximum tax.

lion. P. COLLIER: Yes, the man in receipt
of that salary will pay more than be did last
year.

Mr. Pickering: What about striking out
the provision for 48d. and substituting 54d.?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The man who receives
an income of £E7,766 will not pay a penny ia-
creaso in taxation.

The Premier: Yes, hie will, and he gets to
his maximum payment much quicker.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He does not. He
reaches it at £6,672 but he will not pay any
more on his income of £7,766.

The Premier: But he does reachi his niaxi-
um much quicker.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: That does not affect
the point at all. Hle will pay the same on
the higher salary.

The Premier: Who worked out these
figures for you?

Hon. P. COLLIER: That does not matter.
The Premier: Well, they are incorrect
Hion. P. OOLLIhf: They are by a

man who knows as much about it as
does the man who works for the Pre-
mier. However, it requires no knowledge
of figures to understand that the man
on the present maximum of £E7,766 will
not pay one penny increase, If the Pre-
mier proposes to make all taxpayers
bear this loss, why should those on £97,768
and upwards escape? If we were to apply
the increases all round, the man on £7,768
would have to pay £28 additional. since
we are asking those on lower incomes to pay
something extra, why is it not fair to ask
the man on £7,766 to pay something extra
also? The man at the top of the ladder is
to go free. We are justified in asmn
that the present tax is equitably propor-
tioned. If the graduation is at piresent
equitable, why is it that any increase also
should not be equitable right up to the
maximum?

The Premier: It has never heen suggested
that the graduation should continue right up.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I san not suggesting
that. What we declare in our Act to-day is
that we shall have a graduated tax starting
at 2d. and reaching up to a maximum of 48d.
in the £1. Now the Premier says that, in
order to make good his lossy all taxpayers
must pay something additional; and the
amount provides for that, except in respect
of the man at the top. Why should he not
pay in proportion with all others?

The Premier: He pays the maximum now.
Hon. P. COLLIER: But the man on

,96.672 will be called upon to pay an addi-
tional £194 per annum. If that is f air, why
is it Dot also fair to call on the mant with
£E7,766 to pay his sbare as well?

The Premier: Why stop there?
Hon. P. COLLIER: Because we shall

then have sufficient.
The Premier: Everybody will pay more.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, the man on top
will pay nothing extra. A much simpler
method for the Premier to adopt would be
to make a percentage increase in the total
tax. In the last complete year, 1920-21, the
total amaount of income tax wag £425,000.
The Premier says the amendments which
we made yesterday will reduce that by
£80,000. Thus we get a total of £395,000.
If we put 7% 4 per cent. increase on that
total we shall get the £30,000 which the
Premier says he wants to raise. Then every-
body wvill know where he stands. We may
be quite wilting to grant the Premier his
£30,000, but by this proposed increase we
may be doubling the amount. Indeed I am
satisfied that under the amendment the Pre-

ier will receive mueh moire than ho has
lost.

Mr. Harrison: Hle can do with it.
H9on. P. COLLIER: That is not the

point. The Committee is willing to do a
fair thing by the Government in this respect,
hut we do not want to do more than that.

The PREMIER: The first mistake of the
Leader of the Opposition has been to ignore
the 2d. flat rate.

Hon. P. Collier:, No.
The PREMIER: Yes, he has calculated

on £425,000 as coming from the rate OO06d.
Ron. P. Collier: I have allowed for that.
Tha PRE'MIER:- No, you treat the

£425,000 as coming from the rate .006d.
Hon. P. Collier: No. I have treated it as

the total income tax for the year 1920-21.
The PREMIER: The hon, member has

ignored the flat rate in his calculations.
XopL. P. Collier: No, I have taken the

total tax for the -year; and I used that
total merely f or the purpose of working out
the 7% per cent, super tax to give the
amount of £30,000.

The PREMIER: The fiat rate last year
returned £125,000, and we raised by the
super tax and by the .006 rate £300,000.
No-w Ave are asking to add a thousandth
part of a penny per £1 to the graduation
in order to cover the £80,000 lost,

Mr. Hughes- If a man gets 2d. under
the graduation, that 2d. is added to his
flat rate and becomes 4d. You are losing
sight of that.-

The PREMIER:- I am not. The flat rate
amounts to £126,000, leaving £Z30,000 to be
raised by other means, including the grad-
uation .006d. per £1.

Mr. Hughes: Very few pay the flat rate.
The PREMIER: Every man who pays

tax starts off at 2d.
Mr. Hughes: At 2d. plus the graduation.
The PREMIER: Added to that flat rate

is his graduation.
Mr. Hughes: He pays that on his full in-

come.
The PREMIER: Of course.
Mr. Hughes: There is no 2d. rate.
The PREMIER: There is 2d. to be added

to the graduation. It is 2d. to everyone plus
the graduation. On top of that ( ask that
there he -added one-thousandth part of id.
per po)ilid, so that at man with an income of
£1,000 would pay Id. in the pound more be-
cause of the graduation.

Mr. Hughes: He pays 3d. on the whole
thousand.

The PREMIER: Yes, the fiat rate of 2d.
plus the graduation1 which, in his case, would
be Id. When the tax was .0O6d. plus the
graduation, it worked out at 86. in the pound.
If it is made .007d. plus the graduation, it
will be 9d. in the pound. So the graduation
carries the rate up until we get to the maxi-
mum of 4s. In Queensland it is 39.; in
South Australia, Is. 3d.; in 'Victoria, 7d.;
and in New South Wales 2s. plus the 7s. 8d.
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Federal tax. When a man here pays 4s., he
has to pay the maximum Federal tax of
7s. 8d., so that he has a pretty stiff tax of
Ils. 8d. to meet.

Mr. Hughes: Another 8d. Wvould make it
only 12s. 4d.

The PREMIER: And another 8d. would
make it only 13s., and another 8d. oaly
isa. 8d.

Mr. Hughes-, We are asking for the addi-
tion of only one 8d.

The PREMIER: I do not do all the hen.
mnember asks. This has been carefully worked
out. We (10 not wish to get a penny more
under this scheme than we shall lose, and we
do not think we shall get any more. The
exemptions for all aorta of things are now
very liberal and will diminish the collections
to be made. Some people will be exempt
altogether, though receiving fairly good in-
comes, In tome cases an income of £400
will be exempt. The Taxation Department
estimate that they will get an amount just
equal to the loss, and the Committee should
permit that to be obtained.

Hon. P. Collier: We are willing that that
should be done.

The PREMIER: That is all we are doing.
Hon. P. Collier: No, you Will get more.
The PREMIER: No, we shall not. I think

the Leader of the Opposition did ignore the
flat rate,

Hon. P. Collier: I did not.
The PREMIER: We do not get anyin

crease on the flat rate. The only increase is
on what is left after the flat rate is deducted.
If wre take £E425,000 and calculate a percent-
age increase on that, it looks big; but if we
take off the fiat rate, it is not so hig.

Hon. P. Collier: When I took the £425,000,
I was not taking the fiat rate, but only the
percentage increase which would give you
what you want.

The PREMIER: I have told the Commis-
sioner of Taxation that I want to raise this
additional amount.

Hon. P. Collier: Why not adopt the simple
method of a super taxi

The PREMIER: Because this is a fairer
method.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not.
Mn. Hughes: Because it relieves the big

men.
Hon. P. Collier: You could work out the

percentage increase required by way of a
super tax.

The PREMIER: This is a fairer wray. The
super tax should be a temporary measure.
This will have to be a permanent tax.

Hon. W. C. Ang~in: It is a 12 months'
tax only.

Hon. P. Collier: The whole of our taxation
is f rom year to year only.

The PREMIER: But it continues year
after year. Would any member argue against
the fairness of a graduated taxi

Hon. P. Collier: That is not the point.
The PREMIER: It is.

lion. P. Coullier: I hope you adopt that
view in regard to your hospitals tax.

The PREIER: That is for special er-
'ices,

R~on. 1P. Collier: Your amtendment would
not mean a graduated tax, because there is
no increase at all for the top men.

The PREMIER: It has never been sug-
gested that any method of taxation should go
beyond ( 4s. When 49. is added to the Federal
tax, it makes a pretty heavy impost. The
proposal is perfectly fair and I hope the
Committee will agree to it. Under it we can-
niot get mere than we shall be losing.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You know there is a
Federal tax, too.

The PREMIER: But not f6r anyone draw-
ing less than £200 a year.

Ron. WV. C. Aagwin: If a man is drawing
£1,000, he has to pay both taxes and to pay
proportionately higher.

The PREMIER: There are very few men
beyond the £6,000 mark for the tax to touch.
In the year ire were dealing Writh, there were
113 men who received £7,000, £8,000 or
£9,000.

Mr. Hughes: But their average was just
L.elow £7,000.

The PREMIER: Yes, near enough to call
it £7,000. The Committee should support this
proposal as it is a fair and reasonable way of
getting the money. C6nsidering the other
deductions made this session, I do not think
we shall get as much money as before.

Hen. W. C. Angwin: I suppose the offcias
have taken that into consideration.

The PREMIER: I do not know that they
have. The proposal will operate fairly
against all taxpayers, and will give the Gov-
ernment what they ought to receive.

Mr. HUGHES: The figures quoted by the
Leader of the Opposition included the fiat
rate of 2d- It might be inferred from the
Premier's remarks that the flake rate of 28.
applied to the first £E100. On an income of
£300 it might be thought that a taxpayer
would pay the flat rate of 2d. on the first
£100 and at the rate of .006d. on the next
£00. That is not so. An income of £300
would be charged at the rate of 2d. in the
pound plus .006d. for every pound above £100,
so that such an income would be charged 3d.
in the pound on the lot. It would not be
charged at the rate of 2d. on the first £100
and 3d. on the remaining £200.

The Premier: That is so.
'Mr. HUGHES: That is what I want to

make clear. Consequently, it is not reason-
able to say that we raise so much by the fiat
rate. The flat rate is mixed in every man 's
income taxation.

The Premier: Of course it is.
Mn. HUGHES: When a man pays 9d. is

the pound, he is paying 94. on everything. The
Premier might have some officers in the de-
partment who could tell definitely how much
of the tax collected belonged to the flat rate
of 2d., but after 15 years association with the
officers of the department, I do not think there
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is a man in the State who could calculate the
amount.

The Premier: Knock off the 26. and what
would happen?

Mir. HUGHES: A taxpayer would pay 2d.
less on every pound. I am not suggesting that
the Premier should knock off the 2d. What I
want to demonstrate is that, when we tnlk
about getting -o much revenue from the flat
rate of 2d., it is impossible under our scheme
of taxation for anyone I1 know in the State to
calculate how much the flat rate actually
produces.

Ron. P. Collier: It is never worked out on
that basis.

Nr. HUGHES: No; it could not be done.
Take the figuires quoted by the Leader of the
Opposition: On an income of £250 the rate,
worked out at .007d. plus 26., would be equal
to 3d. in the pound. The increase at the rate
of .007d. would provide another penny. To
that penny must he added the flat rate of 2d.
and the tax is calculated] on the basis of 3d.
onl the whole £250. Who could say, out of the
amount of £3 2s. 6d. payahle onl an income of
£250, how mucha was due to the fiat rate and
how much was due to the rate of 3d. It is
impossible to say.

The Premier: No, it is easy.
Mr. HUGHES: It might be easy for the

Premier. Suppose we said that the first £100
paid 261. in the pound, the first 100 would
yield 16s. 8d. Suppose, then, we took the
other £150 and --aid that was going to pay
3d. in the pound, that would yield £1 17s.
Ed. But we do not segregate a man'Is income
into one part paying the fiat rate and a part
paying the increased rate- We take the whole
£250 and charge at the incereased rate of 3d.
I do not blame the officers of the Taxation
Department if they have fallen into the trap,
as the Premier appears to have dlone, of as-
auinhing that a certain proportion came fromn
the fiat rate and making their calculations
according' ly. This is a big question needing
a great deal of thought and calculation. A
man earning £400 and charged at .007d. in
the pound would pay 2.1d. plus the flat rate
of 26., giving a rate of 4.16. chargeable on
the whole £400. If this is not so, I have a.
fairly decent cheque to collect from the Coin-
missioner of Taxation. I could almost hope
the Premier's assumption was correct, be-
cause with the approach of Christmnas, the
cheque wouldl be very handy. I do not think
the Taxation Commissioner world share the
Premier's view. On £600 the increase give-%
us 3.5d. If we add to that the flat rate of
2d. we get a tsax of 5V!4. on every £1 of tax-
able income. How is it possible to say that so
mauch of the total amount of tax paid is
gained as the result of a flat rate and so much
fromn the ether rate? If we could say there
were 20 neople in the State Paying on £201,
20 on £202. so many on £203, and so on, we
could calculate exactly what the increase in
taxation would represent. In the absence of
such information wec have to do the best we
ran with the nipterial at our disposal. The
Leader of the Opposition has assumed that,
the average income between those earning

£201 and those earning £300 is £250. The
average according to the Conmmissioner is
about £245, so that he is not far out. A man
earning £249 a year pays one-thousandth
part of 1d. less per £1 than the Ynn on £250,
and the man on £250 pays that much less than
one on £251. The difference between the ana
earning £249 and £251, is two-thousandths
parts of 16. in the 9. If we take an aver-
age of £250, we get three lots of people aver-
aging the same tax. We lose the first group
below £E200, representing £20,000. The Pre-
mier estimates he is going to lose £30,000,
made up of another £E10,000 loss from the
group between £201 and £300.

The Premier: No.
M 3r HUGHES: At £300 the exemption

totally disappears.
The Premnier: That is a rough and ready

form of calculation. We (10 not lose from
any single class.

Mr. HUGHES: If a married man gets less
than £4 a week.nnd is still going to pay in-
come tax, I. have been deceivedl.

The Premier: Not the married, but single
men, Tme exemnption does disappear at £300.

Mr. HIUGHEFS: We are going to lose on the
two groups under £200 and under £300.

The Premier: That is so.
Mr. HUGHES: For the moment I will

leave out of my calculations two groups one
paying £123,000 and the other £131,000, a
total of £250,000 out of the £E425,000 paid,
amounting to roughly 50 per cent. If we take
five groups only, and the figures given by the
Leader of the Opposition are right to the ex-
tent of 25 per cent., the Premier would still
make a profit out uf lisa defeat on the ex-
emptionm question. Tme Premier is very solici-
tous for time nia.n receiving £7,766 a year.

The Premier: If you are not satisfied with
I Ia. BEL, I do not know what you want.

Mr. HUGHES: Why take more from the
manl oil £300?

The Premnier: It has been said that the
man in Heaven las a harder time than the
man in the other place.

Mr. HUGHES: Evidently the Taxation
Departmuent has been telling the Premier
thiln~s.

The Premier: You have not been told any-
thing; that is the tronble.

MXr. HUGHES: The question is a simple
one-

The Premier: It is so simple as to be hard
to understand.

Mr. HUGHES: We, therefore, suggest a
system that members can understand.

Mr. Pickering: That is tough.
Mr. HUGHES: Members have decided to

relieve the man earning less than £4 a week.
The Premier has told what that will mnean to
his revenue, but he does not always get ac-
curate inforinuation. The Preniiir said ho
would lose £73,000 as a result of the exemp-
tion on incomes of £200.

The Premier: That is going up to £800.
Mr. HUGHES: When that proposal was

defeated the Leader of the Opposition Amu-
veeded in getting the exemption for married

21flO
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men raised to £200. Again the Premier said
be would lose approximately £E70,000.

The Premier: Oh no.
Hon. P. Collier: That shlows that his figures

are not reliable.
Mr. HUGH-ES: I ant glad the Premier ad-

units his mistake. He has found it necessary
to replace this loss of £ 30,000. 1 am sure
a man on £300 a year would not object to
paying a tax of 59. annually in order to re-
lieve the nian who is getting less than £200.
A graduated scale has been laid down where-
by tlte tax increases as the income goes uip.
On £E6,672 a manl's tax will increase by £194
plus 15 per cent., equal to roughly a total
of £220. Everyone between £200 a year and
£6,672 will pay an increased tax ranging
front 5s. to £220. The manl on £E7,766, how-
ever, will not pay on a higher rate than the
mal receeiving £6,072. That is not an equit-
able arrangement. We have given the bottom
dog an exemption, and now we are going to
give the top dog an exenmption. There is no
equity in that. If the figures are wrong, they
are the figures of the Income Tax Cominis.
sioner.

The Premier: They are right.
Mr. HUGHES: Then I misunderstood the

Premier. If we want to recoup to the rev-
enue the £E30,000 which will be lost through
the exemption clause, let us do it by impos-
ing a. super tax of 7 /, per cent.,I as suggested
by time Opposition Leader. A member who
casts his vote for that proposal will know
exactly what lie is granting the Premier. If
we carry the othuer proposal, we shall all be
speculating as to the ultimate result. Time
increase in the super tax means making each
manl bear his proportion of the increased taxa-
tion. If the Premier did not think 73/ per
cent. surnicient, why did not he propose 10
per cent.?

Thme Prenmier:- I thought you were in favour
of a graduated tax.

Hon. P. Collier: What is the use of masin-
tinting that anyone is arguing against a grad-
uated tax?

Mfr. HUGHES: The Premier's graduated
increase conies to a dead stop. He believes
in graduation until the top rung of the ladder
is reached, and then hie suggests a fiat rate
of 4s. in the pound. Graduation would mean
that those on the tonl rung would have to pay
4s. 8d. in the pound. Compellig them to
hear their share would mean producing far
more than the £30,000 required.

Mr. Broun: No; because they would not
trouble to make the income.

'Mr. UUGHES: The incomes of such men
make themselves. Some of our wealthy land-
lords do nothing hut eumploy an agent to col-
lect their rents and an accountant to make uip
their income tax returns. They can hardly
do less than they are doing. Adding another
Sd. to our maximum rate would ntean a total,
with the Federal tax, of 12s. 4d. in the pound.
If it is logical to increase the lower man's
rate of tax, it is logical to increase the taxa-
tion on the man in receipt of, say, £7,000
hy £258. The latter would find that extra

tax much easier to bear thtan the former
would find his increase.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I ask the Committee
not to carry the amndment, because, apart
altogether fronm the amendments on the
Notice Paper providing for increases in the
rate of tax, it must be understood that if
the Committee strike out the figures as
proposed, they will be supporting a pro-
posal that the man on the existing
maximum shall not pay any increase. It
will mean that while every other taxpayer
contributes his proportionate a~mount to
make good the loss, the man on top will not
pay one penny. Let us assume that our
present graduation is fair. The Premier's
amendment does not represent a graduated
tax, because the graduation ceases be-fore
reaching the maximum amnount.

Mr. Davies: What would the lion. rnentaer
saxv is a practicable maximum rate?

Hon. P. COLLIER: If 4s. in the pound
is a fair maximum when the low man pays
on his present rate of 2.006d., then, if we
increase his rate as proposed, we shoild
raise the maximum rate from 48d. to 59id.

Mr. Davies: In your opinion can we go
to 10s. in the pound maximum?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The rna.'mun is a
mE as capacity to pay.

Mr-. Davies: Will you say that 15s, in the
pound is a practicable utaxim-,ini-?

Eon, P. COLLIER: I do not :iv a::'ything
about i5.s. Parliament fixad 4s. aci rite
maximum having regard to aill file rates!
below. I want to preserve the bialance ex-
iilliu to-day betwveen the low iniai d the
l.'igh mian.

Mir. ])avies: H-ow high can wve go?
lion. P. COLLI ER: Let me iiqi lie ligh

we can go on the low mian? Un the eiream-
stances, by continuing the oxistii stale of
graduation one can go up to 5i'i. AIbove
£7,766 is a fiat rate.

MAr. A. Thomson: You wtuld mnake the
maximumt 4s. Sd.?

lion. P. COLLIER: Yes. If the man
receiving £6,072 a year can pay £194 extra,
the individual receiving £7,766 should be
able to pay something more. There shouldI
be an increase all round. Clause 6 deals
with the re-enactmnent of the super tax.
Instead of agreeing to the amendments
dealing with the rates of taxation, the
simplest way for the Premier to achieve hisi
purpose wouldl be to amiend the super tax
by inctreasing it to 234 per cent., which
would be an additional 8 per cent. upon the
JS per cent, which has been levied for some
time past. An increase of 7% per cent.
would give the Prentier the £30,000 he
wants. I would agree to an increase of
8 per cent. If that were done, each tax-
payer would pay something extra in the
samne proportion as now and we would pre-
serve the present graduated scale. Every-
one would know what he was paying,
whereas under the Premier's amendments
they will not know. We have exempted
the man on the lower rung; it is now pro-
posed to exempt the man on the highest
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rung. Surely that is not equitable. The
Premier should retain the reference to
£ 7,766 and adopt the course I suggest which
would give him, roughly, abouzt £20,000
more. The-Premnier does not seem inclined
to adopt that method.

M ft. McCallum: You are pelting money
at him.

The Minister for Agriculture: Why don't
you make the Premier take it?

Mx~. DAVIES : I would like to know
wbat may be regarded as practicable
maximum taxation.

Hot P. Collier: It is all a matter of
individual judgment.

Mr. DAVIES: No, it is not. During the
war period, taxation in England reached
the highest point.

Hon. P. Collier: It went to 13s. 4d. in
the £1.

Mr. DAVIES: Why did it atop at that
figure?

lion. P. Collier: I suppose they thought
that was sufficient.

Mr. Hughes : They want to stop at
Ils. 8d. here.

Mr. DAVIES: If it is equitable to say
that the man receiving £200 or £Z300 must
pay additional taxation, it is only, right
that the man receiving £3,000 or £10,000
should pay an equivalent increased rate of
teo"0 oii

Mr. Mioney: Wheni it takes away the in-
centive to gain you should stop.

Mr. DAVIES: This question is agitating
people throughout the world. In Switzer-
land, hic h is regarded as the most demo-
cratic counutry in the world, the commoners
rejected a proposal to tax wealth, when it
was submitted to them by way of a
referendum. The Federal tax is Is. 8d. in
the £1., which, plus the 4s. rate here--these
being the maximum rates-make our total
maximum taxation upwards of 12s. in the
£2. I asked the Premier why he selected
4s. as the maximum rate and why he did
not fix Us. or 7s. All he could say to me in
answer was that Queensland -formerly, had
the highest State rate in Australia, namely
3s. in. the £1, and that we went a little
further than they did.

The Premier: In my opinion 4s. is enough.
Mr. DAVIES: If 4s. be enough on a maxi-

mum of £6,600, why not carry it to 5is. on a
higher anmount9

The Premier: Because I thiuk 4s. should
be the maximium.

Mr. DAVIRS: Well and good. We dlid
not kno~v that before. If that is the real
reason, I ran understand it; but I think a
man on £7,000 should pay proportionately
with the man on £1,000.

Ron. 1P. Collier: If we do not demand any-
thing from the man on top, we have to levy
a heavier tax on the man below, in order to
make it up.

Mr. DAVIES: That is so. The man on
£6,000 has to pay 4s. State ti and 5s. Fed-
eral tax, or a total of 9a. in the pound. So
nearly half of his £6,000 is paid away, ad
his net income becomes approximately £3,000.

The question is, how far we ought to go?
That question ought to be settled once for all.

Hon. P. Collier: Th ere can be no finality
until we take the lot.

Mr. DAVIES: We ought not to take more
than is wanted. Why should we tax a man
on £6,000, and not tax the man on £7,000?

Mr. Money: He pays a greater amount
than the man on £6,000.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, but not a greater rate
in the Pound.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Not even a greater
aggregate.

Mr. DAVIES: Of course it has to stop
some where. I want to know where.

Hon. P. Collier: It must remain a matter
of opinion.

'Mr. Money: If We demand too much we
shall get nothing.

Mr. DAVIES: But instead of saying that
it shall cease at 5 s. in the youuad, why should
we not fix it at'7.. in the pound, and relieve
the man on the £200 to that extent?

Mr. Lutey: You move on amendment to
that effect and I will support it.

Mr. DAVIES: I am not going to mnove
any amendment until I see where we are.
The question is, when should the vanishing
point be reached? I still want to know where
we should stop taxation.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

A-yes .. -- .. 21
Noes . . -- 14

Majority for -- 7

AYES.
Mr. Bron
Mrs. Cowen
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hickmnett
Mr. Johnston
Mr. lathamn
Mr. H. K. Maley
Mr. Mann
Sir James Mitchell

NOKLS
Mr. Angwin
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Davies
Mr. Gibson
Mr., Heron
Mr. Luitey

Mr. Mone7
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Please
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Tesdale
Mr. 1. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mulisny

(Teller.)

Mr. Marshall
Mr. McCallum
Mr. Munsie
Mr. O'ILogblsn
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Wilson
'Atr. Carboy

(Teller.)

PAIR.

Aye: Mr. C. C. Maley. No: 'Mr. Willecel.

Amendment thus passed.

The PREMIER: I move an amendment-

That in Subelause 1, line 3, the figure
"16" be struck out and '171" inserted inl
lieu.
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Hon. Wr. C. ANOGWIN: If it is niot right
to increase the rate in the case of a man
earning many thousands a year, it is not right
to increase the rate upon the man receiving
only £200 or £300 a year. This undoubtedly
falls more heavily upon the lower paid man.

The Premier: That is not right.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Members are par-

ticularly considerate to-wards the man earning
a large income. The amendment that has Just
been moved will bear principally upon those
on the lowver rung.

Amendment put and passed.

Suheclause 1 n as coinsequentially amended
by the substitution of the figure "7"' for
"6" in lines .5 and 11.

The PREMIER: I move an amendment-
That in line 13 the figures "97,766"' be

struck out and "£;6,672" 4 he inserted in
lieu.
Amnenit put and passed.
The PREMIER: I move an amendment-

That Subelause 2 be struck out.
This is to give effect to the amuendmnent
carried Onl the Land and Income Tax Assess-
ment Amendment Bill.

Amendment put and passed.

The PREMIER: I move an amendment-
That a subelause to stand as Subelause 2

be added, as follows: " (2) Where the 'in-
come chargeable' of any person is less than
One hundred and one pounds, the rate-of
tax shll be twopence in the pound."

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 4 and 5-agreed to.

Clause 6-Super tax of 15 per cent:

Mr. PICKERING: Under Clause 5 an
exemption is mnade in the way of dividend
duties. A difficulty has been experienced
'with the Taxation Department. It would
appear that when the super tax was put on,
a special assessment was made, aud no
account was taken of the amount previous~y
paid by a compiny as dividend duty. I
would like to have sn assurance from the
Premier that it is not intended that the
peeplo wilt not be called upon to pay this
tax twice. If dividend duty is paid by the
company, plus super tax, it would not be
fair to ask the individual to pay the super
tax on that dividend duty the second time.
A case has been before the department.
The Taxation Department has adopted the
practice of charging the euper tax of 15
per cent, upon the gross income before
giving credit for the rebate in respect of the
tax paid by the company ou the dividend.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin: They, do not pay
super tax onL the dividiend.

Mr. PICKERING:- I am assured that
they do.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: The clause in the
Bill says distinctly "without regard to the
super tax. "

Mr. PWCKERTNG: I have interviewed
the Commissioner of Taxation and he assures
ine that super tax is charged on the dividend
duty. If that is so, it should not be per-
nitted. A. ease has been quoted by way of
illustration to show how the assessments are
made out by the department and the correct
way, of doing it, respectively. This is as
follows: -

ILLUSTRATION.
As asshsed by the Department-

£ s. d.
Ordinary Income £9764
Dividends £5,190

£5,960 at 37.56 = 922 16 2
Plus 15 per cent. super tax 138 8 5

Deduct dividend duty paid by 1,6 47

company .. . . 373 9 3

Tax payable .. 687 15 1

CORRECT METHOD.
£F d

Ordinary Income £764
Dividends £5,196

X5,960 at 37.56 = 922 16 2
Less dividend duty paid by

Comtipany .. . . 373 9 3

Net tax under Section .5 ..- 5419 a 1
Add super tax (Section 6)

15 per cent. .- .- 82 8 1

Correct tax .. 631 15 0

The difference betweenL the two methods is
£56 Os. 4d., being 15 per cent. on £373 9a. 3d.
An opinion has been received fronm Mr. ff. P.
Downing, X.C., and he considers that the
super tax is something added to a tax which
is actually payable, and that if the tax, which
is actually payable, is to be arrived at by
first deducting sonic ether tax, it would be
straining the language of the Act to imply
that the Legislature meant that the super
tax was to be added before making the de-
ductiou. In view oif the position as I have out-
lined it, I would like to know from the Pre-
mier whether it is the intention of the Goy-
eranment to collect the tax twice.

The PREMIER: If the people who
,wanted information on this point had sent
the particulars to us, we could have had the
matter looked into. When the tax on income,
including dividends, comes to more than is.
3d., it is Charged on the aggregate amount,
with an allowance if the man has paid his
dividend duty. If a man has an income of
£220 and the tax is Is. 6d., and he has paid
ls 3d, dividend duty on part of that income,

2193
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he gets an allowance accordingly. It is not
intended that the super tax shall be applied
to the amount of income twice. Such a course
'would be unfair.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is no super tax
on a man's dividend duty.

The PREMIER: No; I think the member
for Sussex has been wrongly informed.

Clau.se put and passed.
Clause 7-Section 56 of 1.907, No. 153, not

to apply-

Mr, MONEY: The clause repeals the right
to pay the tax in two instalmnts. What is
the reason for that?

The Premier: It is so lite in the year;
half of it has practically gone.

Hon. P. COLLIER: While that is true, it
does not affect the position of the taxpayer.
Surely it is better to provide that the tax-
payer may have the right to pay half shortly,
and the balance before the end of the finan-
cial year. The Premier will only he concerned
with getting the tax in before the end of the
year. Therefore, lie should be able to meet
the taxpayers as I suggest. It will not make
any difference to the Treasurer so long as
the money conies in, but the people should
have the right to pay in two instalments.

The Premier: It will take two months to
get the notices out now.

Hon. W. C. Ang-win: They are just send-
ing out last year's notices now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is all the more
reason why we should allow the people to
pay the tax in two instalments, for they will
shortly have three lots of inconie tax to pay
-ast year's and this year's State tax, and
the Federal tax as well. The Premier should
give the taxpayers an opportunity to pay in
two instalments.

The Minister for M,%ines: So long as the
money is in before tile end of the financi
year?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. Perhaps halt
could be paid in March and the balance in
Juneo.

The PREMIER: So much of the year has
already gone that it will take some time to
get out the notices and] it will be well to-
wards the end of the financial year before we
can get the taxation in. We generally get
most of the tax in during the last five months
of the financial year. I do not think we should]
he obliged to accept two paymnits, but I can
instruct the Taxation Department that when
requested they should agree to the tax being
paid in two instalments.

Mr. Hughes: You will give your assur-
ance that the department will do that when
requested.

The PREMIER: I will instruct the de-
partment to give that consideration when re-
quested to do so.

Clause put and passed.

New clause:
Ron. P. COLLIER: I move--

That a new clause to stand as a proviso
to Clause 3 be added as follows:-"Pro-

vided that when the income chargeable does
not exceed £E400 the rate of tax per pound
sterling shiall Tbe 24006d., where income
chatrgeable is £101 sterling and shall in-
crease uniforuly with each increase of £1l
sterling of income chargeable by .006d.

The object of the amendment is to exempt the
applic-ation of the increased rate of .007d.
from applying to incomes under £400. We
have decided to exemp~t those in receipt of

E~76a year fromn the payment of any por-
tion of the increased taxation and 'we should
show the same consideration to those receiving
£400.

The PREMIER Have you worked it out to
.-how what this ivill meanl

Hon. P. Collier: No, but I do not think
it will mean much.

Thle PREMIER: flow am I to get this
back?

Hon. P. Collier: Instead of the man who
receives £300,opaying 5s. increase and the
manl receiving £400 a 10s. increase, my amend-
mneat will mean that they will pay nothing
extra.

The PREMIER: Will this be the last
thing you want to do with the Bill?

Hon. P. Collier: Yes.
The PREMIfER: I cannot agree to this

amendment. It is obvious that we have
gone a good way towards helping people on
the lower rung, and what we have done
might to be sufficient. The exemptions in
the eases of married men are considerable,
and they have been increased this session.
A man in receipt of £400 would be allowed
substantial exenmption, and he does not need
to have many children to be free of taxa-
tion altogether.

Hon. P. Collier: Hle will want a lot of
children.

The PREMIER: A man receiving £400,
with three children, gets down to £280 and
then is 'within range of total exemption; he
pays practically nothing. In fact, if he
had a decent family hie would get a bonus.

Mfr. Hughes: A nian with three children
earning £400 is brought down to £280. He
loses £160 of his exemption by being £80
above the £200.

The PREMIER: I cannot agree to go any
further. Year after year we have granted
sonic advantages.

Hon. P. Collier: We pay more every year.
lHon. W. C. Angwin: More than 120 per

cent.
The PREIMIER. Yes, because the people

are getting more money.
Hon, W. C. Angwia: They are getting

lower wages in comparison with the wages
of previous years.

The PREMIIER: We have dlone well and
I hope the Committee will not agree to any
further alteration.

Mh-. HUGHES: I hope teamendment
will be agreed to.

The Premier: If it is, I will have to drop
the Bill,

Mr. HUGHES: The Committee has just
demonstrated its preparedness to relieve
fronm further ta-xation the man receiving
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£E7,000, and it is only fair that it
willing to extend the same consid
those on the second lowest run
ladder. I am. surprised at th4
opposing this amendment becausE
only a trivial sum involved. The
duction in the revenue will be £25
Premier has already a handsome
work on. A mn with three ehib
ing £400 would get an exemption
hut by virtue of earning £80
£200 hie will really only get an
of £40. The maximum Federal
property is 5s. in the pound.1
get an income of £6,500 you paj
in the pound and for every pou
come above that you pay 5st. in tb

The Premier: They gave tee 92
Mr. HUGHES: I was outside ii

quirces about this when the ]as'
bells rang, and I was unfortunat
out.

The Premier: They may have in
super tax in the figures they gay

Mr. HUGHES: As the manv
children earning £400 will geta
tion of only £40, it is a fair prop
give him what the new clause pr

New clause put and a divisiont
the following result:-

Ayes .

Noes .. . .

Majority against

Mr. Aogwln
Mr. Obesson
Mr. Collier

Mir. Heron
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lambert

Mr. Breas
Mrs. Cown
Mr. Davies
Mr. Denton
Mr. Dunack
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hiekmott
Mr. Lath am
Mr. ff. K. Maley

Mr-
Mr.
Mr.
161r.
Mr.
Mir.

NOES.

Mr.
Sir
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Lutey
Martinl
Mcciii

O1Log
Wilier
Corbo

Mann
James
Money
Piesse
Riebsi
SamaP8
Scaddi
Teend,
J. Th
MuIlai

PAIR.

Aye: Mr. Willeock. No: Mr. C.

New clause thus negatived.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with aumendments
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitl
Council.

should be
Bration to
g of the
sPremier
othere is
total re-

P000. The
margin to
Iren earn-

of £E120,
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Vbhen you
y s. lid.
ad of in-
.e pound.
~d.
iaking in-
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BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.

Council 's amendments.
Report of Committee on Council's amend-

ments adopted.
Reasons f or disagreeing to 12 of the

Council 's amrendmenuts drawn up by a eom-
mittee, consisting of the Premier, Mr. XeCal-
bun and Mr. Money, and adopted; and a
message accordingly returned to the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES 1922-23.

In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the previous day; Mr.

Angelo in the Chair.
Department of the Minister for Water

Supply, Sewerage and Drainage (Hon. W.
J. George, Minister).

Vote-Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-
age, and Drainage Department, £113,091:

- Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [5.27): There
uith three are two points Ii wish to emiphasise. The first
na exemp- of them was referred to by the member for
osition to Collie (Mr. Wilson) and the member for
oposes. Moore (Col. Denton) last night A protest

aken with should be entered at this stage aginst the
attitude which the Water Supply Depart-

13 meat attempted to adopt some little time
21 ago, and over which somne dissatisfaction
- still exists. A couple of maimed Soldiers

8 who were working f or thie departmnt were
- in receipt of pensions and the department

seized on the fact that they were receiving
pensions--

The Mfinister for Works: Are you sure
all1 of that?
lum Mr. CORBOY: If the Minister wvill allow
ileo me to complete my statement, I shall be

n prepared to answer him. The Department
y seized on the fact that these men were re-

(Teler,) ceiviag pensions as an excuse to effect a
reduction in wages. That this was the ease
was borne out by the circumstances in vhich
the reduction was made. The men were

Mitchell asked to put in statements showing the
amount of Pension they were receiving, to-
gether with other details, and following on

rdson their sapplying that informat ion, their
on ;Wages were reduced by an amount which

an brought them-
le Ron. W. C- Angwin: I call attention to
amson the state of the Committee. Only seven out

UY of 34 members arc present on the Govern-
troer.) nient side.

Mr. -Marshall: And that is the speed-up

C. Maley. side, too.
[Quorum formed.)
Mr. COBBOY: One would almost be justi-

fled in Suggesting that the doors should be
locked. The wages of these men Were re-

and the duced by an amount which with their pen-
sions would leave their total income, were

Led to the they still employed, at the amt they previ-
ously received in wages alone, Thus the
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amount of pension was used as a basis for
reduction of wages. The Government should
be absolutely the last people to adopt such a
course. The fact that the men were employed
for 12 or 18 months was proof that they did
their work satisfactorily. There was no ex-
cuse for reducing their wages.

The Minirter for Works: There might be
Do excuse, but there might be justification.

Mr. tjOR ROY: There arc suitable positions
for maimed men, and I believe these two re-
turned soldiers were occnpying such positions.
The ruling rates should be paid to maimed
riea iu such positions. The men. should not
be deprived of the advantage of their pen-
sions. Subsequently to the dismissal of these
two men the Premier gave us an assurance
that in future maimed men would be em-
ployed at the full rate; if they could not earn
that rate, they were not to be employed. In.
these two instances I believe an injustice has
beeni done. If the positions are still available,
the men should have them. The Minister
states that the expenditure in. connection with
this undertaking exceeded the revenue. In
connection with the Goldfields Water Scheme
the estimated revenue exceeds the estimated
expenditure for the current year; and yet
goldfields residents are stiUl burdened with
meter rents, of which metropolitan residents
were relieved long ago.

The Minister for Works: A great mistake.
'Mr. CORBOY:t Goldfields residents are

suffering an injustice as regards meter rents.
The figures, if they mean anything, prove
that the metropolitan area is being favoured
in that regard. I contend that the abolition
of meter rents here was not a mistake. It
would be ridiculous for a grocer to charge
a customer buying a pound of bntter with
portion of the cost of his scales. A charge
for the scales is, of course, included, but it
is not a specific charge as in the ease of the
meters. The matter is one on which the gold-
fields feel keenly, and the amount involved
to the Government is not great. If the Min-
ister investigated the matter, he would find
that the amount paid in meter rents on the
goldfields has psaid the capital cost and the
upkeep of the meters.

Mr. Angwin: We have to pay meter rents
here just the earns as on the golddields. We
pay for them in our rates.

Mr. CORBOY: The goldields people are
paying in -rate;, and are also paying meter
rents. On the figures there is a disparity
operating against goldfields residents.

Hfon. W. C. ANGWXIN (North-East Pro-
moantle) [5.37]: 1 am sorry that the last
ispeaker raised the question of meter rents.
It matterr not -whether meters are paid for
at so mnuch per annum or in the rates; they
have to he paid for. The only difference in
this respect between the goldfields and the
mnetropolitan area is that the former pay a
definite charge in the way of muster rent. I
claimn that the metropolitan area pays alt
charges involved in its water supply, includ-
ing interest, sinking fund, and depreciation.

This is not so on the goldfields. The mem-
ber -for Moore made reference to the com-
plaints of metropolitan members about their
water sepply; and then the hon. member
spoke of what the residents of his district
suffer. But the hon. member should endeav-
our to get his people np to the standard of
metropolitan residents in the mnatter of water
supply.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: We arc net so fav-
oured.

lon. W. C. ANGWfN: Having regard to
thle respective populations, the lion. member's
constituents are equally well off. For some
years metropolitan residents have been crying
out about their wvater supply, and the justice
of their complaints has been recognised by
visitors iron] the country. The metropolitan
people are desirous of obtaining an improved
supply, and have no objection to paying
for it. The country people do not pay for
the metropolitan water supply. The total
revenue in that connection shows a surplus
of £E80,365 over the total expenditure. Out
of that surplus £21,140 has been paid in par-
tial redemption of debentures, leaving a sur-
pine of £E59,225 in the Treasury.

The Minister for Works -That hes to
nae up deficiencies.

Ron. W. C. ANG-WIN- No. It is true that
the whole of the scheme, including also sew-
erage and storm water, shows a deficiency of
£E29,000; but that is accounted for by the fact
that we have a consideralble length of main
drains running .through streets where re-
ticulatiori has not been carried out, and
where, consequently, the tenements can-
not avail themselves of those main drains.
I do not blame the Government in this con-
nection; the war caused the work to be
stopped. But had the reticulation been car-
ried out, there would be no such loss. As
against the deficiency of £29,003 on the op-
eration of the whoble scheme, there is no less
a sum than £23,225 outstanding for rates.
We metropolitan people pay for our water
supply, and that fact should be made known
throughout the country.

'Mr. Piesse:. We did nut say you did not
pay.

Hon. P. Collier: Bet yell will not pay your-
selves.

Hon. W. U2. ANGWIN: There have been
eomplaints throughout this Parliament from
lion. me-mbers opposite, both by way of
siacebi and of interjection, that the metre-
polita area gets all the money. Everybody
knows that the nmetropolitan area must make
a start towards obtaining an improved water
supply :ind the present Loan Estimiates of
over four millions provide a sum of only
£75,1100 for that purpuse. Indeed, for all the
requirements of tile mietrop~olitan area-water
supply, harbours, sewerage, tramways--the
Loan Estimates provide a total of only
a little over £2300,000.

Mr. Latham:- How much do they pay to the
farmers?

The CHAIRMAN: We are not discussing
tire Loan Estimates.
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Ron, W. c. AN GWIN:- Harbour dues are
paid on all imported commodities which we
Consuime, whereas the wheat which the lion.
member sends away overseas does not pay
one pennly.

11r. Latham: Wheat is not the only thing
whieh does not pay harbour dues.

Hon. W. C. ANUAWIN: This £80,000 shown
in the return is a surplus after paying in-
terest and sinking fund. The time has ar-
rived when the water supply of the metro-
politn area should ho improved.

Tho Minister for Works: During the last
four years £21,000 has been expended on it.

Ron, W. C. ANGWLN: That may be. But
for the war we should have had a better sup-
ply ere this. At the request of leading men

-of the Emapire certain public works were
closed down for the time being. Inquiries
which were being made with a view to pro-viding At better water supply had to cease.
The wnr has been over since 1918, yet nothing
further has been. done. Our indebtedness
has increased considerably of late yenrs, Still,
notwithstanding all the money expended, ap-
proximately 11 millions, very little indeed
has been tound for the provision of an im-
proved water supply in the metropolitan area.
I doa not blame the departmental officers for
this. If they had the money they would do
the work.

The Minister for Works: That is correct.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They have not been

allotted the money, and so they cannot pro-
ride a better water supply.

The Minister for Works: Then you do not
agree with the member for North Perth that
they are incompetent?

Ron. WV. C. ANGWIN: No, if the officers
had the money they could entry out the work.
However, we are fully justified in complain-
ing that of the four millions on the Loan
Estimates, only :E75;000 is for water supply.
During the past 18 months we hare had many
complaints from North -Perth and from Lecel-
erville In respect of the colour of the water
supplied. We in Fremantle hare hod that
for years, and have even got used to it,

Capt. Carter: We cannot get used to it.
Hon' *W. C. ANOWIN: Years ago I

brought up samples of the Fremantle water
in order to show the colouring in it. If any-
body has ctuse for complaint, it is the Fre-
mantle people, for their water supply is
much the same as it was man) years ago,
notwithstanding which, since 1914, their ratesq
have been increased by 100 per cent.

Mr. J1. Thomson.- You were Minister for
Water Supply about that time.

Hon. W. C. AN'GWTN: I was not.
Hon. P. Collier: I was. What is your com-

plaint?
Hon. W. C. AN\GWTN: Ta 1914 the water

rate at Fremantlc was 6d.; to-day it is is.
In water and sewerage and storm water rates
the Fremantle people pay 2s. Oil, in the pound.
When ratepayers cry out for a. better water
supply and are willing to pay an additional
rate for it, their wishes ought to be given
effect to. The Fremantle district is suffering
from the fact that the water supply provi-

sions made in the early days did not contem-
pilate a hirgely increased population. As a
result, nmnny of the pipes are too small, and
will not carry the water required to-day.
MIoreover, someg of the pipes are so corroded
that they will not acconmmodate more than
aliOUt half the water they wvere intended to
earry. At a deputation to the Minister for
Works, the superintendent of the fire brigade
produ-ed a Sin, pipe from Fremantle which
hr corrosion was reduced to about 1 inch.

The Mfinister for - Works: You could not
get a pencil through Some Of the domestic
service pipes.

.HIon. W. C. ANGWVIN: While a few of the
domestic service pipes may be corroded, the
pipe* belonging to the department a-re so
heavily corroded that they wll not supply
sufficient water to people who have domestic
pipes in good condition. Last night the mqim-
ber for South Fremantle (Mr. McCallum) re-
ferred to the necessity for providing water
f or fire fighting purposes at Fremantle. The
Minister for Works interjected that Perth
had paid for its own fire main. As a matter
of fact, Perth paid about £1,100, the cost of
running a pipe at short distance in one street.
That was ail Perth paid for.

The Minister for Works: It was all that
was needed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWI.NZ In all other busi-
ness streets in Perth the supply was put
down, by the Government. In Fremantle there
is no water for fire fighting. The pipes are
not capable of carrying what is required.
There are at Fremantle very large warehouses
in which thousands and thousands of pounds
worth of goods arc stored. If any of those
warehouses were to catch fire, it would be
burnt clean out. That is borne out by the ex-
perience of thei last few years. The owners
of those warehouses are entitled to ask the
Gov-ernmnent to put down water mains for fire
fighting purposes, )f or those people, while
using very little water indeed, are paying
exceedingly high rates. The Government have
Ihut uip the excuse that the quantity of water
supplied is sufficient for domestic purposes.
But in that part of the town, where there
are nothing but warehouses and offices, very
little water is required for domestic purposes,
and so those warehousemen are entitled to
water for fire fighting purposes. The cost of
laying the pipe now would be something like
£9,000. As against that we had Messrs.
Wood Sons & Co. burnt out with a loss of
£60O,000 or £70,000, and Messrs. Harper &
Co. burnt out with a loss of a similarly large
:amount. Because of the lack of water for fire
fighting, every person, not merely in Fre-
mantle hut throughout the Fremiantle area, has
to pay fire insurance premiums 10 or 20 per
cent. higher than are paid elsewhere. The
insurance companies are charging specially
high rates.

The Minister for Works: Would they re-
duce those rates if a now main were put int

Hen. WV. C. ANGWIN: Yea. They have de-
finitely said so. The municipal council has
that in writing. indubitably it is time we be-
gain to materially improve the water supply
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of the metropolitan area. However, I hope
the Minister will not hand over the service to
a trust, for if a trust were to get control of
the water supply the suburban areas would
not receive the same consideration as they
get from the Government. Moreover, the trust
would at once borrow large sums of money
in order to show their activity, and this would
result in an increase in rate;, without any cor-
responding benefit.

The Minister for Works: Then you are
altogether opposed to the member for North
Perth?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Some of the people
of Fremantle complain that the water rate
haes been increased because the Government
have found it necessary to epend larger sums
in the suburban arenas. They do not realise
that the populating of the suburban areas
is increasing the volume of business in Fre-
mantle, and so appreciating the value of pro-
perty there. I hope the Government will not
hand the supply over to a board, hut will
continue the services under their own offices.
I trust time Government will find the money
for enrrying out this necessary work.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) t6.O]. The
question of water supply is more acute in
Ea.-t Perth thanm in any other electorate. Tme
section of Perth that is getting the worst deal
is the M1t, Lawley portion of my electorate.

(Capt. Carter: Or rather the North Perth
part of the Leedervillo electorate.

The Minister f or Mines: You have the best
water in the State in Mt. Lawley.

Mr- HUGHlES: The people do not get
much of it.

Capt. Carter: Those who have wells get
water.

'Mr. HUGHES: The Minister may be well
supplied.

The Minister for Works: They get more
Mundaring water there than is the ease in
any other part of Perth.

Mr. HUGHES: There are continual com-
plaints from that part of my electorate.

The Minister for Works: The same thing
is occurring all the world over.

Capt. Carter: People do not get shandies:
all over the world.

Mr. HUGHES:- T am not ceneerned with
the rest of the world. There was a big out-
cry last year over this question, and the comn-
plaints occurred immediately the hot weather
returned this summer.

Capt. Carter: On one occasion we did not
get any water after half past three in the
afternoon.

Mr. HUGHES: When we do get two or
three lint days my electors will have to adopt
the ruggesti on of the Minister for Works,
and let their gardens die. It is a great hard-
ship anon those who have eared for their
gardens throughout the year to have to watch
theta dlie off during a few hot days because of
the lark of water. The officers of the depart-
ment can do nothing; it is the Minister who is
responsible. Tf he would provide the neces-
sarv funds, the officers would soon find the
means of giving the people a decent water

supply, It is the duty of the Minister to
ask for funds.

The Minister for Works: It is the du.ty of
the Treasurer to ask for funds; not wine.

Mr. HUGHES: Itl*is not a hard thing
to ask for money.

The Minister for Mines: You have not
considered what it would cost the consumers
to adid to the scheme.

Mr. HUGHES: The work has to be lone,
and the sooner it is done the better. Surely
the Government do not propose to allow
things to go on like this year after year.
People in the lower parts of Perth have to
take a bottle of water now and then to
their friends in Inglewood, for instance, in
order that they may get a decent drink of
water once a week.

The Minister for Works, I have a dozen
bottles of good water in mty office that you
can have.

'Mr. HUGHES: Were they samples of
wate r supplied by the residents?

The MAinister for Works: They are all
there.

Mr. HUGHES: Has the sediment aettled
yeti

The Minister for Works: Yes.
Mr. h-UGHES: How much clear water

was left?
The Minister for Mines: Take away the

first number you thought of.
Mr. HUGHES: I am sure there would

not be a decent drink of clear water in all
of them.

The Minister for Works: There you are
wrung.

Mr. HUJGHES:- For years we have been
complaining about the water, and nO0 im-
provemient has been effected. There is no
chance of any change this year, and I see
very little praspc !t of bne for next year.
When the hot weather comes the people will
have to put up with a restricted supply. It
is bad enough to contemplate a repetition
of last year'Is shortage, but no one is look-
ing forwvard to a similar position this sum-
mer. If we had any hope that there would
be an improvement in the following year,
we might have cause to be patient. The
position must be remedied sooner or jater,
and the Government should make a start at
once in tile direction of supplying Perth
with decent water. I do not agree with the
suggestion that the water supply should be
hanided over to the municipality, but if the
Minister cannot effect an improvement it
would be better to hand the whole business
over to municipal control. If the Minister
cannot deaql with the situation, he should
inform members accordingly. As a last re-
source let him hand over the water supply
to the municipality.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It was a failure
before.

The Minister for Works: Are you speak-
ing from your own experiencel

Mr. HUTGHE S: I have lived for 11 years
in East Perth.
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Hon. P. Collier: The present system is a
failure too.

M r. HUGHES: The people feel so
desperate that they would welcome any
change rather than have a continuance of
the present position. We are willing to
gamble, because we feel that under muni-
cipal control the position could not be worse
than it is, and there is always the sporting
chance of some improvement taking place.

The Minister for Works: There is no
cleaner or better .washed people in Aus-
tralia than those in Perth. They must have
bad water.

Capt. Carter: That has occurred despite
the water supply.

Mr. HUGHES: In North Perth and MtL
Lawley there is no difficulty about getting
glasses large enough to hold water, but the
difficulty is to get enough water to fill the
glasses people in these suburbs already have.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) (6.7]:
Every year when this vote comecs before us
I have the same story to tell.

Hon. P. Collier: It is becoming monoton-
ous to listen to.

Capt. CARTER: And I am growing weary
in the telling.

The 'Minister for Works: Let us take it
as rend.

Capt. CARTER: In North Perth, at the
extreme end of my electorate, the water
difficulty arises ev-ery year, although the
district is within a mile or two of the new
bore recently put down by the Government.
Last Monday week, which was the first hot
day of the summer, people living in Fitz-
gerald street, North Perth (which is by no
means the highest point of the district).
could not get any water after half-past three
in the afternoon until late at night.

The Minister for Works: Do you mean
the whole of Fitzgerald-street?

Capt. CARTER: I did not say so.
The Minister for Works! You can pick

out one particular place in any street in
Perth where there is a shortage of water.

Capt. CARTER: That does not say much
for the system.

The Minister for Works: It is all a ques-
tion of elevation.

Capt. CARTER: But the contour of the
country has been there all the time.

Hon. P. Collier: The hills may be grow-
ing up there.

Capt. CARTER: floes the 'Minister
insinuate that the elevated parts of North
Perth are 0rowing higher, and that the
reservoirs are sinking? The engineers knew
the contour of the country when they origin-
ally planned the scheme. During the past
fewv years our population has grown im-
mensely, and the drain upon the water supply,
has greatly increased. The position has now
become serious. Not only does it affect the
comfort of people, but in many eases affects
their health. I and others made that state-
ment last year. It was also made at a big

demonstration of citizens held at the Rose-
mount picture gardens at North Perth;
An officer of the Health Department
subsequently came out with the statement
that the water was absolutely harmless, and
that the foreign bodies contained in it
were rather an advantage than otherwise
to the people. Hie considered the citizeus
lucky to get a water supply at all. This
was, in effect, the answer given to the
demonstration of the people who were pro-
tcstin- against the supply. Not only is the
water unsightly and unsavoury, but is both
unsafe and inadequate.

The Minister for Works: It is safe
enough.

Capt. CARTER: It is not.
The Miz.ister for Works: Oh, very well.
(;apt. CARTER: As a father of a young

child I would think my wife was doing a
grievous . wrong if she gave that kiddie
some of the stuff that comies out of out
water taps. Only this morning it was
practically impossible to put a clean collar
into the water that was in the William-
street pipes, where the elevation is not
high, without running the risk of having it
badly stained.

The 'Minister for Works: So it was dirty
this moirzAng?

(apt. CARTER: Yes. This was at 553
\Villiami-street. A little while ago a man
complained to one of the officers of the
dlepartmnllt about the water in William-
street, and he replied that if the mains
were sluiced out the residents would get
clean water for a week or two.

The Minister for Works: If we did much
sluicing 110w, you would have to take on
bore water.

Capt. CARTER: I dto not say the Min-
ister has not done his best with the means
at his disposal, but if he blames the tapo-
graiphy of the country for the present posi-
tion, I shall have something to say about
the planning of the original scheme. I do
not say that the engineers or the depart-
mental officers are at fault. One of the
first duties of the M~inister should be to
put the matter right. I firmly believe that
the water we are now getting is dangerous
to health. It also causes the usce of the
water to suffer a good deal of damage, and
it is deleterious from the domestic point of
view as well. A man I know who is living
under a muile from me is prepared to swear
that the dirty water ruined about £30 worth
of linen in one week. His wife did not
realise the danger she was running when
she washed a quantity of fine linen cloth
in the water, and afterwards found it was
so badly stained that it could never be
worn again. I have taken part in influen-
tial deputations representing the local
authorities and the citizens of my district,
which have waited upon the -Minister. I
have also been over the ground personally
with him. I do think it is his duty to make
it exceptionally plain to the Government,
and to keep on making it plain that they
must do something to improve our water
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supply. The Minister for Mines interjected
just now that the cost had to be taken into
conisiderarion. Surely he will admit that

Ithe cost Of money will not be any less 12
,nonths hence than) it is now.

Thle Minister for Mines: My word, it will.
Capt. ('ARTER: We have been told that

thle markets have stabilised themselves,
n nd thaet mloney was cheaper again.

Tile MNinister for Mi~nes: I do not think
any MFilliiter told you that.

Sittilig snsapcndcd from 6.15 to 7.30 p.

(alit. C'ARTER: Before the tea adjourn.
inent I wall referring to the water
stpir~-

Hou. 11. Collier: And other things in the
water.

Capt. CARTER: That is so. I had dealt
chiefly with the indlequate supply'of water
which was being provided in the northern
suburbs. I had referred to it not only as
unsightly but as unsavoury and unsafe. I
relieve the officers concerned of any per-
sonal responsibility for the lack of adequate
supplies andl for the supplies such as we
hav'e.

The Minister for Works : Thea you
absolve the offleeri

Capt. CARTER: I believe that the Mine-
ister, so far as he is able, has done thle best
hie can with the funds at hlis disposal. I
am glad the Premier is in the House be-
cause I wish to refer to what I consider to
be anl obligation on the Cabinet, and on
the Premier in particular, as Leader of the
House, regarding the policy to be pursued.
It is thle boundlen duty of the Government,
irrespective of the party from which Min-
isters may be drawn, to conserve the public
health of the people. One of the funda.-
inentals of the modern city is a supply of
good, potable water. One has only to read
the history of the growth of any modern
city to realise that thle question of water
supply has been one of the first considera-
tions. During the speech of one honl. mem-
ber, the Minister for Mines interjected to
the effect that he objected to a proposal for
the immediate extension of the hills water
supply scheme, on the ground of expense.
As I said then, so I repeat now, that the
present is surely the most opportune time
for the Governmnt to take this great work
'in hand. XWe realise what the cost Will be
hut, as the member for North-East Pre-
mantle (Hon. W. V. Aagwin) has pointed
out, that cost will be borne by the people
who receive the benefit.

The Minister for Works: At the same
time, the cash has to be found.

Capt. CARTER: That is correct, but we
can find the cash for other public works
which do not immediately affect the public
health of the people to the degree that the
Water supply does. If the Government seri-
ously considered the raising of money for
this purpose, they would not experience any
difficulty. The attitude of the Country Party
members has been referred to by the member

for North-East Frenmantle, and I wish to
back him up. The member for York (Mr.
Latham) referred to £09,000 that had been
spent in connection with this department. He
did not refer, however, to the revenue gained
by the department or to the fact that the
people who received the benefit of the ex-
penditure of that £79,000 had, in turn, to
provide the sinking fund and interest. Thus
there was no charge on the country taxpayers
or upon any other taxpayers than those who
received the benefit from that expenditure.
If country members would realise that posi-
tion, they would adopt a more favourable
attitude towards works of this description in
the city areas. About twelve months ago, I
led a representative deputation to the Min-
ister for Works on the question of the water
supply. When dealing with the condition of
the water supplied, it 'Was pointed out to the
Minister that, because of its condition, it was
necessary to run off many hundreds of gal-
lons of water before a supply of clear water
could be obtained. The fact that large
quantities of water had to be wasted, natur-
ally augmented the taxpayers' quarterly bills.

The Minister for Works: Every ease that
has been brought before us has been con-
siderately dealt with.

Capt. CARTER: But there are thousands
of cases where people have not taken the
trouble to fight the department

The Minister for Works: Because the
charge has been so little that it was not worth
while.

Capt. CARTER: That is not the point. In
some cases the overcharge of £2 or Z3 would
not be much, but to others that might be a
great deal. There are people who are in-
experienced in these matters, or, perhaps,
frightened at officialdom, with the result that
they will not take the matter up Writh the de-
partment.

The Minister for Works: There is nothing
to be frightened of in connection with my
department!

Capt. CARTER: I do not know that; as
I mentioned a little while ago, I have led
deputations to the Minister! Some of these
people have paid their water charges immedi-
ately. Others, however, have fought the de-
partment. Recently a man showed me a letter
which, he said, represented the outcome of a
lengthy correspondence between himself and
the department. I give that man the credit
-and the department can take whatever
credit they like from it, too-that in the end
he received his rebate, flow many people we
prepared to fight the department in that wayi
Why cannot the department acknowledge the
fact that they have overcharged people, or
charged people with large sums, in the aggre-
gate, for excess 'water which has not been
used for consumption, for domestic purposes
or for aesthetic purposes, in order to build up
and beautify their homes? Whatever the
opinion of the Minister may be, the man
who puts in his Saturday afternoons and his
Sundays beautifying his home is a worthy
citizen of the best type. The man who takes
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an interest in his property should be en-
couraged. The water which has had to be
run off as I have indicated, has been run off
for no other purpose than to get a dlean,
decent supply. Apart from the state of the
water, however, the supply is inadequate.
That refers both to the old settled parts and
to the new areas which are being opened up.
'Within a very short distance of the reservoir
at Mt. Hawthorn is Cape-street, and although
it is so close to the reservoir, the holders of
blocks there cannot get the water service sup-
plied. Recently a letter was sent to the de-
partment signed by five owners of blocks in
that street, asking that the water main should
be extended for about 200 yards. Their ap-
plication was refused and practically no rea-
son Was given by the department.

The Mtinister for Works: A full reason
would be given.

Capt. CARTER: The department has also
been approached by the Perth Road Board.
These people are desirous of improving thei r
blocks by building houses on them but they
cannot do that without a water supply. We
are in a pretty parlous condition if, within a
quarter of a mile of a reservoir, we cannot
give people an ordinary water supply. The
Gov-ernment can deal with this question in
only one way. We have beard much about
the necessity for a bold and comprehensive
policy, but this is the only way to tackle this
question. We should make our first loss our
last loss. Whatever sum may be required, if
the people are told what they had to face,
they will stand the charges levied against
thenm. On the subject of departmental activi-
ties,' I asked some questions recently regard-
ing the Herdsman's Lake proposition. The
Minister said there would be an opportunity
of discussing that matter on this Vote.

The Minister for Works: Not on this Vote.
It is not a metropolitan matter,

Capt. CARTER: I understand that is the
position, but the last time I referred to the
matter the Minister said that I could raise
the question on the Estimates.

The Premier: That will be dealt with on
the Loan Estimates.

Capt. CARTER: Then I ~Will leave the
mantter till then. It is a question of extreme
urgency and T want to ventilate it. Other
returned soldier members in this House have
made reference to the Maimed and Limbless
Returned Soldiers' Association, in connection
with which two eases have been mentioned.
I have referred both of them to the Minister
and to the Premier. Both men are now
'norking hut I wvill not let this opportunity
pass without saying what I think is true. I
believe that the department in these instances,
deliberately or otherwise, made an attempt to
impose upon the returned soldiers unfair con-
ditions.

The Minister for Works: I have the par-
ticulars here.

Mr. CARTER:- I am prepared to say what
is in my mind, because I believe that what I
have to say is in accordance with the facts.

I understand that Sheppard is working now,
but what about the three months he lost while
the squabble-it was practically nothing else
between him ari~d his superior officer-was in
progress? The department, deliberately or
otherwise, sought to impose upon these sol-
diers disabilities arising out of their pension
rights. Whether right or wrong, the tact re-
mains these particular men were penalised in
that they lost their positions. They were told
that after a certain date there would be a
reduction in their wages, and the argument
used was that the amount they would receive,
coupled with the pension from the Common-
wealth Government, which had been granted
in recognition of their war service;, would
make up the amount previously paid to them
as wages. T am opposed to any such action.
The Maimed and Limbless Soldiers' Associa-
tion resent it too. These men had been in
their positions for twelve months, and there
seems to be something unreasonable in the
action taken regarding them. I congratulate
the Minister inasmuch as he has found jobs
for both these men. Some consideration, how-
ever, should be given to them for the months
during which they were out of work. In
Sheppard's ease he lost three months. He is
a fine type of man. I know the whole history
of his case, and lie had a valid objection to
the suggestion of the department to decrease
his wages. As he objected to it, he was put
offl, and he and his wife and children were
put in a very invidious, not to say dangerous,
position in these days when work is so scarce.
I hope the Minister will take into considera-
tion the position these men have been in for
the past three months or more. I know the
Government policy has been to give prefer-
ence to returned soldiers, and they have given
thenm every consideration. The Returned Sol-
dier 's League realises that, and we appreciate
that Ministers themselves are personally sym-
pathetic with returned soldiers. Why these
men should have been put off is beyond my
comprehension, inasmuch as it is the bounden
duty of the Government to give them every
possible consideration. I hope what I have
said, although it has been said before by
members representing the northern suburbs,
will bear some fruit, and that the Minister
will do his best to persuade Cabinet in the
diretion desired, and that the Premier will
make a pronouncement on the subject. Costs
are downt to such an extent that the present
would be an appropriate time in which to
commence the building of a great work of the
nature necessary to instal a hills water sup-
ply. I do not say that there is much likeli-
hood of a decidedl decline in the cost of a
w~ork of this description in the immediate
future. Conditions generally in the city and
suburbs are becoming worse with every house
that is heing built and every development
that is taking place, and, as things are now,
the position in Perth as well as that of Fre-
mantle, is that we are suffering under dis-
abilities which should not be permitted to
exist. I assure the Minister that I am not
kite-flying, but that I do urge upon him and,
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the Government the necessity for taking in
band this work immediately.

MrIs. COWAN (West Perth) [7.48]: WVith
regard to the constituency which I represent,
the thief complaint is the absolutely inade-
quate supply of water. I rmi~t admit that
there have been sonic reasonable explana-
tions made by the department, and if it is
impossible to remedy the position, it becomes
particularly hard on the residents that they
should be left almost entirely without water
in the hot weather.

The Minister for Works: In the higher
parts?

M rs. COWAN: Yes; in the lower parts,
thotigh the residents may have as much water
asig they need, the quality is not satisfactory.
It looks as if in the future when the bills
supply comes we shiall not be better off on the
higher levels, unless the engineers associated
with the department are able to conceive a
scheme by which we shall benefit. The
sooner we have the hills supply, the better it
will be for the community-the hygienic side
is certainly very important. We all have to
admit that the water is frequently not pot-
able, and consequently hardly fit to be used.
We are told that n-c should not use the water
for our gardens. In this respect the com-
plaint is made by users that the water des-
troys the flowers aid trees because of the min-
eral substances it contains. There is a good
deal in that, and the defect would be reme-
died by the introduction of a hills supply.

IHon. P. Collier: It is generally admitted
that whilst it is known to kill plant life, it
is good for the human brain; at least, so
the 'Minister says.

Mrs. COWAN: As the member for Clare-
moint (Mr. 3. thomnson) has said, it is good
for anyone who cares for a drink of anything
appiroacing soda. water. On the subject of
the country water sapply, we have heard a
good deal in this House of the hardship being
inflicted in certain directions. I have just
lately been staying in the city of York where
it was possible to get good clean water which
was pleasat to drink. I feel sure that if we
had water of that description in the metro-
p~olitaln area there would be smaller attend-
ances at public house bars. In York no
trouble is experienced in the matter of grow-
ing trees and plants. The supply comes from
Miundaring and the quality of the water is
first class. How different it is from that
which we get in Perth. I suppose when we
get a good water supply, the conditions n-ill its
similar to thoem now being experienced at
York.

The -Minister for Works: You have had
practically nothing but hills water for the
past six months.

Mrs. C'OWAN: There is a good deal in the
argument that it would be better if we had a
board to control this particular department.
It is unfair that the Minister for Works
should be asked to carry out these heavy
durtks in addition to the many others that
he has to perform. Everyone complains and
throws the responsibility on the Minister, but

doa we always remember that Ministers are
doing far more than their share. Therefore
it might be a good reason it the Government
were to consider the advisability of placing
this department under the control of a board
-I do nlot necessarily mean the municipality.
I am not prepared, however, to express any
special opinion on that subject at the present
time, though I think the control should be
given over to a board or trust. If the estab-
lishnient of a trust or sonmc such body were
proposed, I would be prepared. to support it.
As the Minister is aware I have for some
time past requested hin to help uts with a
small concession over a playground. Perhaps
the nmatter of allowing us to have a little extrat
water smay he militating against it. I trust,
however that he will be able to see his way
to ac~ede to the request. It is believed by
many that the absence of an adequate water
supply is preventing the carrying out of the
deep drainage in West Perth. In answer to
questions asked by me, the Minister stated
that this had something to do with the mat-
ter, but that Subiaco, owing to the levels, had
first to be sewered, and that an expensive
pumpin~g station would need to be erected
in West Perth. I cannot help thinking, how-
ever, that the shortage of water has had the
greatest effect in delaying this wvork.

The Minister for Works: Not at all.
Mrs. COWAN: I hope that the matter will

ultimately be remedied and that it will not
be long before we shall get a better water
suplply titan that which exists to-day. I anm
not blaming the Minister or his department,
because as others have said, the department
can only do what money will allow them to do.
I consider that there should be two additional
Ministers in this House to aittenid to the work
of different departnments if we expect it to
ho satisfactorily done.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [7.53J: 1 was
much interested in n-hat was said by the
members of North-East Fremnantle, South Fre-
miantle, Leederville and West Perth on the
snbject of the metropolitan water supply. 1
rep~resent a district 100 miles from the metro-
polis and] I asked why I and many others
should be concerned year after year with a
subject that really does not affect us except
of course financially and as a State matter.
We know that our State indebtedness is ex-
tremely heavy, and one reason for that is the
fact that several public services, the metro-
politant water supply, the tramways and others
are treated as Government matters, and are
dealt with by the whole of the representatives
of Western Australia. Too much time is taken
uip in discnssing these subjects.

Mr. Lutey: And you are adding to the
offence.

Mr. 'MONEY;: I am adding to the offence
with the idea of ending it. It is iinpo.-sible
for any Parliament in the world to success-
fully get out of its indebtedness by paying
attention to matters such as these, matters
which are capable of being dealt with by
others more qualified than the members of the
Legislature. We are told that this service is
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not paid for by the country, that it is a good
paying concern. That being so, it is all the
more reason why it should be taken over by
either a metropolitan board of works or a
trust, and thus Parliament relieved of the
time that it devotes to it year after year fit
discussing it. No business in the world is
sucessfully run unless it is delegated success-
fually. I ant Satisfied that Parliament could
delegate the management of this concern
satisfactorily and successfully. I am satis-
fied that Perth, Fremantle and the suburbs
arc quite capable of looking after and man-
aging their own affairs, and if there should
be any complaint whatever to make with re-
ference to the water suppiy, then the author-
ity would be in a position to remedy it with-
out Parliament having to be occupied year
after year debating it at such length. I
spe-ak in this strain for a particular purpose.
Our very constitution is not framed with the
idea that Parliament should be occupied in
discussing matters of this description. De-
partmnents such as these should be dealt with
by a specially selected board or trust. I ant
satisfied that out of the 50 members of this
Rouse, siot more than 5 per cent, possess a
knowledge of engineering works and would be
capable of dealing with a department like this
as it should he dealt with, Members of Par-
]lamnut arc simply Selected on the hustings,
Some because they can speak well--

Mr. O'Loghlen: Sontic because they lie
well.

Mr. 'MONEY: But they have no qualifica-
tim whatever to handle matters of this dos-
semiptiou. To enter the railway service, a
nian is required to pass an examination, but
a member of Parliament who is asked to deal
with subjects like the one Ave are nlow is-
cissing, needs no qunlificatin. Is it surpris-
ing theni that we find ourselves in the position
we occupy to-day?

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is the examination for the
legal profession a stiff one?

Mr. MTONEY: Very stiff indeed.
lion. P. Collier: How-ever did you get

throughI
'Mr. _MONEY: We are going on year after

year drifting in this financial morass, and
Unless wre make a chonge, we shall never get
out of it. This is one of the changes to which
Parliament should agree. We should delegate
those matters which can be more successfully
managed by other bodies than hy Parliament.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The water supply dlid
not put the State into the financial morass.

Mr. AIONEY: That is all the more reason
why a change should be made. We are told
it is a good financial proposition. If it wvere
not, I could Understand there being some ob-
jection to a board taking it over. There is
every reason why it should he taken over by
a board. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Bon. W. C. Angwin) has told us
several times that the country is not paying
for the metropolitan water supply; the city
is paying for it. Those who are paying foi
these works should take over the management
of them.

M r. Latham: Hear, hear!

Mir. 'MONEY: The people served by this
undertaking, the people who use the water, the
people who pay fo r the water, have the best
right to manage this concern. If we get a
local administration, responsibility will bring
ability. In the metropolis we have not only
the responsibility but the ability. If Parlia-
mient gave the country districts the responsi-
bility to which they aire entitled, they would
find the ability to manage their affairs better
than they are managed at present. The sys-
temt I am advocating could be extended fur-
ther than the metropolitan area. The Con-
Stilution of Parliament is totally inadequate
andt was never intended to deal with public
works. If we are going in for public works,
let US have a different Constitution.

lHon. W. C. Angwin: The Constitution is all
right.

Mr. MONEY: How can we carry on a
business undertaking like this with 50
directors?

MIX. Lambert: We have one dictator, not
50 directors.

' Mr. MONEY: Then I have never seen a
dlictator take things more quietly than the
Minister for Works is taking them on this
occasion. He is leaving the matter entirely
to his directors, the remaining members of
this House. It is absurd to think that 50
members of Parliament can deal with a
matter of this kind. Our time should he
occupied in considering the bigger affairs
affecting the whole of the State and the
n-hole of the people. We are spending too'
much time on sectional work instead of de-
voting it to the work of the whole of the
State. If I shall prove to be the nmeans of
bringing about an investigation or a con-
sidleration of thfe question of delegating
this work, I shall not have spoken in vailn.

lUon. WV. C. Angwin: You ought to remaen
her that sonic of uts attend here three days
a week to consider the business of the
country, while some members attend on
only twoe days.

Mr. LATHA.% (York) [8.5]: I have been
criticied by some members regarding my
attitude to the metropolitan water Supply.
I haive never been opposed to the metro-
piolitan people having a decent water su.
ply, hut I do object to them having it at
the expense of the country, and I will
continue to object on those grounds so long
ats I am in this House.

Mr. Richardson: It is not at the expense
of the coun try.

Mr. LATHAMA: I have not said that it is.
UMr. O'Loghlcn: Then why buillI ut. an

Aunt Sally.
Mr. LATRAMl: The metropolitan pe-iple

may have as many water supplies as they
like, so long as they do not ask the Lountry
to find the money for them.

Bion. P. Collier: What about the country
districts and their water suppliest

Mr. LATHAM.%: The country needs water
a hundred thousand times mfore than the
city needs it to-day, and the Leader of the
Opposition knows it. lUe knows what badl
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to he done when the Labour Government
were in power in 1918.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: And the metropolitan
people paid for it.

Mr. LATHAM: They pay for very little.
Mr. O'Loghlea : Thea what about the

Ifr. LATHAM: The bon. member knows
where the taxation conmes from; it comes
from the primary production of the State.

Mr. O'Logthlea: It comes from the whole
of the people.

Mr. LATRAMJ: Proportionately, perhaps,
but the bulk of it comes from the people
outside the metropolitan area.

Mr. Lambert: That sort of stuff might
he good enough at Bruce Rock.

Mr. LATHAM: It would be impossible to
satisfy the hon. gentleman. I protest
against members saying that the Country
Party are opposed to the people of the
metropolitan area having a -water supply.
No such opposition has ever occurred, and is
not likely to occur: We know that water
supplies are necessary. I am surprised that
the supply in the metropolitan area is as
good as it is. The growth of the metro-
politan area has been so rapid-practically
one-half of the people in the State are in
the metropolitan area-and the times
through which we have passed recently
have been so difficult that I think members
should commend the Minister and the De-
partinent for the fine work they have done
rather than call them over the coals for
neglect. I was grieved to bear that the
Water Supply Department should inflict an
injury on returned soldiers.

The Minister for Works: You should be
sure of your facts before you say that.

Mr. LATHAM: It is open to the Minister
to contradict my statement. I hope he will
enlighten the House on this matter. I have
heard one side of the question and I an
waiting now to hear the Minister's ex-
planation. The Commonwealth Government
realised their responsibility to the men who
were maimed while serving their country
by giving them some compensation in the
shape of a pension, and it ill befits the Gov-
erment of the State to use that money for
the purpose of exploiting the labour of
these men. I hope the Minister will put
up the ease for the department and let us
know the facts. It is a very serious matter.
If the Government do this sort of thing,
what a license it will be for outside em-
ployers to exploit these unfortunate men.
I hope we shall never again hear of a
similar occurrence. It is most unfortunate
that we have out of work in this State 80
maimed men who are drawing a very small
pension. it does not redound to the credit
of the State that they should be unemployed.
The Government should do all in their
power to provide work for these men, so
that they shall have sufficient to maintain
themselves, their wives and famrilies de-
cently. The Government should not take
into consideration the pension they receive
from the Federal Government. The pension

was not given for the purpose of providing
relief to the employer.

The Mlinister for Works: The Government
did not take that attitude and never bave
done so.

Mr. LATHAM: I am glad to hear that,
and I hope the Minister will give us a
clearer explanation than we have had do
far. I do not think the Minister is other
than sympathetic. r remember a speech he
made on the Esplanade.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Surely you are making a
mistake!

Mr. LATHAMI: Tt has always been said
of the Minister that anything he aid he
meant, and I am satisfied he meant wvhat;
lie said on the Esplanade.

Mfr. Wilson: Are you sure of it?
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Was it on a Sunday after-

nnul
Mr. LATHAM: No, it was on Anzac Day,

and I believe the Minister will stand to the
statement he made in public there. If the
case is investigated I believe he will do jus-
tice to these men.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Hear, bear!
Mr. LATHAM: I regret that this trouble

should have occurred in a department con-
trolled by the AMinister, in whose sense of jus-
tice for returned men I1 had se much faith.

Mr. O'Loglilen: He will not fail you.
Afr. LATHAM: We do not need to show

these men sympathy; we should show them
common justice. I hope this will be the last
occasion when we shall hear of any grievance
of this description.

Mr. J1. THOMSON (Claremont) f8Sill: I
support the remarks made by the member for
Collie (Mr. Wilsoa) last night. Unfortuniately
I did not hear the speech of the other soldier
member (Lieut.-Colonel Denton), but with
everything the member for Collie said I am
thoroughly in sympathy. We had a deputa-
tion of maimed and limbless soldiers to the
Minister for Works, and he said he was ia
sympathy with them, and would do every-
thing he could for them. Yet he allows two
men from his own department to be out of
work for three months and does nothing.

Hon. P. Collier: By jove, he has slipped a
lot, has not he?

Mr. J. THOMSON: Other soldier mem-
bers have said that the Mfinister is in
sympathy with the returned men. I do not
believe them when they say that. They are
only trying to pull his leg.

Mr. Lamnbert: You could not pull his leg.
Hon. P. Collier: Or his ear.
Mr. J1. THOMSON: The Minister, in speak-

ing about me a few months ago, said I had
a dispute with another returned soldier, and
that was my reason for speaking in a certain
strain on that occasion. I did not know Mr.
Lawson until he entered the camp on the
Sydney cricket ground for training when I
was in charge of the engineers there, and I
never had any dispute with him. A few offi-
cers in the Pioneer Corps asked me to go
back to the Mfiners' Corps, but that was no



(13 D~oBBER, 1922.1 2205

'lisputte. I had no dispute whatever with 'Mr.
Lawson. I have never met him professionally.
I do not want ever to meet him socially. On
thll water question, I think it is about time
illetromolilan flhe rs took the Whole thing
into their ow,' h~and,. We have bad quite
enough of tile 'Minister for Works and his
mn. I told thle deputation which waited on
the P'remier some mionths ago that even in
Claremiont, which is not high up like North
Perth, the water was not fit to drink. I men-
tioned that I had filled it kerosene tin with
water, and that in a few days the water ato
through the tin. When I was elected to Par-
liament I thought I might be able to do some-
thing with regard to the sewage trouble.
There was a ,teeting of members and I was
appointed to go into that matter. I spent a
lot of time and money in getting out plans,
which I believe are now in Mr. Grant's office.
The Minister for Works led us to believe that
somethinig would be done during recess, We
have been here all this time, and nothing has
been done. The Minister for Works was
going to call a meeting of the local bodies,
but be has done nothing. According to the
Minister, a great American sewerage engineer
has reported faivourably onl our system. IR
have here n copy of the ''Scientific Amen-.
can'' reporting a meeting of sewerage engin-
eers front every State of the American Union,
andl that meoetinig condeuned every septic tank
system in the United States. I shall not op-
pose my knowledge to that of thle great
American engineers, but surely there must be
something wrong with the septic tank system.
I may say that moy plans were drawn up in
consultation with a numbler of engineers. I
.am rnot like the Minister for Works, who
thinks that he knows everything and that no-
body else knows anything. The idea of these
engineers, was that the only proper system for
Perth was to take its sewvage out to
me. Seafaring men tell tile that to take
it out (.n the Cottesloe side is impos-
silile, that it must be taken out on the other
side, I have plans now shiowing the proper
system, which is to ittake a big tunnDel
a~lon~gside- the river nearly to the Fremantle
swielling wo(rks, and then carry- it tinder the
river, and pump up the sewage and take
it to where the first freshwater wvell was made
in Western Australia. At that point there is
a eurrent going out to sea. The plan cannot
lie curried out for %ao years, but eventually
it most be adopted. I daresay there are very
tew peopli- in Western Australia who know
that thle level at the Causeway is only
4 feet above thle level of the sea. How-, then,
c-tn we sewer a growing town like Perth with-
out the adloption of sontle such plan as I have
s.,ggested! Certain engineers ay we should
have- a qewage farm. Onl ny last visit to
the East, I was travelling in the train
to Adelaide and a local man wvho
w-as in the compartment with tie p~resently-
elosed his window, saying, "We are now
getting close to the sew-age farm.' Sewage
farms have been found to be failures not only
in South Australia but throughout the world.

Thle only thing for us to do i-. to take the
sewage out to sea.

Ho,,. WV. C. Angwia: But not via Cottoslee.
Mr. J. THOMSON: No. It must taken to

a point where there is a strong current going
out. I do not wish to condemn people. There
have been so many members condemning the
Minister for Works that I amn loth to do it.

Clook upon the Minister as a great engineer,
but I also look upon him as a man of the
past, as a man who should retire and give
someone younger a chance to do something.
The Minister for Works has been five or six
years in his present positon. He was going
to do this, that, and the other for water sup-
ply; but this sunmmer we are just as badly off
as ever.

Hon. I'. Collier: Worse.
Mr. J. THOMSON: Yes, worse. I will not

say anything about one or two of the Min-
ister's officers. I am not a member of Par-
liament who will come to this Chamber to
condemn anl engineer or a civil servant who
cannot reply. The Minister knows, however,
that in his department he has engineers and
men who are not qualified to carry out their
duties.

Mr. LTAMBERT (Coolgardie) [ 8.25]: 1 was
struck with the remarks of the member for
Bunhury as to the apparent incapacity of
members of Parliament. I do not know that
it falls within the province of a member of
Parliament to slecialise in all the various de-
partments, and ramifications of State. If one
went to Bunbury one might hear the hon.
member, as I have heard him, speak about the
Bunhaury breakwater as if it were the great
national question, overshadowing everything
else. But members of Parliament are not
called upon to control departments. They
are called upon to bring before responsible

Mntesmatters which are purely local.
That is within the province and within the
tights of a mnember of Parliament. In season
and nut of season, a good deal has been said
'about thle metropolitan water supply. I feel
justified in saying a word for the Minister
for Works in that connection.

Th~e 'Minister for Works: You need not do
that. I am not in senile decay yet. I would
not like you to be misled by the words of
those who are.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am not misled by them,
nor an, I likely to be misled by the words of
the Minister. The metropolitan water supply,
though unsatisfactory, has perhaps been as
good as could reasonably be expected. In
contradistinction to many members, I hold
the view that we shall never have a satisfac-
tory water supply here until we place the
system under separate control, though in
saying that I do not wish in any way to in-
dlicate a view that lay members of Parlia-
ment should not control departments. It is
not necessary for a member of Parliament to
run the gauntlet of an examination in law, or
philosophy, or political economy, or astron'inmy,
or meteorology, or any other branch of art
or science, in order to qualify for the work of
legislating. But it is essential, sometimes at
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least, to exercise a little common sense. If
that is done, and if the local view is expressed
to Ministers through Parliament, a member is
carrying out his tnactions. There is no need
to depreciate members ot Parliament on the
ground that they have not passed examina-
tions. I believe the Government to be guilty
of neglecting the metropolitan water supply
to the same extent as they are guilty of
neglecting many other matters. They should
hate put that water supply on a good footingt
and are blameable for not having done so. I
must have Occurred to the Treasurer and the
Minister for Works and Water Supply that
this matter eall never be adequately dealt with
until the control is different. While the con-
trol is centred, as it is to-day, nominally in
a Ministerial head, the service cannot be sat-
isfactory. As the member for York has
stated, the metropolitan area should pay for
its water sipply. I believe the metropolitan
area to be quite prepared and willing to pay
for a proper water supply controlled by anl
adequate board. It is time Parliament in-
sisted that the present slipshod drift, which is
manifest in almost every political activity,
should cease, This Rouse should contain a
sufficient number of members possessing com-
mon sense to say to the Government that they
are not prepared to allow the present hopeless,
helpless drift to continue, notwithstanding
the multiplicity of promises to individumal
members by which Ministers seek to cover
ip their shortcomings. It is nearly time they
were told. I do not so much blame the Gov-
eminent. It is those who are prepared to sit
behind the Government and bark in a sort of
half-hearted way to their constituents that the
Government are doing nothing.

Holt. P. Collier: Just whimper a little.
Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, a sort of poodle

dog's whimper that the Government are not
doing anything.

The Minister for Works: That will s#Dp
when the Dog Act goes through.

Mr. LAMBERT: The member for North
Perth (Mr. Machalum Smith) has recorded
his protest in the House, possibly half a
down times. Other hon. members also have
offered their protests. Bat they could coma
down to the Government behind whom they
sit and ay that the water supply in the
metropolitan area is unsatisfactory and must
be improved.

Honl. P. Collier: In other words they could
put the acid on then,, as do the members on
the cross benches.

Mr. LAMBERT: Exactly. Anything
which the members of the cross benches want
is forthcoming within 24 hor.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They have put the
acid on the lot of them now.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is astounding to mxe
that the president of the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association has not asked the Goy-
erment to shift the rainfall into the agri-
cultural areas.

'Mr. Pickering: Hle recognises the limita-
tions of the Government.

Hon. P. Collier: He does not recognise
any linmitations in the Treasurer.

Mr. LAMBERIT: It is admitted that not-
withstanding any effort that may have been
put forward by the engineers or the Minis-
ter, the metropolitan waotcr supply is inade-
quate and totally unsatisfactory. Its whole
financial basis is unsatisfactory, and so too
is its relationship to Parliament and to the
rest of the State.

The Premier: Do you refer to Coolgardiet
Mr. LAMBERT: No.
The Premier: Coolgardie is very well sup-

plied with water.
Mr. LAMBERT: If you were to supply

water to the goldfields at the price at whicb
it ought to be supplied now that the gold-
fields people have paid for the sctheme-

The Premier: They dlid not pay for it.
The agriculturists paid for it.

Mr. LAMBERT: And so I suppose the
agriculturists are to have the benefit of it.
The time will come when we shall not allow
that sort of thing. I regret having to bring
up the question of the discharge of a couple
of returned soldiers from the Water Supply
Department. I1 do not know that I have ever
lauded the non-combatants who sometimes
take a profound interest in soldiers' affairs
and push themselves right into the firing
ranks, both here and on public platforms, in
defence of thle soldier; but there is a
worthy set of returned soldiers who ought
to have received greater consideration from
the State Government. Two men were dis-
charged from the Water Supply Department
because they would not accept a deduction
from their weekly wages equivalent to their
war pensions. Mr. Lawvson, who dealt with
this matter, might have felt that he was
right. To thle extent of his desire to run
his department on sound commercial lines,
his action might find justification, but if we
are going to show an indecent disregard for
our duty to these maimed men-

The Minister for Works: Are you sure
that is so? Why say that, unless you knowl

Mr. LAME1ERT: I have been through the
correspondence and have attended meetings
of the maimed soldiers. I heard the ex-
planations of both Sheppard and Whittle-
ston, and the history of the events which led
tip to their dismissal because they would not
agree to the deduction of their war pensions
from their wages. I applaud them for it.
There is no member of the House mean or
paltry or petty enough to sanction thnt sort
of thing. If there be on God 's earth one
set of n-ca more deserving than another Of
consideration, it is those who unfortunately
were partially or totally ineapitated at the
wvar. The action of the State Government
in attempting to deduct the pensions of those
partially incapacitated men is almost too
awful for us to contemplate. T hope the
Minister will hive some explanation to
proffer. If the department are capable of
nets of this sort, it is due to the country to
know of the way our maimed men are being
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treated by the Government. It is a crying
shame that there should be amongst us 80
or 100 partially incapacitated men who can-
not find positions in Western Australia.

Mr. Teesdale: Does it not reflect on the
private employers also?

Mr. LAMBERT: Admittedly, but if the
employers are lacking in their duty towards
those men, it is for the Govertnent to come
to the rescue. The employers who are em-
ploying cheap boy labour in lifts and jobs
of that sort instead of employing maimed
mna, ouibt to be held up to odium through-
out the State. If they will not have greater
regard for their obligations to the maimed
men, the maimed men will find means of
sholling up some of the great patriots who
are still capable of waving flags and singing
''God Save the King" and "Rule Brit-
aunia,'' while our maimed men starve ia the
streets.

Mr. Machalum Smith: How many maimed
mn have you employed?

Mr. LAMBERT: As many as I could.
'Mr. Underwood: It is just as well to sing

''Rule Britannia'' as to sing "The Watch
on the Rhine?'

Mr. LAMBERT: I know which would the
better suit my friend'7s voice. If I had oppor-
tunity to-morrow I would employ maimed men.
As a matter of fact I partly support one or two
to-day, although saying nothing abont it.
There are in Western Australia big firms
wrho for the sake of saving a few paltry
shillings are employing lads ia lifts, while
our maimed men go w-orkless, homeless and
foodless. The member for Hunbury (Mr.
Money) may smile, but the secretary of the
maimed mns' organisation, who is not very
tar away, can give the hon. member proof
that employers have been lacking in decency
to the maimed men.

The Minister for Works: Apart from the
two Ina mentioned, what are the specific
complaints against the CJovcrnmentt

Mr. LAMBERT: It is that they sought to
deduct thle men's war pensions.

The Minister for Works: But apart from
those two men, What other iunstances are
there?

Mr. O'Loghlen: Are those two not enough?
Mr. LAMBERT: If the private employer

is not prepared to shoulder his responsibility
in the absorption of those men, it is for the
Government to do it.

The Minister for Works: Where have the
Government failed?

Mr. LAMBERT: They have failed in this,
that there are in the departments dozens of
positions suitable for those mn. I could go
through the departmnuts and find there posi-
tions for 50 or 60 maimed men.

The Minister for Works: Come down to
my -department and I will take you at your
word.

Mr. LAMNBERT: It niiaht not apply to
any great extent in the Minister's depart-
ment.

The Minister f or Works: Nor in the de-
partments of other Ministers either.

Mr. LAMBESRT: The Minister must know
that there are in thle departments dozens of
light positions suitable for partially disabled
men. Those juel should have first preference
and should be the conmmon core of Parliament
and of thle Government. There are plenty of
positions for those men in the Water Supply
Dnpartmnent as at Muadaring, where men on
£600 or £700 a year drive tip weekly and take
samples of water. A maimed soldier could
do that just as well as call -Mr. O'Brien. If
the Minister taunts me to give him instances
I can give him 10 or 20. F do not oish to
make this a personal matter, but an appeal
to members. Parliatment should be given an
opportunity of expressing an opinion as to
whether the good nmie of this country should
be stultified by the incapacity or inactivity
of the Government to meet their obligations
to returned men.

The Premier: I do not think the returned
mn wvill thank you for saying that. We
have dione as much as any Governmeat could
do.

Mr. LAMBERT: [f the Premier, after
listening to the opinions of the executive of
the Mainmed and Limbless Soldiers' Associa-
tion-

The Premier: I am always in touch With
them,.

Mr. LAMBERT: Will still continue to
take up that attitude, I wvill withdraw every
word T have said and nlever speak on tho
subject again.

The Premier: It is easy for you to stand
there and talk like that. We have done the
work anti I have devoted a great deal of time
to it. We have fixed up dozens of men.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Premvier's work is
not finished while there is one returned am
who requires a position.

The Premier: It is easier to talk about do-
ing things than it is to do them.

Mr. LAMBER9T! When the Government
call bring thousands of people into this coun-
try surely the one-tinme robust and strong
men of Australia are deserving of a place in
thle scheme of affairs in this State after their
sufferings at the wax.

The Minister for Works: The Government
have done everything that any set of men
could do.

Mr. LAM13ERT: Let the Minister ask his
engineer about Sheppard. Here is a Juan to
whom justice has not yet been done. He was
good enough to be employed in the depart-
ment for a time--indeed "as kept there for
several months. He was then notified that un-
less he was Willing to have his miser*.ble pen-
sion deducted from his wages he could not be
further employed. Is that true or is it a
lie?

The Minister for Works: Where is the
notification? I have the Papers here.

Mr. LAMBERT; It does not matter abost
the notifiation.
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*The Minlster for Works: It does matter.
You say he iras notified. Where is the notifi-
cation?

Mr. Wilson: Was he reduced in wages?
Mr. LAImERT: The officer desired to

deduct this man's pension from his w-ages.
There are two or three returned soldier memi-
bers who have bee,, through the correspond-
ence, namely the member for Collie (Mr. Wil-
son), the memuber for York (9r. Lathams)
and the member for Moore (Colonel Denton).
We hare been through all the letters and have
listened to the ease of these men and have
questioned them. One said he -was a little
impudent. I know of engineers, members of
Parliament, and of Ministers of the Crown
who have been impudent.

The Minister for Works: So do I.
Mr. LAMBERiT: I know them, too. I do

not think any engineer, because some indi-
vidual said something to him-he (lid not like,
should debar that individual from employ-
ment in the department.

The Minister for Works: You would not
keep a man in your employment if he was
impudent to you.

Mr. LAMBERT: Men have been impudent
to me. Possibly after a reasonable explana-
tion and ant ample apology no great sacrifice
would be made by an employer if lie nlloWed
a man to return. This is a principle that h as
beens sought to be imposed upon maimed men.
I hope they will fight against it.

The Premier: Yob. must not talk in a
general way like that.,

Mr. LAMBERT!± How would the Premier
desire me to talk?

The Premier: In these two eases what yotl
say may have happened, but it has not oc-
curred in many cases&,

The Minister for Works: Tt has not hap-
peneod anywhere as you- have stated the po-
sition.

Mr. Teesdale: Why not do the thing de-
partmentally instead of making this fearful
exposure9I It -will be printed all over the
country to-morrow. There are only two cases
in question, and yet you make it apply to all
the soldiers in W.A.

Mr. LAMBERT: There are 80 maimed
men out of employment to-day.

Mr. Teesdale: This Statte has treated these
men better than any other State in Austra-
iea. Do not multiply the facts in the general
way you are doing.

Mr. LAMBERT: The lion. member can
show his somewhat slavish devotion to the
Government by npologising for them after I
have sat down.

Mr. Teesdalo; Make it more general and
not so direct against the Government.

Mr. Marshall: Hush it up.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. LAMBERT!± Let the bon. member

continue to stand as an apologist for the Gov-
ernment. We want tjese men placed in em-
ploym entI.

Air Teesdale: We all want that.
Mr. Wilson: For four months we have

been trying to get redress.

Mr. LAMBERT: The member for Clare-
inont can tell the Government, as can the mem-
ber for Moore and the member for York, how
long we have bee,, trying to get these men
emloyment.

ier. J1. Thomson: Here is the date.
M1r. LAMBERT: This did not happen

only y-esterday. It is a prinlcile we are fight-
ing for on behalf of the maimed men. Do
the Government intend to showv a bad ox-
ample to the country by deducting the pen-
sions from the, wages of these men? We
assured them that if it were possible to focus
attention upon the case it would be done. 1
could aot think that the Miinister for Works
or the Premier were fully acquainted with the
facts of the ease. It is very clear to me. We
have read the letters from 'Mir Lawson and
have been through the file. The position
Should be remedied. No Government should
deduct pensions from maimed men who are in
their employ.

Mr. Teesdale; When were you put on the
Conamisgiont

Mr. LAMBERT: The bon. member ought
to get his friend from Guildford to ask his
own question.

Mr. Teesdale: E ai not indebted to the
nmember for Guildford for any question that

IWak.
Mr. Davies: That was what I wanted to

know.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Hon. members

must not keep on interjecting.
Mr. Davies: Why do you say 'we' when

.you are referring to other membersI
Mr. Wilson: Hes was on the deputation.
Mr. Davies: That is what I wanted to

know. One would have thought the hon. mem-
ber was a returned soldier.

Mr. LAMBERT: I was there by invitation.
Mr. Davies: We did not understand the po-

sition.-
Mr. LAMBERT: It is a serious matter and

we are all very much concerned about it.
The Premier: The soldiers get a lot of

lip service but no real service.
'Mr. tutey: They get a lot of that.
iMr. LAMBERT: It is all they have got

fronm the Government.
The Premier: That is' what you have said

before but it is not true.
Mr. LAiMBERT; I would be wrong in say-

injg that. I will give the Premier credit for
having done a great amount of good. I
would be unjust and ungrateful if I said he
bad not done so. These remarks also apply
to the Minister for Works.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Federal Gov-
emnent have been neglecting their duties.

Mr. LAMBERTl: I hope the Premier and
the MVilister for Works will realise that we
shbould all have some feeling of gratitude,
and be prepared to extend our services to
these men.

The Minister for Works: We realise that
more than you do.

M.%r. LAMBERT: I do not think so.
'Mr. Lutey: He has not shown it.
'Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister may realise

it as much as I do, but if so why was Mr.
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Lawson allowed to put this man off merely
because he would not accept the deduction
of his pension from his wages?

The Minister for Works: I wHil give yot,
the explanation.

Mr. LAMIBERT: I shall be pleased to get
it. Much has been said about the necessity
for supplying water from the hills for the
metropolitan area. I hope nothing will ho
done in that respect to endanger the gold-
fields water supply.

The Mlinister for Works: You need not be
afraid of that.

Mr, LAM7BERT: The people there hare
a prior claim upon the Mundaring supply.
No scheme that is considered by the Govern-
ment should endanger the position.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [8.55): 1
dissent fromh the remarks of the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) respecting the
treatment of returned soldiers by the Min-
ister for Works. I have had occsion to
ask the Minister to place many returned
soldiers in employment, and he has always
done the best hie could for them. I do not
think I can be accused of partiality towards
the Minister f or Works in particular. If
anyone scuds a returued soldier to him he
does his best for them.

Mr. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [3.56]: 1
feel constrained to make some remarks be-
cause, with other metropolitan members, I
consider I have a grievance. I am not going
to build up my ease by condemning another
man. it is ridiculous for members to have
to listen to Ministers being more than
severely criticised and vilified without any
reason being shown for such action. Some-
thing may he done in regard to securing an
adequate water supply in the metropolitan
area. I also feel the Minister for Works
has done all he can with the money at his
disposal.

Mr. Lutey: Do you blame the Govern-
ment?

The Premier: Of course.
Mr. RICHARDSON: I blame the ab-

normal circumstauces in which the Govern-
ment have found themselves. That applies
not only to Western Australia but to Aus-
tralia aud the world in general. I could,
with some members who have been criti-
cising the Government, frame just as good
a case as they have done against the Gov-
ernment. I have to ask myself what I
would do if I were placed in similar cir-
cumstances. I would then begin to think
I could not have done better than the Min-
isters have done. It is very unfair tactics
to make out a case without presenting the
other side. We have good water in Subiaco
and there are no complaints about its
quality.

Mr.' Macallumn Smith: Come to North
Perth.

Mr. RICHARDSON: On the other hand
the water supply is likely to be insufficient
during the forthcoming summer.

The 'Minister for Works: I do not think
so-

Mr. RICHARDSON: I hope the Minis-
ter 's words wvill be.-borne out. During the
few hot days we have had the supply has
not been suflicient. We shall certainty not
have more than we heed. If the Govern-
ineat are going on with the sewerage work;,
as they have promised to do in the near
future, I am afraid the supply of water 'will
be inadequate. I hope that if the Govern.
ment are not prepared to propound a scheme
to be put into operaftion so that the whole
of the metropolitan area. may be served,
they will consider handing the business
over to a board or trust. Each year brings
us closer to one thing or the other. If they
are not prepared to carry out the scheme
it is only fair to the people in the metro-
politan area that they should turn the whole
thing over to a board or trust.

Mr. Money: Hear, hear !
Rion. W. C. Angwin: Yes, and we should

turn over all the other schemes as well, the
Bunbury Harbour Works and so on,

Mr. Money: Quite so.
Hon. W. Ci. Angwin: You would not hark

so much then.
Hon, P. Collier: Turn over the agricult-

ural water supplies to the local people too.
Mr. Pickering : That would be a good

scheme.
Mr. RICHARDSON- The majority of the

metropolitan local authorities would be
very pleased if this concern was handed
over to a trust.

Hon. W, 0. Angwin: They have never
asked for the opini on of the ratepayers.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I will not argue the
point with the member for North-East Pro-
manitle (Hon. W. C. Ang~vin) as the tax-
payers in his electorate may be opposed to
it. I believe the majority of the local
authorities in the metropolitan area, how-
ever, would be pleased indeed to takre over
these respon sib il ities. I believe they would
carry out the work more efficiently and
effectively than the Government, because
the Government have so many different and
important matters to attend to that they
cannot carry on the lot entirely satisfac-
torily. There is another question arising
uinder the Estimates and that refers to the
drainage problem, which is becoming a
serious one in the metropolitan area. In
Subinco this difficulty has become so pro-
nouneed that in the very near future the
local authority is likely to be pioceeded
against in court.

Hon. W. C. Angrl~n: You have power
under the Act to attend to drainage works.
Why do you not do itl

31r. RICHARDSON: We have, hut it
must be remembered that while we have
that power we can carry out only a sub-
sidiary scheme. The Government propose
to give effect to a scheme for the whole of
the metropolitan area and consequently ours
would only he a subsidiary affair, to he con-
nected up with the main scheme. Thus our
hands are tied to a certain extent. It is

2209
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necesary, therefore, that the Government
should take this matter into serious consider-
ation so as to assist the local authorities.
The member for York (Mr. Latham), on each
occasion when lieo has dealt with the water
supply for the city, has spoken adversely.
Seeing that he is the Deputy Leader of the
Country Party, his remarks come with per-
haps greater significance thtan from other
private members in this Chamber. Each tinte
he has stated that if the people are willing to
take over thle scheme for themselves, he is
prepared to support uts.

Mr. Lathamn: Hear, hear! That is so.
'Mr. UICHAJIDSON: The member for York

should remember that the metropolitan water
supply scheme is a paying proposition, anti we
have not e'alled upon the country people to
pay any part of it. Should there be any loss,
it is borne by the lpeople in the metropolitan
area. Let ine remind the beln. member that
if we were as parochial as he is, thea the
country people would not get much consider-
ation. If we said that the people in the
country were to accept the whole of the
responsibility, the member for York would
find himself in a different. position.

Mr. Latham: You are not right in saying
I amt parochinl. I spoke from the State point
of view.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am speaking from
the State point of view too. Notwithstanding
that, we are ill agreed in this House that we
musit see that the country goes ahead first. I
must remind the Country Party members,
however, that there must be a metropolitan
urea as well as a country area.

Mr. Latham: We agree with that.
Mr. RICHARDSON: Country Party men'-

hers do not always say so. If the member
for York takes such a parochial view of the
matter and every time we want anything in
the metropolis contends we must give per-
sonal secuity, we will turn round and apply
that principle to the country people.

Mr. Undlerwrood: But they get what they
like from the Government. They put on the
acid or else they chuck out the Government.

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is the position.
I wish to impress upon the Governmnent, how-
ever, that if they are not prepared to give
us a scheme which will provide us with an
adequate water supply, a proper system of
drainage, arid connect up the whole metro-
politan area with the sewerage scheme, then
they shouldl consider the advisability of hand-
ing over these responsibilities to a board or
trust.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.5i: During
the diseusioni I have been struck by the gen-
eral condemnation of the operations of the
Government regarding various works which
have been covered hy the Estimates.

Mr. 'Machalum Smith: Where there is
smoke, there is fire.

Mr. PICKER [NO: When one considers the
amount of developmental work accomplished
in this State in so limited a time with our
very small population, one nmust realise that

the results are really astounding. We hear
complaints about the water supply for Perth.
When we think of the small population we
have and the enormous amcnt of wealth
we are nble to produce, it is a matter for
congratulation that we have gone so far. As
to roads and other matters, whenlIhear peo-
pie protesting about the condition of our
roads, and I realise the mileage of railways
we possess and tie network of roads and
tracks throughout thme State, I feel that
it is not so much a matter for wonder
that we have bad roads as that we have
these facilities On s8110b an extensive scale.
1 bad anl opportunity recently of inspecting
the sewerage system in operation in the
metropolitan" area. I was struck by its effi-
cieney. I was escorted over the works by
Mr. Lawson, who informed mae that at the
resent to only five grains of solids
per gallon were flowing ito thje river.
When we consider the state of the
sewage on entering and the time it takes to
pass through the septic tanks and
filter beds, it is apparent that a great
deal has been accomplished. I believe we
have as effective a system of septic tanks as
there is in any part of the world. We pass
throughL that sewerage system 1,600,000
gallons a day.

Mr, Mlann: It will become an enormous
inatter to be dealt with.

Mr. PICICEETNO:. It requires serious con-
sidera tion, but that aspect is not lost sight
of' by the departmental officers. The depart-
ntent arc alive to the necessity for improving
the system. The idea at present entertainled
is to deepen a channel from the sewerage
works down. to the deep water in the river
bed. Ihi that way, it is anticipated the
flow from the septic tanks will he much
more rapid. It mnay he necessary to
disecharge at a point n- suggested by
thme memiber for Claremont. The present Gov-
ernment are not responsible for the inception
of this scheme, and it is not fair to attack
tlienm as some members bare done. It is not
generally my role to protect the Govern-
ment, but we should realise that we have
accomplished a lot in a very short time. Re-
garding the water supply and sewerage oper-
ations in this State-

Mr. Underwood interjected.
Mr. PICKERING:- I really think I would

like to make my own speech if I may.
The CHAYIMAN: Order! Hon. mnembers

must keep order.
.Mr. PICKERING: We have been told by

the member for North Perth and others about
the anicty that is manifested among the
local authorities to take over these opera-
tions. I have been in this Chantber for six
years and I have not heard of much agita-
tion from the metropolitan bodies in their
desire to take over these works.

Mr. Mae~allim Smith: They have agitated
fLem time to time.

Mr. PICKERING: Then they have not
made much noice about it.

Mr. Unaderwood interjected.
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Mr. PICKERING: How long have you
beeni a representative of the metropolitan
area? R ave you adopted the metropolitan
area as you say the Government have adopted
the North-West? If the people in the metro-
politan area are so much in earnest, why the
dickens do they not make much more noise
about their desires? 'Why do they not put
forward some tangible proposition?

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: There is no anxiety,
at all.

Mr. PICKERING: Why do they not say
they will buy these concerns at a fair price?

The 'Minister for Mines: Of course, they
would fix the Price?

Mr. PICKERING: Of course they would.
Any old price would do for theta. So far as
the outside water supply schencs are con-
cerned, we have to pay what the Government
demand. 1f the metropolitan people wish
to take over this supply, let thenm take it over
at a fair price.

Mr. Machalum Smith: That is what we
want.

Mr. PICKERING- That is what you say!
f was astounded at the attitude adopted by
the member for JBuubury (11r. Money) and
his eriticirm of members of Parliament. I am
astonished at whuit ho considered members of
Parliament should be. I do not know of any
part of the British Empire where members of
P'arliainent are required to pass an examina-
tion before they can enter upon their duties.
[f such were the case, it would be a poor

old Parliament.
Mr. Underwoodl: Thme member for Eminbury

would not Pass an examination.
Mfr. PICKE'RINTG: I do not wish to be

personal, but what Western Australia wants
is members of Parliament arho have had
practical experience.

Hon. P. Collier: 'Men like our noble selves.
Mr. PICKLERING: We do not want mem-

hers who can pass examinations, but rather
men who have had practical experience, and
they sre the men. who will help to lead West-
ern Australia back to prosperity.

The Minister for Mines: Let us not talk
of ourselves.

Mr, PIC'KERING: There is no need to do
so, heaat's I believe the Parliament of West-
ern Aiustralia compares more than favourably
ivith that of any other part of Australia.

The MI1TNT1STFR FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. Oeorge-Mubrray-Wellington-in renly)
C9.]21: In replying to the debate, I think
the best thing would he to start with the
complaints regarding the treatment of re-
turned soldiers. I challenge any contradic-
tion of my statement that the Government
of Western Australia bare never attempted in
any shape or form to evade their responsi-
bilities regarding returned soldiers. Every
Government with whom I have been asso-
ciaited has had but one idea, and thdt was
that the country owed its best to the soldiers
who went away to fight for-th. Those who
benefited by t'-eir action hbid their part to
do when the men came back. 'Neither the
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Government nor any member of the Gov-
erment has had a single idea but to do a
fair thing by the soldiers and the country.
Reference has been made to the cases of
Wllittleston and Sheppard. Some remarks
have been passed regarding Mfr. Lawson. In
justice to that gentleman, I wvish to explain
that Whittleston made application for a cer-
tain period of leave. The officer who received
it sent it to Mfr. Mfunt who was then Under
Secretary, and by him it was seat to the
Secretary to the Premier with the request
for information as; to whether Mr. Whittle-
stoma's application came within the Cabinet
decision governing this matter. The answer
that came back from the Premier's secretary,
Mr. Shapcott, was that the application did
not conic within the scope of the Govern-
ment 's decision. The maotter did not quite
rest thcre. Whatever may be said about
Mr. Lawson by some hon. members, he is an
engineer whose reputation is respected by
those who arc qualified to judge. As to his
siervices in the field they can better be judged
by those who were there than by myself,
but I understand he served with honour and
came back with honour. Mr. Lawson has been
spoken of as a man who has shown no feeling
towards these soldiers. When he heard that
the man's application for leave had been
turned down, he made inquiries and sent
forward the following minute-

The mnlintx of the secretary to the Pre -
mier is acted, but I am quite sure that
although it may be the letter of the law
it is not the spirit of the Cabinet minute
to deny payment of the leave in a case
where the man was medically unfit to take
uip the heavy work he did before. In
other words, the decision penalises tho
wornided man against the man who re-
turned in good bodily health and spirits.
In this connection, I would draw attention
to the fact that the relatives of deceased
soldiers have been paid. the equivalent of
the leave that accrued before the death of
the soldier.

Here is this man spoken of as being unfeel-
ing and unjust pleading for a second consid-
eration of the decision which had keen given
under a Cabinet minute. On the 9th March.
1920-Y do not know whether the hon. mem-
her has seen all the correspondene-a letter
was s;cut by Mr. 'Butler, secretary of the 'Re-
trrned Soldiers' and Sailors' Imperial League
of Australia. to 'Mr. Haywood, secretary of
the Department-

I hare just received a complaint from a
returned soldier named X. H. Whittleston
who lost a leg whilst on active service, and
it was impossible for him to return to his
pro-war oveupation. As lie worked in your
dep-artment for some time prior to enlist-
ment, according to the Premier's ruling
he shouild receive his accrued holiday pay
whilst on service, and I trust you will at-
tend to this matter at your earliest con-
venience.

What was the result? The matter was re-
ferred for consideration again, and on the
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19th March Mr. Haywood wrote as follows
to Mfr. Butler-

In reply to your letter of the 9th inst.,
requesting that payment be made to -Mr.
Whittleston in lieu of leave during his ab-
acute With the A.].F., I have the honaour to
advise that the matter has been reconsid-
ered, and although the ease is not one
which would come under the decision of
Cabinet, it has been decided in view of
the special circumstances mentioned by you
to comply ictib your request. Payment of
the amount involved will be paid to Mr,
W~hittleston in due eoairse.

That is not an unsympathetic way in which
the officer of the department dealt with the
matter. Coning to the particular case which
has been brought forward, 1 wish to say that
on the 2nd August, 1922, the secretary of the
Maimed and Limbless Soldiers' Association
waited on me accompanied by two members
of this House, Mr. Wilson and Mr. J. Thom-
son. On the 7th August I wrote to the sec-
retary of the Association and this was the
attitude I adopted-

I quite agree with you that if a man is
able to give 100 per cent. efficiency, he
should have the full rate of pay for any
job he may occupy, and I do not regard
the pension as being an item which should
be used by an employer to reduce the wages
of the particular man in question. The
pension, of course, is given by the Govern-
meint so that those who have suffered dis-
ability may, at any rate, have sustenance
if they fail to find remunerative work, so
on that point your Association and myself
are in accord. It is a pity this trouble
has arisen because I can quite understand
the attitude taken up by your Chairman
whcn he saw me at Parliament House, but
for the future when the Department is
employing any disabled man, I have asked
Mr. Lawson to see that the wage is fixed
before he puts him on, and to communicate
with your Association so that you may have
official cognisance of it, and so avoid a
repetition of the present complaints. Of
course it must always be taken as a first
point that the man in charge of the work
is responsible through me to the State for
his expenditure, and he must have freedom
of action in choosing his men, and also 'in
fixing any particular wage which the Arbi-
tration award does not provide.

That is the attitude 'which I understand was
laid down and baa not been departed from
one iota, and so much of what we heard last
evening and to-night can be judged by hon.
members from the terms of that letter. This
letter of mine also stated-

With regard. to Mfr. Whittlaston, 'he un-
fortunately has lost one leg. He is em-
ployed as is stated in connection with a
boat passing between Burswood Island and
the depot at East Perth. It is really A jobl
for a boy between 17 and 18-
Mr. O'Loghlen: A boy of 18 is a man.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is so
long ago since I was that age that anyone

of 1.8 may still seem to mne to he a boy. My
letter goes on-

-as %Vhittleston can only deal with very
light articles, being unable to give the full
service which is required at times in con-
nection with heavy weights, and on such
occasions, of course, recourse has to be
made to other men, which should not be
if the man in Charge of the boat were
full)' able to carry on.

[lad WNhittleston. not been placed in charge
of that job the wvork would have been given
to a nian who, at the same time, would have
performed other work which Whittleston was
not capable of doing.

Mr. Wilson: He was paid full wages up to
this.

The M INISTER FOR WORKS: I will deal
with that point. You have had your say,
so let me go on.

Mr. Wilson: You chlipped in a bit yourself.
you know.

Thle 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mr. Law-
son wrote a note in which he stated that
Mfessrs. Wilson and Thomson, Ms.L.A.1 waited

on him in regard to the case of Whittleston,
and that he pointed out to them that although
Whittleston could do the work on the boat
this would not be the only work an able-
bodliedl m:in would be asked to do, and that
if an ordinar 'y labourer was employed ho'
would be part of his time on the boat and
the remainder on ordinary labon ring work.
Mr. Lawson continues--

I also pointed out that it was very hard
to manatain efficiency on the works when
the tuen saw another employee drawing
mnore nmoney than they were getting in the
aggregate and doing much less work, and
that if it was a case of Whittleston having
to be paid the full amount of £3 1s. a
week I would have to see whether another
position could not be found for him. This
[ think imipressed Messrs. Wilson and
Thomson and when I pointed out that
there was a possibility of continuity of
employment if Whittleston could do the
work they pleaded that something might
be done to show that the interests of the
returned soldiers were being considered1
and it was suggested that if he were paid
the sum of £3 per week the matter might
be adjusted. It was left at this on the
understanding that Mr. Wilson would bring
it up at the meeting of the Maimed andi
Limbless Soldiers.
Mr. J. Thomson: I wish to say that is not

true. We never agreed to such a thing at all.
Mr. Wilson. It is not tree.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With re-

gard to Sheppard, he has had to do not only
with Mr. Lawson but with the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner. Only to-day I had Mr.
Lawson in my office before me. Mr. Lawson
wrote on the 7th August Inst with reference
to this man-

I find that Sheppard has lost one arm.
which of course is to be regretted, and en-
titles him to fair consideration apart from
his ability as a workman. He was em-
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ployed as a storeman oil the Mt. Hawthorn
reservoir after the completion of this work.

Mr. Law.,on explained this morning that on
the job being finished, Sheppard "as
kept on and paid £;4 a week when
he should have been put off, unless
another job was found for him. It ap-
piars that be was kept on owving to some
misapvrreheusion. It is stated that the duties
he had to perform were very light and that
thi officer who put him onl the "ages shieet
rated him at full pay. Mr. Lawson, as en-
gineer responsible for the expenditure on the
job, came across the item on the pay sheets
and made inquiries. He informed me that
Sheppard was not able to give the full 100
per cent, efficiency, and in carrying out his
responsibilities in connection with the expen-
diture of funds, he rated Sheppard's value to
the department as £2 18s. 6d. per week. The
ordinary labourer in the department nmakes
about £23 17s. 6d. per week and Air. Lawson
was and is of the opinion that Shep-
pard's shortage in efficiency is represented
by £1 per week less, which he paid
him. Sheppard has left the department,
anid it is to bie regretted that he ap-
peared to forget that in pleading his ce
it was necessary to be at any rate decently
respectful, both for his own sake, and his due
to the officer. Apparently he was not, and what
passed between him and 'Mr. Lawson rendered
it impossible for ShePpard to again be em-
ployed in the department. I do not exuect
that there should be any undue smnoodging,
or anything of that sort, shown by men to the
officers, and as Minister for Works I insist
that decent respect shall hie shown by era--
ployees to those in authority. Similarly it is
required that respect be shown by the officers
to those under them.

Mr. Corboy: That is What we want.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If it is

shown, to me that this maau used language to
Mr. Lawson which should not have been used,
It would have been foolish to have allowed
bin, again to be employed under the shine
officer, because the sting and the sore of the
pain would remain and would probably create
further trouble. The question came before
the Pub~lic Service Commissioner, who searched
round to s~e if lie could find work for Shep-
pard. The Public Service Commissioner did
offer him a job in the Lands Denartment on
lithographic work. The Commnissioner told
me this morning that Sheppard turned down
this job because he Placed a hithler value on
his services. The work Sheppard was put on
wasl as follows: He Was offered a job on the
Mt. Hawvthorn to Aft. Lawley main at 58s.
a week, which was the worth of the job. All
he had to do was to keep his eye on the tools
and to take notice of what was going on.
He turned down that job. Some reference
has been made-I am sorry for that-to re-
marks of mine made on the Esplanade onl
Anace Day when the Governor, the Mayor of
Perth, and others were present. Every word
that I uttered on that occasion I am prepared
to live up to so long as I have breath in my
body, and not one undertaking, financial or

otherwise, I have had anything to do with
since or before but has been carried out in
its entirety even if it meiant privation to ray-
self and my family. It is wrong that a Mlin-
ister should be challenged in the way that I
have been challenged. I cireularised every
road hoard in Western Australia, not once
but twice or three times, pointing out that it
was their duty to try to help these men who
had fought for us. I received one reply only
and that was from the fair town of York. Yet
some bell. members talk glibly about these mat-
ters and declare that nothing has been done.
There has been quite a lot of criticism of
the metropolitan water scheme. Anyone
who Occupies the position of Minister for
Water Supply is bound to come in for any
amount of criticism, perhaps not so kindly
as it might be. Anything which deals with
the whole of the public must necessarily be
criticised, and I can quite understand
metropolit-in members, when consulting their
constituents, must naturally receive hundreds
of complaints, many of which, if investigated,
would be found to be groundless, but many
of which no doubt have good foundation and
require attention. But I do not want it to
go out from this House that either I as
Minister, or the officers of the department,
are so callous and so neglectful of the duties
we have undertaken as to allow these things
to go unnoted. There is not a single corn-
plaint made in this House or in the Press
but is investigated and, so far ais lies within
thle power of the departmental officers, it is
put right. The member for South Fremiantle
(Mr. McCallum) spoke last evening about
excuses and explanations. If a man has
that trend of mind, and I think the member
for North Perth (11r. Macallum Smith)
was somncrhat like it, anything a Minister
may say with the most bona fide intention of
placing before the Rouse such information
as he may have to show what is being done,
is regarded as an excuse. I do not excuse
anything. If members do not understand,
I explain, but to call it an excuse because
we cannot satisfy everyone of the 1:10,000
or 140,000 people in Perth would be silliness
and members would be the first to speal
about it. The hon. member spoke of the
Premtontle area being without a water supply.
The area was not without a water supply,
but portion of the area had to have a
restricted supply, and that must occur any-
where in similar circumstances. There was
a 6-inch main in the area which had its
supply somewhat curtailed, and it unfortu-
nately elected to burst. As we were trying
to force more water through the mains, to
meet the demands, perhaps we exerted a
bigger pressure than this main could stand.
What was donet Immediately the engineers
found this, they set out to divert water from
another source and send it there. On the
two days North Fremantle was taken entirely
off the main which previously supplied it, and
the water which would have gone through was
thrown into South Fremnantle to give the peo-
ple there a bigger supply.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: They should have
said at the time that the main had burst.
They said it was due to the draw on the
reservoir.

'Th. .'IN;STER FOR WORKS: To show
that the water supply at Fremantle has not
been neglected, as I stated last evening, down
the Canning-road an S-inch main has been
laid as far ais Altred Cove to get more
water from Bickley Brook and the Victoria
reservoir. The pumps at Alfred Cove were
speeded up and we were getting 400,000
gallons more water through that main than
ever before. Since then we have had no
complaint. The lion. member spoke about aprivate hospital being short of water. The
explanation of that will reach ale to-morrow
morning. 1 was not able to get it to-day.

Hor. W. C. Angwin Ile said it was short
for one day. It was short for four days.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member said 1%. days. That is being- ii'-
quired into. The Pederal Hotel was said
to have beens without water.

Mr. O'Loghlen: They should have had
beer.

The MIN[STER FOR WORKS: This is
one of the greatest surprises I have received.
because the elevation of that place should
have ensured its having water if there was
any water at all in Fremtantle. The burst
of main to which I have referred took four
or five hours to put right, and after that the
service was maintained. A complaint Was
made about Palmyra. Let me explain the
position. The reservoir in Frenmantle is 205
feet high. Palmyra is 180 feet high, and
the difference between the elevation of the
two places is largely nullified by what is
known as friction. Consequently, it is inm-
possible in Perth or Fremanutle to deliver
water by a gravitation scheme at anywhere
near the same level as the service reservoir.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No complaint was
made here about Palmiyrn.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have a
note of it, anyhow. Some inembers are vr
good at throwing dirt at their own towns
and country, but what do they know about
the other States? What are the people in
New South Wales, South Australia, and Vic-
toria getting in the way of water supply?

Hon. P. Collier: in Melbourne they are
getting a very good supply.

Mr. Corboy: Except for the eels.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mel-

bourne is giving about 50 gallons per head
per day; Sydney is giving 36 gallons, Ade-
laide is giving 53. Yet we have beet, supply'
ig 80 gallons per day for every ins,
woman, and child. Anyone who has had
anything to do with water supplies knows
that the standard adopted by an engineer
designing a scl~eme is 50 gallons per head
per dlay. When I was building the Pert!,
scheme in 1890, it was laid down on that
basils.

Mr. Harrison: The reason for that is that
the population is not so scattered in Western
Australia as in the other States.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Refer-
ence was made by the member for South
F'remiantle to shortages in certain private
houses. I cannot read the whole file but two
or three complaints were made, and when we
investigated them we found that the inside
service supplying those houses contained a
deposit of lime and corrosion to such an
extent that the pipes were altnost blocked up.
and 110 one knows that better than the bon.
mnember himself. The member for North
Perth (M1r. Machalum Smith) who I regret
is not present, mande a great song about the
Minister not coming to the House and asking
for money. If hie knew anything at all
about the conduct of the Mfinistry and the
duties of the different members of the
Ministry, lie would know that no Minister
can comec to the House and ask for money
nuiless the Treasurer has assented to the
adoption of that course. Every Minister
submits his proposals to the Treasurer, and
if the Treasurer can see his way to provide
the oney, well and good.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Treasurer does
not always give it to hin.

The MINISTER FOR WORKSt No.
The Minister for -Mines : He has not

always got it.
The MiTKNISTER FOR WORKS: If the

Treasurer cannot give it to us, how foolish
it is to suppose that a Miinister could come
to the House ad ask for money which the
'ireasurer cannot find. Mforeover, there are
times in the Treasury, just as in our private
lejves, when we inay have any amount of
eredit hut not the funds. The Treasurer
keeps a tight hand on the purse and will
)lot allowv me, or any other Minister, to
spend money unless lie is satisfied the ex-
lienditure is justified. That is the only way
we eau deal with the finances of the State.

lion. P. Collier: That explains why you
nrc showing such improved results in the
finanees!

The MICNISTER FOR WORKS: If that
control were not exercisedl, the position
would be worse.

lHon. P'. Collier: We can see the improved
results already I

The MIINISTER FOR WORK*: It is idle
to rail about Ministers not doing some-
thing when that something is not within
their province to do. The bon. member
referred to the mayor of Perth in rather an
ungenerous way. The mayor of Perth and
I crossed swords. I know I was right and
lie thinks he was right, but w'e have both
agreed to be very good friends. We buried
the hatchet anti, although we do niot sleep
in the same bed, we shake hands and are
very friendly. I do not think the mayor
would take to himself the credit which the
member for North Perth wishes us to tinder'
stand he would. Regarding the discoloura-
tion of water, there can be no denial of
that, and there never has been. It would
be fool~sh to go against an established fact.
There are times when the water comes
through the main so dliscoloLured as to be
absolutely obnoxious. That is not always



[13 DECEMDER, 1922.] 21

so. The only way to deal with it is to
establish somec filters and keep them going.
A scheme is being prepared, the drawings
are being made and when the scheme is
through, it will be laid before the Treas-
urter with the idea of erecting filters at
Mount Hawthorn, Claremont, Mount Eliza,
and Fremiantle; If the Treasurer can find
the money, the work will be carried out.

Uoni. P. Collier: The discolouration. has
been very bad once or twice this year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No one
denies it. The nmember for Leederville
(Capt. Carter) spoke about wasting water
and the charge for excess water. Every
application made for an abatement in con-
nection with the excess water charge in
that district has received the fullest con-
sideration, and if it was found. that the
npplication contained the elements of fair-
ness, a rebate was made. I thank the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) for the very fair way in. which
he spokp. lie, like myself, has reached a
period of life when he call cast aside al
bias, and bring to bear oIL facts matured
judgment instead of flights of fancy, which
somle less elderly people indulge in.

lion. P. Collier: You arc putting down
hlis attitude to old age.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : To mature judg:
mna t.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, that
and nothing more. His hair, like mine, with
the passage of tione has become silvered.
Some men get silvered hair -without their
judgment maturing.

Ron. W., C. Angwin: And some of them
lose their hair.

The M&inister for MXines : Well, I have
never seen~ a bald-headed wait in a lunatic
asyluni, anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- The
member for Leederville said some lady had
had £30 worth of linen ruined in the wash.
I do not know the lady, but if it is true,
it simply shows that her husband must have
drawn a surprise packet, and] not a good
packet, when he drew her. Shte could not
have been well trained in domestic duti es,because she should have known when she
drew the water whether it was a fair thing
to put the ',uen into it or net. I do not
believe the story. Ladies, so far as I know,
are pretty careful, and £30 worth of linen
is rather a big order. I cannot enumerate
what the linen consisted of.'

Hon. P. Collier: You should ask for an
inventory.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In these
days of high prices, £30 worth of linen
would be a valuable adjunct to the good
lady and her husband's conmfort, too valu-
able to risk in discoloured water.

Hon. P. Collier: A very foolish woman,
anyhow.

The MINXISTER FOR WORKS: I think
so too. All the complaints regarding water
not having reached this place and that
place will be inquired into and dealt with.

Hon. P. Collier: You will have a busy
time next week.

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: The
Member for West Perth (Mrs. Cowan)
spoke about the York supply being good. I
have no doubt the member for that distirict
felt highly elated. The York supply ought
to be good; it is 'Mundaring water. For
over six months, prior to a fortnight or
three weeks ago, nothing but Mundaring
water plus water from the Victoria and
Bickley Brook reservoirs has been supplied to
Perth. It follows, therefore, that the comn-
pldints made until a few weeks ago were
complaints about hills water, and not water
front the bores, The W~est Perth sewerage
referred to by the heon. mnenmber cannot be
carried out until the Subiaco sewerage has
been undertaken, which will be, 1 hope, dur-
lug the next year, there being an item for it
onl the Loan Estimates. The West Perth sew-
erage cannot be done till then, because, the
fall being towards Subiaco, we cannot bring
the sewerage in this direction. The member
for liunhury and other members seem to
think that a board would be a better means
of controilling the mnetropolitan1 water supply.
As 'Minister I shiall be very happy when the
day comes for me to relinquish that portion
of maly functions.

The 'Minister for Mines: The water sup-
iply wats under a board once.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was
under boards twice, and the boards did noat
give satisfaction. The people kicked up a row,
amid the Government took thme Water supply
over. The same thing will probably happen
;ngainm if the Government now hand the water
euppiy over to a hoard. The Minister for
Mines and myself have for some time had
instructions, which it has not yet beea pos-
s4ible to carry out, for the calling of a. meet-
ing of the various bodies ii. the metropolitan
area. so that th. qulestion. of the best system
of control may be discussed.

Ronl. P. Collier: You arc l.olding that
over for a slack week.

The MINISTER FOIR WORKS: We hope
to get it done some time; but how on earth
can niembers expect Ministers to do their ad-
ainistrative, work when they have to sit here
fromt half past two ntil midnight or possibly
two or three o 'clock in the morning? Re-
verting to the discoloration of water, that
trouble *is not confined to Western Australia.
'Last year the muost eminent experts who could
be gathered together from the United King-
dom and Ireland and the United States of
America, met in London to discuss various
municipal problems, such as maintenance and
construction of roads; and they devoted three
whole dlays to this very same question of dis-
coloration of water. They pointed out that
there wai noe systenm known by which water
pipes could be maude absolutely impervious to
the action of certain acids and minerals that
make their appearanci' in water. Those coun-
tries have had the same trouble as Wcstern
Ani-tralia has had, with regard ti the forma-
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tion of nodules in thle pipes, and with regard
to the mingling of different supplies of water.
When such a mixing of waters occurs as be-
tweein our Mundaring water and our bore
water, a chemical reaction sets up and causes
trouble. The sante thing has occurred in Eng-
land, Scotland, Ireland, and the United

States. When these men, who do know their
work, and whose people dto appreciate them,
make such admissions, surely we here are en-

titled to a little consideration. A certain sug-
gestion has been made for the driving of a
tunnel along the river as far as the Fremantle
Smelting Works for the purpose of carrying
the sewage out to sea. I shall bring that sug-
gestion under the notice of Mr. Iawson and

the Engineer-in-Chvief, and ask them to con-
sier the seriousness of such a useful sugges-
tion. Should they find that there is sonic-
thing in it-I cannot be so sceptical as to
suppose etherwise-I shall inform the House

as9 to the result. The memb. er for Coolgardie
was unfair when hie referred to Mr. O'Brien
a going up to Muladariag every week to take
samples-a suggestion that an officer drawing
£900 a year does no other work than that.
The very extravagance of the language used
by the member for Coolgarlie would destroy
his ease in the mind of any reasonable mail.
It does not speak wvell for this Chamnber or for
Western Australia that never a good word

should be said about the State employees,

that hardly any ,neather finds occasion to

mention that a State employee has done some-

thing decent. Tile member for Coolgardie
expressed the hope that the water supply from
the hills would not in any way endanger the
supply t the goldfields. He can go home
and Slee in comfort on that idea. The source
which will supply Perth with hills water does
not in any way aiffect 'Mundaring WVeir. There
is ainy amount of water in the scheme known
as the Canning. I have to thank several mem-

hers who have been good enough to express
their views. Perhaps there may be sonic little
balm in Gilead so far as I am concerned. As

regards members who have given me scathing
criticism, I hope that they have chlarity in
their hearts, and that oil reflection they will
caill to mind that all men are mortal, that no
man is perfect, and that even in their armour

there might be found flaws capable of being
penetrated if occasion arose.

Item, Acting Controller, £326:

Mr. TEESDALE: I was indeed pleased to

hear the reply Of the Minister for Works. I

protest against exaggerated statements made

by one or two members here, members who
appear to thinlk they hnve a1 monopoly Of
syninothy for unfortunate me" who have re-

turned in anmaimed condition. Perhaps every
other member of this House has as much
sympathy for thoe men a have the members
who mae smelt a parade of their sympathy
to-night. The remarks made in this connec-
tion about the Government are simply scan-
d~lo-"5. Outsiders, reading those remarks,
might imagine that there were "reat reev-
ances here in connection with the treatment
of soldiers-whichl I absolutely deny. The

problemn is one that cannot be satisfactorily
noted immediately. In some instances it is
impossible to find positions for the unfortun-
ate mnaimed mn. What I do object to is the
direct statement that the Government have
been remiss in the matter. I would not mind
if members bad distributed their attacks
over private individuals as well, but the
allegations have all been against the occu-
pants of the Treasury bench. Sir Juries
Mitchell has done everything in his power
for these unfortunate men. He has 50 mem-
bers of Parliament setting him from morning
to night. Hie is asked to receive a dozen
deputations a day. On top of that he is
baited-by half a dozen women's associations.
And then, when he comes here, he is set
"Pon by a member who ought to know better.
No State has acted more fairly than Western
Australia by its soldiers. I admit that our
solution of the problem is not yet perfect.
The position is on extraordinary; there never
has been a similar position in the world
before. There must be grievances, and there
will continue to be grievances. However,
I ask hon. members to' recognise that those
grievances are being remedied as speedily as
possible. The charges of the member for
Coolgardie are simply scandalous. The bon.
member every now and then makes extrava-
gaint charges for reasons known only to him-
self. Other members come here and parade
their patriotism for tbe benefit of "'Han-
surd'' and the ''West Australian' Their
efforts would be much mote effective if m'de
quietly between those members and Ministers.
I admit that what has been brought forward
by members who have so suddenly taken up
the case of these men is part and parcel of
the Commonwealth 'a duty, but I do not see
why any reflection should be cast upon the
Commissioners, who understand the position.
I1 do not see that there is need for any out-
sider to g-.lvanise the Commissioners into
activity. TI'e member for Collie is quite cap-
able of looking after his brother soldiers,
and I am certain he loses no onaportunity of
doing so- I would, however, ask him to be a
little less exa-gerated in his statements than
some of the previous speakers have been.

Mr. WILSON: I donot evaggerate in
statements that I make to the House. I am
going to prove to the House what I have
asserted. The very correspondence read by
the Minister demonstrates that these men
have been unfairly treated. I do not think
that in my speech T said anythingr detri-
mental to Afr. Lawson, whom I hold in the
highest esteem. But it is possible for a
mistake to be made, n-nd a mistake ha been
made here, as r shall prove. Sorely it is
peculiar that we should be asked to eo back
years in order to get some camouflage for
the reduction of wacres fimosed upon these
two men. What has Whittleston 's leave of
absence two years rreviously' to do with the
redbetion of his w'ges from £3 19s. per week
to £2 I~S& 6d? The fact of the matter is
that Shepperd was employed as foreman on
sonie works for 12 months.
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The Minister for Works: He was never em-
ployed as a foreman.

Mr. WILSON: I should have said, as ts
storeman. lie had done that work to the
satisfaction of the Government, and had at-
tained the rate of £3 18s. per week. Then we
have the extraordinary statement that because
some men, who were in the best of health and
strength, complained when they saw a stmanpie
drawing such pay-

The Minister for Works: That is not so.
'Mr. WILSON: The Minister for Works

said so.
The Minister for Works: I have never

said so.
Mr. WILSON: The Minister said the men

complained about this man drawing more
money than they.

The Minister for Works: I did not.
Mr. WILSON: I took it for that,
The Minister for Works: You must have

misunderstood me.
ion. P. Collier: The Minister for Works

said the other men would complain.
The 'Minister for Works: That is a dif-

ferent matter altogether.
Mr. WILSON: I should be sorry to think

that ny man would complain. Those men,
after being 12 months employed, were inter-
viewed by two officers in respect of their
pensions. Shortly afterwards one of those
men was reduced to £2 18s. 6d. weekly.

The Minister for Works: He was not then
doing the same work.

M r. WILSON: He was employed as store-
man.

The Mfinister for Works: Then the state-
ijent given to me is untrue.

MNr. WILSON: I am giving you the facts.
The 'Minister for Works: I have the facts,

and I wvould rather takie them as supplied to
me by my officers. I say that Sheppard was
getting £4. 1 am told that the work he was
onl ceased, and the only work they could find
for him was worth not morn than £2 18s. 6d.
He would not take it.

TMr. WILSON: He was reduced on the job.
Hot words ensued between him and Mr. Law-
son. Finally the man was forced to leave hii
work , and for two months he could not get
any employment. Last night I said that Shep-
pard was not working, but I now understand
that he is working now, though not for the
department. Mr. Thomson and I went and
saw Mr. Lawson and talked with him of Whit-
tieston. The very stuff the Minister has read
out to-night is the stuff Mr. Lawson gave us
that day. I believe that ia 99 cases out of
100 the Government have done a fair thing
by the wingies and atunipies. However, a
mistake has been made on this occasion. Mr.
Lawson told us it was a boy's job. Yet after-
wards he went on to say that Whittlebton
could not carry sufficiently well. Where is
the logic in that? Is there to he no sympathy
with the wingies and stumpies? Mr. Lawson
told Mr. Thomson and me that he was pre-
pared to give this man £3 weekly, and he
asked us to advise Whittleston to take it.
We asked would it not he better for Mr.

Lawson to have a conference with the execus-
thve of thle R.S.L. and come to some under-
standing. He agreed. So that ease was set-
tled. Thea it came to the ease of Sheppard.
Mr. Lawson was very angry, and said he
would not employ him. We asked him
whether, if Sheppard apologized, he would
reconsider the matter, and he said he would
do so. We then left. That evening Lieut..
Col. Denton, Capt. Carter, Mr. Lambert, Mr.
Thomson, Mr. Corboy and I went to the
meeting of the comnuittee of the wingies and
stumipies. Sheppard was there. When we
gave him the result of our interview he said
hie would not apologise. However, we told
him that if he did not apologise, in all like-
lihood it would affect the interests of the
wingies and stumpies, and so he consented to
apologise.

'The Minister for Works: I should have
thought more of him if he had continued to
refuse.

Mr. WILSON: But think of a man accept-
ing an apology from a wingy and stumpy and
then giving him a kick subsequently!

Mr. J. Thomson: The Minister for Works
does not believe in apologies.

The Minister for Works: I do not belleve
ia a man. being forced to apologis.

IMr. WILSON: I do not think the Minister
for Works is himself speaking to-night; I
rather think the devil has entered into hint.
WKe have been on this job since the lath
August, yet we have not heen able to achieve
anything. I believe the Government tried to,
find a job fur Sheppard, but without avail.
Hfere is a letter dated the 14th August front
the secretary of the Wingies and Stumpies to
Mr. Lawson-

Dear Sir-At a meeting of the executive
committee of the association held last
Friday, during the discussion on the prin-
ciple, as laid down by the association, that
where our members are employed they shall
receive the full wage for the job they are
holding, irrespective of any pension they
may be receiving, I am directed to writs
you as follows:-The case of Sheppard was
under review, and as correspondence indi-
cated that some words of a heated nature
htad passedl between you and Sheppard, he
now desires my executive to acquaint you
with the fact that should you have felt that
anything he said was in the nature of a
personal insult, he desires to tender his sin-
cere regret.

Here is Mr. Lawison's reply, five days later-
Dear Sir-I am in receipt of your letter

of the 14th inst. In reference to the first
paragraph thereof, T have to state it has
never heen the custom of this department
to take the amount of pension received in-
to consideration when assessing the pay
offered to members of your association.
Payment is based on efficiency, and when
men are 100 per cent. efficient-

Men who have left 20 per cent. of their flesh
in Flanders I The letter eonltinues-

they receive pay accordingly, and pro rat.
where full efficiency cannot be given. In
reference to Sheppard, I desire to thank
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yo'.r executive for tbeir action in thi mat-
ter, end consider thle incident between
Sheppard and myself closed. However, as
a returned soldier and one with the in-
terests of returned ,na at heart, I think
it is a pity, whlen it is knowii that the best
possible is being done for returned soldiers,
and the fairest possible deal being given
them, that certain men do not seem to
realise this. This tends to alienate syin-
pathy, which is to be regretted1 as I yield
to nobody in my anxiety to do what is
fair and right to the returned soldier.
Mr. Lamnbert: If hie tried to get 100 per

cant, efficiency from some of his other em-
ployees, it would suit him much better.

The Premnier: -It is a lot to live up to.
Mr. WILSO'N: It is perhaps a storm in a

teacup, but it is a pretty big storm to those
people who at preseat are buffeted from one
place to another. Jobs for those men are not
too frequent, and when they got in and -get
a fair wage they resent the idea that, after
a year's employment, they should be found
to be deficient. Either the department did
not do their duty in keeping him for a year,
or they forgot themselves when they sent
round to see what his pension was worth.

The Minister for Works: Suppose I hail
come and put him out because he was a
wigy and stumpy, what would you have
said?7

M1 1r. WILSON: Re has been put out. I
stated thle plain unvarnished fact last night.
If any mistakes have been made, they hare
not been mande by me. There is, 11 feel, full
justification for everything I said last night.

The -Minister for Works: I did not quite
understand what you said lnst night but,
knowing you so well, I knew where your
heart was.

INUr. WILSON: I do speak a hit Scotch
at timies, I admit. This manl has been
penalised to the extent of two months'
pay. An 'injustice hans been done, and it
is up to the Government to see that this
man gets redress. I do not think I need
labour the point in urging the Government
to show sympathy with him.

'Mr. LAMBERT: I regret that the Min-
ister should take these impersonal matters
personally.

The -Minister for Works: Well, be a little
fair to other men who are not here to reply.

Mfr. LjAMBERT: I think every considera-
Poe has been shown to those other men., I
dlo not knowi that I have ever met Mr.
Lawson.

Mr. O'Loghleu:- He is a good officer.
Mr. LA-MBEET: le may be, hut on the

27tA July, 1922, Tehant, the timekeeper,
rang up at Loftus-street and aked the
amount of the man's pension. Hfe stated
that the man was going to be reduced
accordingly. On the same day Atkinson at
lmurswood said a. similar thing to the other
man.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: It looks like a depart-
mental instruction.

Mir. LA-MBERT: Yes, an instruction that
for the future these pensions were to be

taken into account. We will always stand
up in defence of these men if there are only
one or two concerned.

lHon. WV. C, Angwin: I wish You would
fight for the widows and orphans who are
suffering the most. The Commonwealth
Government have not been doiiig their duty.

Mr. LAMBERT:. The hen, member cart
bring that forward. We do not wish to
belittle the good work done by the Premier
or the Minister for Work;, or even by Mr.
Lawson.

The Premier: We do not even want our
de eds acknowledged.

Mr. LAMBERT: As Australians we claim
tile right to speak for Australians.

The Premier: Keep on doing it.
Mr. LAMBERT: We say it is a callous

act for the Government to expect to get
1010 per cent. efficiency from these maimed
soldie rs.

The Premier: The lion, member knows
that we have never sought to take away
their pensions.

Mr, LAMBERT: On the 27th July last
two different men were notified that the
amount of their pensions would be taken
into consideratioi in relation to their
wvages. There is no need for the Minister
for Works to feel aggrieved because we
bring these matters forward.

The Minister for Works : I am not
aggrieved for myself, but I do not want
niy officers to be blackgnarded when they
cannot reply.

Mr. LA.MBERT: Who lies blaekguarded
then]?-

The 'Minister for 'Works: Apparently you
are not aware of it.

Mr. LA'MBERT: I have not mentioned
the engineer's name. An error was com-
mitted in this case and it should have been
rectified long ago. If it is possible to
recompense these men they should be
recompensed. The Government should do
everything possible for them and show
themselves in bright contrast to the flag-
waving employers in the city who are at
present shirking their responsibilities.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: Justice should be
done to an officer who hans done everything
he could for returned soldiers. I once
appealed to M.%r. Lawson on behalf of a man
who was out of employment. I was asked
if the man was a returned soldier and told
that otherwise ho could not get a job. The

n wes a returned soldier and when a
vacancy occurred lie received the position.
I do not think Mr. Lawson would be hard
in lisa dealings with returned soldiers.

Mr. J. Thomson: No one has said any-
thing against him.

Hion. AV. C. AXOWIN: I wish to reply
to the remarks made by the "Minister for
Works regarding the shortage of water at
Fremantle. Hle said it was due to the
hurstin!4 of one of the mains. If that had
ben said at the time the people would have
known to what it was due. I have here a
statment published in the "West Anstra-
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liaa'' of the 11th November, headed Pre-
mantlb Water Supply. It is as follows:-

Arising out of the serious shortage of
water in the Fremnantle district during
the hot spell the chief engineer of the
Metropolitan Water Supply, Mr. r. W.
Lawson, made a visit to the port yester-
day. He inspected the main source of the
town and district's supply, the reservoir
on Monument Hill, It was learned that
there had been an unprecedented draw on
the reservoir during Wednesday and the
level had been reduced considerably.
During the past few days a number of
complaints have been received about theshortage of water on the higher levels of
the town. Yesterday morning it was
stated that one section of Beaconsfield
was entirely without water, but a small
flow was obtained during the afternoon.
Last night the Mayor of Fremantle (Mr.
F. E. Gibson, MLL.A.) at whose request
Mr. Lawson made his visit to Fremantle,
sA'id that an improved service had been
promised.

I make this statement tc show that the re-
marks of the member for South Fremantle
agreed with the reports that appeared in
the Press, and were quite correct from that
point of view.

Capt. CARTER: So far as I know no
direct charge has been made against Mr.
Lawson, nor any indirect charge. He is a
returned] soldier and has always given
preference to returned men when the
opportunity occurred.

The Premier: That has been the case in
every department.

('apt. CARTER: I believe so. It is only
fair to Mr. Lawson to say there is no feeling
that he has done anything he should not have
done in the case in point. The nmatter has
passed beyond his province.

Itemn-Assistant Engineers, £9,193:

Hon. P. COLLIER: This item embraces a
large number of engineers, clerks, and cadets.
The salaries paid to some of these profes-
sional officers are low. If the Public Service
Commissioner or the Appeal Board has failed
to award a salary commensurate with the re-
sponsibilities of these officers, the State must
suffer. It is not good that professional men
should be called upon to perform duties at a
salary insufficient for the position. It must
lend to dissatisfaction and discontent. There
are under this item second-class assistant en-
gin~ers, some of whom have been in the ser-
vice for 26 years. One officer started in 1896,
and notwithstanding the responsibility of his
Work he is no'w only receiving £384. Under
these engineers are gangers and inspectors,

n without great qualifications, but they
are actually receiving more salary than or
equal to the engineer in charge of the work.

Mr. Teesdlale: So much for brains.
lion. P. COLLIER: And for professional

skill. I am sure the Minister for Works ap-
preciates the position, and that if he had his
way no professional men would be expected
to devote a life time to the service and finish

up on a salary of £384. There is no en-
couragon'ent for young men to study engin-
eering at the University if they can see at
the end of a quarte- of a century's service
a salary of only £384.

Mr. Teesdale: And yet hundreds are quali-
fyving to-day.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, that is ,the
trouble. The Estimates provide for four
assistant enu~neers at £384, one of whom will
relieve Mfr. Lawson and will have to take
charge of the whole of this important public
service during his absence. I do not say that
even Mr. Lawson's salary is sufficient. In
addition, there is one assistant engineer at
£312 and one at £249. Ta various occupations
throughout Western Australia labourers are
earning more than £6 a week and at Collie
a man can earn £6 a week for four days'
work! Then we find that tWo inspectors are
provided for at £384 each-as much as the
assistant engineers get!

The Minister for Works: They have fairly
large districts to corer.

Hon,. P. COLLIER: I know that, but
there is no comparison whatever between the
work and responsibility of an engineer and
an inspector. I have done this work myself
and can carry out the work of an inspector,
but I would not be worth '"two bob'" as an
engineer. I do not reflect upon the eapacity
of the inspectors for one moment; they are
capable men with years of experience in con-
struction work and worth the money they re-
ceive, but the position disclosed in the Esti-
mates is hinhly ridiculous. It is absurd to
ask a professional mon such as an engineer
to be content with a salary as small as that
paid to a ganger in charge of 30 men, who
has practically no responsibility to shoulder.

Mr. Pickering: This is why we lose so
many of our local engineers.

Ron. P. COLLIER: Of course; we expect
men to he satisfied with such small salaries
.and it is only natural that they will go to
the Eastern States and other places where
better salaries are paid. If the present sys-
tem of fixing salaries by the Public Service
Commissioner or by the Appeal Board is to
be perpetuated, the effect will be that West-
ern Australia will lose the services of her
capable professional men, particularly the
younger men. Such capable men as Are will
retain will be elderly aen who do not earn
about going elsen here to start afresh. Re-
cently a man wats retired from the Public
Works Dlepartment, where he had rereived a
salary of £384 as a second-class engineer. He
went to the Eastern States and secured a
position on the Mildura irrigation works at
a salary of £1,200.

The Minister for Works: I thought it was
£1,000.

Ron. P. COLLIER: In ny ease, that man
was retired here. T1'hat shows how the sal-
aries in the East compare with those paid
here. In a small country towsn, a Government
architect resides. He has no responsibility
as there are no works going on there and yet
he receives £384 a year as well. I refer to



(ASSE-MBLY.]

these matters to show the effect of our present
method of assessing the value of the services
of professional men. I am at a loss to under-
stand upon what Ibasis the Public Service
Commissioner and the Appeal Board work in
fixing the salaries of professional men. A
perusal of the E'stimates Wvill disclose numer-
ou.% instances of wen in clerical positions re-
quiring no special training or high degree of
skill, drawing salaries of from £600 to X800
a year. Their work cannot compare in any
respect with that of engineers an £884. 1. can
only conclude that this is due to the fact that
the Public Service Commissioner and the men
appointed to the Appeal Board are non-pro-
fessional men. With all due respect to the
chairman of the Appeal Board, what does he,
as a ju(Ige of the Supreme Court, know about
the qualifications required by engineers or the
salaries they should receive? On the board
with him are two laymen who know no more
about engineer-ing than they do about as,
tronomy. They seem to have an exaggerated
idea of the value of the services rendered by
other non-professional men.

Mr. Mfann: The assistant rabbit inspector
gets f400.

Hon. P. COLL17ER: I venture to say there
is not printed anywhere else in the British
Empire a document which contains so many
anomalies in salaries as are to be found in
these Estimates, The assistant rabbit in-
spector gets £400 and the assistant engineer,
entrusted with important works, gets £304,
while somewhere else will be found a clerk
in receipt of £700 or £800. Take the Assist-
ant Public Service Commissioner: His work
is imnportant, 110 doubt, hut after all he fills
an assistant position, the real responsibility
resting with the Public Service Commissioner
himself. Yet the salsry of the assistant is
£804. Will anybody say this position is worth
£804, while that of an assistant engineer is
worth only £304?

The Minister for Works: You ought not to
reflect on that officer. His work is of a very
werrying nature.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the Public Ser-
vice Conuniseioner is paid to carry the re-
spunsibility. I am not trying to under-rate
eitber the importance of the work of the offie
of Assistant Public Service Commissioner or
the capacity of the man who fills it. I am
dealing, not with the officer himself, but with
the, office. The assistant rabbit inspector gets
£400, wi-ile a capable engineer is paid £304!
Year after year have our Estimates shown
that the professional men in the service are
underpaid. it is only within the last year
or two that we have made an attempt to recog-
nise the senvices rendered by some of the pro-
fessional heeds and granted them increases.

The Minister for Works: No doubt the
Government have professional men at very
low salaries.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Until two years ago
we were paving them £600 per annum. it is
an absurd salary as compared with the sala-
ries attached to corresponding positions in
the 'Eastern States wbere such men get
21,200, £1,500 and even £C2,000. It is not as

it was 20 or 30 years ago, when a sa 'lary of
£700 or £800 in this State was -considered
very high. To-day it is a iere nothing, as
salaries go. If we expect to get the efficient
services of highly qualified specialists, we must
pay them decent salaries. If we fail to do this,
we shall be left with the duds and the drones.
The fact that the Public Service Commis-
sioner and the Public Service Appeal Board
fail to realise this, is my justification for
bringing up the question to-night. They fail
entirely to take into consideration the well-
being of the State when they fix salaries like
this and expect to get efficient service. The
Public Service Commissioner and the
appeal board declare that they classify,
not the officer1  but the office. They
have done a dis-service to the State by
the salaries they have fixed. In nearly
every case of appeal the professional men
failed to obtain a reclassification and in-
crease, whereas quite a number of other than
professional men were successful in obtain-
ig increases -up to £100 a year. An engineer

who started at £180 has reached £384 in 26
years. That is wholly insufficient. I do Dot
suppose the Minister can do anything; the
matter is not in his bands.

Mr. Money: Your argument is that if the
office is given a higher classification it will
attract better men?

Hon. P. COLLIER: These are qualified
men, but how can we expect them to be
satisfied if, after a quarter of a century's
excellent service, they reach only £384?

The Minister for Works: I wish the news-
papers and the public held the same opinion
of the officers as yon do.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have always felt
that we were sweating our highly qualified
professional mien. The Public Service Com-
missioners for the past 10 or 12 years have
never awarded the salaries which such offices
should carry. If members rvpessed tbeir
views on this question, it might lead to an
alteration in the point of view of those re-
sponsible for fixing the salaries. This
engineer, after 26 years, is getting a salary
equal to that paid to an inspector or a ganger.
We hare had a man in charge of important
railway construction work receiving £250 a
year, while gangers, timekeepers and others
under him have been getting haher pay.
How Pan we expect efficiency under such
conditions? This is a reflection on the know-
ledge of the tribunals responsible for fixing
such salaries. There seems to be an idea
that a mnin trained in the law is qualified to
assess thu Value Of all manner Of Service.
That is ridiculous. A man obtains a position
on the bench because of his qualifications in
law, but because he has attained that emi-
nence in his profession we accept him as a
competent judge of all kinds of occupations.

Mr. Mann: He is supposed to have a
trained mind.

Non. P. COLLIER: Yes, in the law.
Mr. Mn an: In the Supreme Court a judge

has to adjudicate on matters affecting dif-
ferent avocations.
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Bon. P. COLLIER: On the evidence pre-
sented, he has to decide whether a man is
guilty or not guilty.

.Mr. 'Money: You agree that a man should
be qualified for the work he is doing?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. A judge is
qualified for the work of the law. It would
be better to have on the appeal board pro-
fessional men. Neither the Public Service
Commissioner nor his assistant is a profes-
sional man. Not one of the three members
of the appeal board was a professional man.
I must enter my protest against asking these
professional engineers to give the service we
demand of thema for such a paltry salary as
£384 per annum.

Vote pitt and passed.

Progress reported.

fBLL- PRANCE-NORTEfWARDS
RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

House adjourned at 11 p.1a.

Thursday, 74th December, 19LPO.

Bllis: Agricultural Seeds, report .............. 2221
Dw, Act Amendment, Cown...............2221
Land and Income Tax A eict Amend-

ment, 2R. 1.- -- - -221
-Last Tax and Tacoma Tax, 2s-------2280
fLicssing Act Amendment, Assembly's masqe 2231

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

SILLS (2)-REPORTS OF COMMITTEE
ADOPTED.

1, Agricultural. Seeds.
2, Dog Act AmendIment.

BILL--LAND AND INCO-ME TAX
ASSESSM1ENT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
The 'MINISTER FOB EDUCATION:

(Hlon. H. P. Colebatch-East) [4.35]: In
moving the second reading of this Bill I
should like to take the opportunity of inti-

mating to boa. inelLibers that it is now clearly
Linpossible to finish the business of the session
before Christmas. It will be necessary for
Parliament to reassemble early in the new
year. That being the case, I take it that
hon. members will desire to adjourn for the
Christmaus holidays at all events a day or
tuo before Christmas Eve. The business that
it is important should be completed before We
adjourn is that business which will seriously
affect the revenue of the State if it is not
completed before the new year, that is, the
Land and Income Tax Assessmient Dill, the
[band Tax and Income Tax Bill, and the
Licensing Act Amendment Bill. lion. mem-
bers will recognise that if these taxation Bills
are not completed before the Christmas ad-
journment, the Taxation Department will be
given very little opportunity of getting ont
their assessments in time for the revenue to
come in during the financial year. Last
year 'a revenue suffered very severely for that
reason. In view of the unfortunate mistakes
which were m-ade in the Land and Income
Assessmont Act of last session, I do not
propose to ask the Council to suspend its
Standing Orders unless we find at the
close that the suspension may enable us
to do in a day what would otherwise
take two days, and, further, unless we
are satisfied with what has been done.
In such circumstances I should regard a
suspension of the Standing Orders as a
favour, and also a step which would promote
the convenieiice of hon. members. At all
events, we have to-day, and] Tuesday, Wed-
nesday, and Thursday of next week. After
the second reading of the Bill has been
moved, and, if bon. memobers so desire, de-
bated, thore wvill be time during the week-end
for the consideration of the measure, Ard ona
Tuesday we can go into Committee. This
Land and In come Tax Assessment Amend-
nment Bill in the first instance embodies a
provision which was included in the tax Bil
itself last siession. That is the provision re-
gnrding the incomes chargeable of pursoas
who receive in conies in the shape of dividend.
lion. m~emblers will be familiar with that pro-
v~siofl. Its purpose is to ensure that where
the income of a person derived from dividends
puts him on a scale Wvhich weould entitle him
to pay a higher rate of taxation than the'
Is. 3d. dividend duty, he shall pay that higher
ra te. I do not think there is any need to
debate the clause. It is in the same terms
as the clause in the taxation Act of last year.
When that taxation measure was before the
House, a proviso to Section 16 was inserted,
I think at the instance of Mr. Holmes, in the
following terms:-

Provided that, in any assessment made
under this section, a deduction s9hall be
allowed for interest incurred by the person
in the production of the income derived
from divideods.

It will be noticed that that proviso does not
appear in the present Bill. The reason is that
last year we also made an amendment of the
Land and Income Tax Assessment Act, alter.
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