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New ¢lause put and & division taken Wwith
the following result:—
Ayes .
Noes o

Majority against ..

L] =t

AYEB.

Hon, H. §tewart

Hon. J. M. Mactarlane
(Teller.)

Hop, J. Duflfell
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon, A. Lovekin

Noes,
Hon. H. P, Colebatch Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott
Hon. J. Nicholson Hon. A. Burvlll

Hon. E. Rose (Teller.}

New clanse thus negatived.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.
Recommittal

Bill recommitted to further conaider

Clauses 2, 14 and a new clause.
Clause 2—Amendment of Seetion 3:

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I urge that
the old period of three months be allowed to
stand. The principal ohjection to the ez-
tended period is that it is difficult to deter-
mine whether a dog is six mooths old or oot.
Contention arises between the imspectors and
owners, and dogs may escape registration for
six months or longer. At three months the
diffieulty is not so great. The Kennel Club
is quite in accord with the three months pro-
vision, T hope the clause will be negatived.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
¢lanse as printed will bring ounr law into uni-
formity with that of the Eastern States.
Everywhere else the provision is six monthas,

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: That is no reasem
why we should depart from the existing prae-
tice.

Hon. H. Stewart: Is the FEastern States
legislation of recent date?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
is the existing legislation.

Clanse put, and a divigion taken with the
following vesuit:—
Ayes

" Noes

Il Al Ok

Majority against

AYRS.
H. P. Colebatch Hon, A. Leovekin
J. Duffell Hon, H. Stewart
{Teller.y

Hon.
Hon.

Naea.

Hon. B. Rose

Hon. A, J. K. 8aw

Houw F. E. E. Willmott

Hon. J, M. Mactariane
(Teller.)

Han, H. Boan

Hon, A. Burviil
Hoo. V. Hamersley
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon, J. Nicholeon
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Clause thuys negstived.
Clanse 14—Amendment of Third Schedule:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
amendment [ have to move in this clause is
really consequential upon our having made
all registrations start from the 30th Jume. I
move—

That the following be added to the
clanse: ‘‘and the Schednle is further
amended by inserting the words ‘3lst day
of December’ in lieu of the words ‘30th
day of June.’’’

Amendment put and passed;
amended, agreed to.

New clanse:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
move—

That the following be inserted to stand
as Clauge 14: ‘‘The Second Schedale is
amended by substituting the words ‘30th
day of June’ for the words ‘8lst day of
December’ in forms (a) and (b).*’

New clause put and pasgsed.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
There is also a congequential amendment iw
Clause 12.

The CHAIRMAN: That is so.

Bill again reported, with further amend-
ments.

the clauvse, as

House adjourned at 10.35 p.m.

TNegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 15tk December, 1922,

Qnestlm lhﬂwgy Advisgry Board, Qulndmmtns
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 2.30 p.m., and read prayers.
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QUESTION—RAILWAY ADVISORY
BOARD,

Vigit to Quindanning.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier: 1, Are
‘the Government aware that a previous ar-
Tangement for the Railway Advisory Board
to visit the Quindanning district in conneetion
with the provision of railway facilities was
postponed owing to war conditong? 2, Ts it
the intention of the Government to comply
with my recent request that the board should
be instructed to vieit Quindanning and report
on the question of a railway to serve that
rich and well settled district?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No.
Tatter will receive consideration.

2, The

QUESTION—EASTERN STATES
COMPETITION.

Albany and its hinterland.

Capt. CARTER asked the Premier: 1, Is
he aware that merchants and manufacturers
in Perth are unable to suecessfully compete
with Eastern States firms for business within
the State of Western Australia, notably Al-
bany and its hinterland? 2, ig he algo aware
that the reason for this is that railway freights
from Perth to Albany are so high and that
-gufficient space i3 not available on the sea
route? 3, Will the Government increase the
faeilities for trade or lewer railway freights
<on goods made in Western Australiat

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, No. 3,
The matter will receive consideration.

QUESTION—SITTING HOURS.

Mr. PICKERING, without notice, asked
the Premier: In view of the faet that therc
is no prospect of completing the business
of Parliament before Christmas, does ho
intend to continme sitting at 2.30 p.m. in-
stead of 4307

Hoen, P. Collier:
making an alteration.

The PREMIER replied: T do not propose
to make any alteration, There is some
business which must be got through bheforas
ave adjourn over the holidays.

Mr. Pickering: When shall we prorogue!?

The PREMIER: As soon as ever the
business is got through.

It i3 not worth while

ASSENT TO BILLS,

Message from the Lient.-Governor re-
ceived and resd notifying assent to the
following Bills:—

1, Western Ausiralian Bank Act Amend-
meant (Private).

2, Company’s Aet Amendment.

[ASSEMBLY.]

STANDING ORDERE SUSPENSION.
Tazation Bills.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) (2.35]: T move—

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
the Land and Income Tax Assessment
Amendment Bill and the Land Tax anna
Income Tax Bill to be passed through
their remaining stages on this day.

Question put and passed.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILIL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr. Angelo
in the Chair, the Premier in charge of the Bill.

Cluuse 3—Rate of income tax:

The C(HATRMAN: The Premier has
moved an amendment in this clange, to
strike out, in line 2, the figures ‘7,766’
and insert ‘¢6,672’" in lieu thereof.

Hon, P. COLLIER: When the exemption
clauses were first submitted, the Premier
intimated that the total loss of revenue
which would be occasioned by the carrying
of the first new clause, the one which was
defeated, amounted to £73,000. The second
new clause, providing an exemption of only
£100 for single persons, must have very
materially reduwced the amount of the
prospective loss, The Premier estimates it
at £30,000 a year. I suppose the figures
quoted by the Premier have been worked
out by the departmental officers, In order
to make good the loss of £30,000, the Pre-
mier proposes to inerease the rate of tax;
aod that is the amendment we are now
dealing with. Last night the Premier
assured us that the increase proposed would
only recoup to him the amount being lost
by the exemption clauses, namely £30,000.
I have been endeavouring to take out some
figures on the subject, and T make the re-
sult very much more. During the congidera-
tion of the exemption clanses, all members
who spoke stated that there was no desire
to cause the Premier any loss of revenue,
and that they would be quite willing to
vote in any direction which would recoup
the Premier the amount invelved. I take
it the Committee are still willing to do that.
Personally I am willing to make up the loss,
provided I am satiasfied the proposal is to
make it up in what T consider to be an
equitable way. T feel sure that the Com-
mittee ar¢ not prepared to grant any in-
crease which will give the Premier more
than he is losing; that is to say, the Com-
mittee are not willing at this juncture to
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grant any increased taxation. We wan{ to
be satisfied that the Premier is not indulg-
ing in a little profiteeriug over this matter.
I am inclined to think that he is getting
the better of us, that by his proposed in-
erease he will not only make good the loss
to be sustained through the exemption
elauses, but that he will benefit to the ex-
tent of many thousands of pounds, The last
complete figures furnished by the Commis-
sioner of Taxation relate to the year 1920-21.
The only method I have of estimating what
inerensed tnxation tho Premier will receive
under his amendment is by taking the aver-
age in the groups. The uverage income in
the group between £201 and £300 will be
£250. That s a fair basis to take. Under
the proposal to increase the rate of tax to
.007d., the rate on £250 will be 3d. in th:
pound, or £3 23. 6d., which each taxpayer will
have to pay on that basis. In that group the
tax will be £42,103, Adding to that the
15 per cent. super tax, we have £48,000. Tn
that group alone, the increased taxation which
the Promier will receive under his amendment
will be £14,836.

The Premier: They do not pay on the first
£200.

Hon. P. COLLTER: I know that, Taking
the group from £300 to £500, the average
salary will be £400 and from that group the
Premier will receive increased taxation
amounting to £18214. In the next group
which ranges from £5300 to £700, giving an
average of £600, the increasze will be £8,87L
In the group from £700 to £1,000, which gives
an average salary of £850, the total inerease
will be £14,095.

The Premier: How mueh do you put on
the present rate of taxation?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The difference between
.008d. and .007d.; that is all. 1 have taken
out the figures on the basis of the Premier’s
own amendment,

The Premicr: I think your mnat have taken
tho wrong basis.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not at all; that is
the difference.

The Premier: But it carnot be.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Yes it is.

The Premisr: You are not specially deal-
ing with the 15 per cent. super tax,

Hon, P, COLLIER: Not speeially, but that
is included in the figures I have given.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: It i3 provided for in
Clause 6 of the Bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In the next group
ranging from £1,001 to £1,500, which gives
an average income of £1,230, the total increase
in taxation will be £19,344. The Commis-
sioner of Taxation shows two additional
groups, one from £1,500 to £5,000, and the
other from £5,000 upwards. It would be
difficult to arrive at an average salary in
those groups and any figure selected would
not be reliable, In the circumstanres, I have
not made any ecaleulations regarding those
groups, The total increased taxation that
would be received by the Premier under his
proposals, in the groups I have referred to,
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would be £753,000. It will thus be scen that
the I’remier will receive considerably more
than was lost under the amendments recently
made. It is most diffieult for members to
arrive at what the actual amount will be.

Mr, Davies: Do you know the gronps from
which the greater part of the taxation comes?

The 1'remier: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion hns given those figures.

Hon. P. COLLTER: They can be worked
out, The rate of taxation increases with the
mmount of the income, starting at 2d. and in-
creasing to 48d. on £7,766. I would like the
Premier to inform the Committee as to
whether he has any figures showing the re-
sult to he gained from the application of
his amendment, cither to the groups I have
mentioned or to the total. The Committee
should be satisfied that they are not being
asked to vote any more than is necessary to
make up the loss in taxation.

The Premier: I have assured you that you
are not doing so,

Hon. P. COLLIER: But I cannot recencile
the figures.

The Premier: How much do you make it

Hon. P. COLLIER: I make it £75,000
without caleulating anything respeeting the
lnat two groups. 1f the Premier ean give
the Committec any information along those
lines, it will assist members in deciding
whether the proposed amendment is fair o:
not.  While the Premier has increased the
wunoont of tax on other taxpayers so that the
man receiving a salary of £300 will pay 5s.,
and the man receiving £400, 10s. increasing
accordingly until the man who receives £68,672
will pay the maximum rate, which will amount
to £194 a year extra compared with the oid
tax, persons with an income of £7,766 or over
will pay precisely the same amount this year
as under the old rate, beeause there will be
no increasc whatever for them.

Mr. Pickering: The increase will start at
an earlier stage in the income,

Mr. Hughes: Yes, the middleman will cop
it all,

Hou, P, COLLIER: But there will be no in-
crease for the man receiving £7,766 or over.

The Premier: Ours is the highest rate of
taxation in Australia apart from the Federal
tax.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: Under the Premier's
amendment the man receiving £6,672 would
reaeh the maximum tax,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, the man in receipt
of that salary will pay more than be did last
year.

" Mr, Pickering: What about striking out
the provision for 48d4. and substituting 54d.7

Hon. P. COLLIER: The man who roceeives
an income of £7,766 will not pay a penny in-
crease in taxation.

The Premier: Yes, he will, and he gets to
his maximum payment much quicker.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He does not. He
reaches it at £6,672 but he will not pay any
more on his income of £7,766,

The Premier: But he does reach his maxi-
mum much quicker,
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Hon. P, COLLIER: That does not affect
the point at all. He will pay the same on
the higher salary.

The Premier: Who
figures for you?

Hon. P. COLLIER: That does not maiter.

The Premicr: Well, they are incorrect.

worked out these

Hon, P. COLLIER: They are by a
man who knows as much about it as
does the man who works for the Pre-

mier. However, it requires no knowledge
of figures to wunderstand that the man
on the present maximum of £7,766 will
not pay one penny increase. If the Pre-
mier proposes te make all taxpayera
bear this loss, why should those om £7,766
and upwards escapef? If we were to apply
the increases all round, the man on £7,766
would have to pay £258 additional. Since
we are asking those on lower incomes to pay
something extra, why is it not fair to ask
the man on £7,766 to pay something extra
also? The man at the top of the ladder is
to go free, We are justified in assuming
that the present tax is equitably propor-
tioned. If the graduvation is at present
equitable, why is it that any increase also
should not be equitable right up to the
mazimum{

The Premier: It has never been suggested
that the graduation should continve right up.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not suggesting
that. What we declare in our Act to-day is
that we ghall have a graduated tax starting
at 2d. and reaching up to a maximum of 484.
in the £1. Now the Premier says that, in
order to make good hia loss, all taxpayers
must pay something additional; and the
amount provides for that, except in respect
of the man at the top. Why should he net
pay in proportion with all others?

The Premier: He paya the maximum now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the man omn
£6.672 will be called upon to pay an addi-
tional £194 per annum. If that is fair, why
is it not also fair to eall on the man with
£7,766 to pay his share aa well¥

The Premier: Why stop there?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Because we shall
then have suffieient.

The Premier: Everybody will pay more.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, the man on top
will pay nothing extra. A much simpler
method for the Premier to adopt would be
to make a percentage increase in the total
tax. In tbe last complete year, 1920-21, the
total amount of income tax was £425,000.
The Premier says the amendments which
we made yesterday will reduce that by
£30,000. Thus we get a total of £395,000.
If we put 7% per cent. increase on thati
total we ghall get the £30,000 which the
Premier says he wants to raise. Then every-
body will know where he stands. We may
be quite willing to grant the Premier his
£30,000, but by this proposed inerease we
may be doubling the amount. Indeed I am
satisfied that under the amendment the Pre-
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mier will receive much more than ho has
lost.

Mr. Harrison; He can de with it

Hon. P, COLLIER:  That is not the
point. The Committee is willing to do a
fair thing by the Government in this respect,
but we do not want to do more than that.

The PREMIER: The first mistake of the
Leader of the Opposition has been to ignore
the 2d, flat rate.

Hon, P, Collier: No.

The PREMIER: Yes, he has caleulated
on £425,000 ns coming from the rate .006d.

Hon. P, Collier: I have allowed for that.

The PREMIER: ©No, you treat the
£425,000 as coming from the rate .006d.

Hon. P, Collier: No. I have treated it as
the total income tax for the year 1920-21.

The PREMIER: The hon, member has
ignored the flat rate in his caleulations.

Hop. P. Collier: No, I have taken the
total tax for the year; and I wused that
total merely for the purpose of weorking out
the 74 per cent. snper tax to give the
amount of £30,000,

The PREMIER: The flat rate last year
returned £125,000, and we raised by the
super tax and by the .006 rate £300,000.
Now we are asking to add & thousandth
part of a penny per £1 to the graduation
in order to cover the £30,000 lost,

Mr. Hughes: If a man gets 2d. under
the graduvation, that 24. is added to his
flat rate and beecomes 4d. You are losing
sight of that .

The PREMIER: I am not. The fiat rate
amounts to £125,000, leaving £30,000 to be
raised by other means, including the grad-
uation .006d. per £1.

Mr. Hughes: Very few pay the flat rate.

The PREMIER: Every man who pays
tax starts off at 24.

Mr. Hughes: At 2d. plns the graduation.

The PREMIER: Added to that flat rate
is his graduation.

Mr, Hughes: He pays that on his full in-
come.

The PREMIER: Of course.

Mr. Hughes: There is no 2d. rate.

" The PREMIER: There is 2d. to be added
to the graduation. It is 2d. to everyone plus
the gradeation. On top of that [ ask that
there be added one-thousandth part of Id.
per pound, so that a man with an income of
£1,000 would pay 1d. in the pound more be-
eanse of the graduation.

Mr. Hughes: He pays 34. on the whole
thousand.

The PREMIER: Yes, the flat rate of 2d.
plus the graduvation, which, in his case, would
be 1d. When the tax was .006d. plus the
graduvation, it worked out at 8d. in the pouad.
1# it is made .007d. plus the graduation, it
will he 94. in the pound. So the graduation
carries the rate up until we get to the maxi-
mum of d4s. In Queensland it js 3s.; in
South Australia, 1s. 24.; in Vietoria, 74.;
and in New South Wales 25. plus the 7s. 8d.
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Federal tax. When a man here pays 4s., he
has to pay the maximum Federal tax of
7s. 8d., so that ho has a pretty stiff tax of
11s. 8d. to meet.

Mr. Hughes: Another 84. would make it
only 12s. 4d.

The PREMIER: And another 84.
make it only 13s, and sanother H8d.
13s. 84.

Mr. Hughes: We are asking for the addi-
tion of only one 8d.

The PREMIER: I do not do all the hon.
member asks. This has been carefully worked
out., We do not wish to get a penny more
under this scheme than we shall lose, and we
do not think we shall get any more. The
exemptions for all sorts of things are now
very liberal and will diminish the collections
to be made. Some people will be exempt
altogether, though receiving fairly good in-
comes. In rome cases an income of £400
will be exempt. The Taxation Department
estimate that they will get an amount just
equal to the loss, and the Committee should
permit that to be obtained.

“Hon. P. Collier: We arc willing that that
should be done.

The PREMIER: That is all we are doing.

Hon. P. Collier: No, you will get more,

The PREMIER: No, we shall not, I think
the Leader of the Opposition did ignore the
flat rate.

Hon, P. Collier: I did not.

The PREMIER: We do not get auy in-
crease on the flat rate. The only increase is
on what is left after the flat rate is dedueted.
Tf we take £425,000 and caleulate a percent-
age inerease on that, it looks big; but if we
take off the flat rate, it is not so big.

Hon. P. Collier: When I took the £425,000,
I was not taking the flat rate, but only the
pereentage increase which would give you
what yon want.

The PREMIER: I have told the Commis-
gioner of Taxation that I want to raise this
additional amount.

Hon. P. Collier: Why not adopt the simple
method of a super tax?®

The PREMIER: Because this is & fairer
mathod.

Hon. P. Collier:

Mr. Hughes:
man,

Hon. P. Collier: You could work out the
percentage increase required by way of a
super tax.

The PREMIER: This is a fairer way. The
super tax shonld be a temporary measure.
This will have to be a permanent tax.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: It is a 12 montha’
tax only.

Hon. P. Collier: The whole of our taxation
is from year to year only.

The PREMIER: But it continues year
after year. Would any member argue against
the fairness of a graduated tax?

Hon, P, Collier: That is not the point.

The PREMIER: It is.

wounld
only

It is not,
Because it relieves the big
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Hon. P. Cullier: I hope you adopt that
view in regard to your hospitals tax,

The PREMIER: That js for special ser-
vices,

Hon. P. Collier: Your amendment would
not mean a graduated tax, because there is
no inerease at all for the top men.

The PREMIER: It has mever been sug-
gested that any method of faxation shou!d go
heyond 4. When 4s. is added to the Federal
tax, it makes a pretty heavy impost. The
proposal is perfectly fair and I hope the
Committee will agree to it. Under it we ean-
not get more than we shall be losing.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: You know there is a
Federal tax, too.

The PREMIER: But not for anyone draw-
ing less than £200 a year,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If a man is drawing
£1,000, he has to pay both taxcs and to pay
proportionately higher.

The PREMIER: There are very few men
beyond the £6,000 mark for the tax to touch.
In the year we were dealing with, there were
113 men whe received £7,000, £8,000 or
£9,000.

Mr. Hughes:
Lelow £7,000.

The PREMIER: Yes, near enough to call
it £7,000. The Committee should support this
proposal 88 it is & fair and reazonable way of
geiting the money. Gonmc‘lermg the other
deduetions made this session, I do not think
we shall get as much money as before.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I suppose the officials
have taken that inte consideration.

The PREMIER: I do not know that they
have. The proposal will operate fairly
against all taxpayers, and will give the Gov-
ernment what they ought to receive.

Mr. HUGHES: The figures quoted by the
Leader of the Opposition included the Bat
rate of 2d. It might be inferred from the
Premier’s remarks that the flate rate of 2d.
applied to the first £100. On an inceme of

300 it might be thought that a taxpayer
would pay the flat rate of 2d. on the first
£100 and at the rate of .006d. on the next
£200. That is not so. An income of £300
would be charged at the rate of 2d. in the
pound plus .006d. for every pound above £100,
so that such an income would be charged 3d.
in the pound on the lot. It wounld not be
charged at the rate of 24. on the first £100
and 3d. on the rempining £200.

The Premier: That is so.

AMr. HUGHES: That is what I want to
mike clear. Consequently, it is not reasonm-
able to say that we raise s0 mueh by the flat
rate. The flat rate is mixed in every man's
income taxation.

The Pramier: Of course it is.

Mr. HUGHES: When a man pays 9d. ir
the pound, he is paying 9d. on everything. The
Premier rmght. have some officers in the de-
partment who could tell definitely how mnch
of the tax collected belonged to the flat rate
of 2d., but after 15 years association with the
officers of the department, T do not think there

But their average was just
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is & man in the State who could ealeculate the
amount,

The Premier:
would happeni

Mr. HUGHES: A taxpayer would pay 2d.
less on every pound. I am not anggesting that
the Premier sheuld knock off the 24. What 1
want to demonstrate is that, when we talk
about getting o much revenue from the flat
rate of 2d,, it is impossible under our scheme
of taxation for anyone I know in the State to
calenlate how much the flat rate actwally
produces.

Hon. P. Collier:
that basis.

Mr. HUGHES: No; it could not be done.
Take the figures quoted by the Leader of the
Opjposition: On an income of £250 the rate,
worked out at .0074. plug 2d., would be equal
to 3d. in the pound. The increase at the rate
of .007d. would provide another penny. To
that penny must be added the flat rate of 24d.
and the tax is ecalculated on the basis of 34.
on the whole £250. Who could say, out of the
amount of £3 2s. 6d. payable on an income of
£250, how much was duc to the flat rate and
how much was due to the rate of 3d. It is
impossible to say.

The Premier: No, it is easy.

Mr. HUGHES: It might be easy for the
Premier. Suppose we said that the first £100
paid 2d4. in the pound, the first £100 would
yield 16s. 8d. Suppose, then, we took the
other £150 and sajd that was going to pay
3d. in the pound, that would yield £1 17s
6d. But we do not segregate a man’s income
into one part paying the flat rate and a part
paying the increased rate. We take the whole
£250 and eharge at the inereased rate of 34.
I do not blame the officers of the Taxation
Department if they have fallen into the trap,
ag the Premier appears to have done, of as-
soming that a certain proportion e¢ame from
the fiat rate and making their caleulations
aceordingly, This i3 a big question needing
a great deal of thought and ealeulation. A
man earning £400 and charged at .007d. in
the pound would pay 2.1d. plus the flat rate
of 2d., giving a rate of 4.1d. chargeable on
the whole £400. If this is not ro, T have a
fairly decent cheque to colleet from the Com-
misgsioncr of Taxation. I could almost hope
the Premicr’s assumption was eorrect, be-
cause with the approach of Christmas, the
cheque would be very handy. I do not think
the Taxation Commissioner wounld share the
Premicr’s view, On £600 the increase gives
us 3.3d. If we add to that the flat rate of
2d. we get a tax of 5%%4. on every £1 of tax-
able income. How is it possible to say that so
much of the total amount of tax paid is
gained as the result of a flat rate and so much
from the other rate? Tf we could say there
were 20 people in the State paying on £201,
20 on £202, o manv on £203, and so on, we
could enleulate exactly what the inerease in
taxation wovld represent., In the absence of
such information we have to do the best we
ean with the material at our disposal, The
Leader of the Opposition has assumed that
the avernge income hetween those earning

Knock off the 2d. and what

It is never worked out on
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£801 and those earning £300 is £250. The
average according to the Commissioner is
about £243, so that he is not far out. A man
earning £249 a <year pays one-thousandth
part of 14. less per £1 than the man on £250,
and the man on £230 pays that much less than
one on £251, The difference between the man
carning £249 and £251, is two-thousandths
parts of 1d@. in the £ If we take an aver-
age of £250, we get three lota of people aver-
aging the same tax. We lose the first group
below £200, representing £20,000. The Pre-
mier estimates he is going to lose £30,000,
made up of another £10,000 toss from the
group between £201 and £300.

The Premier: No,

Mr HUGHES:
totally disnppears,

The Premier: That is a rough and ready
form of ealculation. We do not lose from
any single class.

Mr. HUGHES: If a2 married man gets less
than £4 a week and is still going to pay in-
eome tax, T have been deceived.

The Premier: Not the married, but single
men. The exomption does disappear at £300.

Mr,. HUGHES: We are going to lose on the
two gronps under £200 and under £300.

The Premier: That is so.

Myr. HUGHES: For the moment I will
leave out of my caleulations two groups one
paying £123,000 and the other £131,000, a
total of £250,000 out of the £425,000 paid,
amounting to roughly 50 per cent. If we take
five proups only, and the figures given by the
Leader of the Opposition are right to the ex-
tent of 25 per cent., the Premier would still
make a profit out of his defeat on the ex-
emption question. The Premicr is very soliei-
tons for the man receiving £7,766 a year.

The Premier: If you are not satisfied with
11s. 8d., T do not know what you want.

AMr. HUGHES: Why take more from the
man on £300}

The Premicer: It has been said that the
man in Heaven has a harder time than the
man in the other place.

At £300 the exemption

Mr. QUGHES: [Evidently the Taxation
Department has been telling the Premier
things.

The Premier: You have not been told any-
thing; that is the trounble,

Mr. HUGHES: The question i3 a simple
one,

The Premicer: It is so gimple as to be hard
to understand.

Mr. AUGHES: We, therefore, suggest a
system that members ean understand.

Mr, Pickering: That is tough.

Mr. HUGHEES: Members have decided to
relieve the man earning less than £4 a week.
The Premier has teld what that will mean to
his revenue, but he does not always get ae-
eurate information, The Premiér said he
wonld lose £73,000 as & result of the exemp-
tion on imcomes of £200.

The Premier: That is going up to £800.

Mr, HUGHES: When that proposal was
defcated the Leader of the Opposition sue-
ceeded in getting the exemption for married
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men raised to £200. Again the Premier said
he wonld lose approximately £70,000.

The Premier: Oh no.

Hon. P. Collier: That shows that his figures
are not reliable.

Mr, HUGHES: 1 am glad the Premier ad-
mits his mistake. He has found it necessary
to replace thiz loss eof £30,000. I am sure
a man on £300 a year would not objeet to
paying a tax of 5s. annually in order to re-
lieve the man who is getting less than £200.
A graduated scale has been laid down where-
by the tax increases as the income goes up.
On £6,672 a man’s tax will increase by £194
plus 15 per cent, equal to roughly a total
of £220, Everyonc between £200 a year and
£6,672 will pay an increased tax ranging
from 5s. to £220. The man on £7,766, how-
ever, will not pay on a higher rate than the
man receiving £6,672. That is not an equit-
able arrangement. We have given the bottom
dog an exemption, and now we are going to
give the top dog an exemption. There i3 no
equity in that. If the figures are wrong, they
are the figures of the Income Tax Commis-
sioner.

The Premier: They are right.

Mr. HUGHES: Then I misunderstood the
Premier. If we want to recoup to the rev-
enue the £30,000 which will be lost through
the exemption clause, let us do it by impos-
ing a super tax of 7% per cent., as suggested
by -the Opposition Leader. A member who
casts his vote for that proposal will know
exactly what he is granting the Premier, If
we carry the other proposal, we shall all be
speenlating as to the vltimate result. The
increase in the super tax means making each
man hear his proportion of the increased taxa-
tion, If the Prewier did vot think 7% per
cent, sufficient, why did not ke propose 10
per cent.?

The Premier: I thought you were in favour
of a graduated tax.

Hon. P. Collier: What is the usc of insin-
uating that anyone is arguing against a grad-
nated tax?

My, HUGHES: The Premier's graduated
increase eomes to a dead stop. He believes
in graduation until the top rung of the ladder
is reached, and then he suggests a flat rate
of 4s. in the pound. Graduation would mean
that thosc on the ton rung would have to pay
4s. 8d. in the pound. Compelling them to
bear their share would mean producing far
more than the £30,000 required.

Mr. Broun: No; because they would not
trouble to make the income.

Mr. HUGHES: The incomes of such men
make themselves, Some of our wealthy land-
lords do nothing but employ an agent to col-
leet their rents and an aceountant to make np
their income tax returns. They ean hardly
do less than they are deoing. Adding another
&d. to our maximum rate would mean a total,
with the Federal tax, of 12s. 44. in the pound.
If it is logical to incrense the lower man’s
rate of tax, it is logical to increase the taxa-
tion en the man in receipt of, say, £7,000
by £258. The latter would find that extra
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tax much easier to bear than the former
would find his increase,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I ask the Committee
not to carry the amendment, because, apar$
altogether from the amendments on the
Notice Paper providing for imcreases in the
rate of tax, it must be understood that if
the Committee strike out the figures as
proposed, they will be supporting a pro-
posal that the man on the existing
maximum shall not pay apy increase. It
will mean that while every other taxpayer
contributes hiz proportionate amount to
make good the loss, the man on top will not
pay one penny. Let us assume that our
present graduation is fair, The Premier's
amendment does not represent a graduated
tax, because the graduation ceascs brefore
reaching the maximum amount.

Mr. Davies: What wonld the hon. member
say is a practicable maximum ratz?

Hon. P. COLLIER: If 4s. in the pound
is a fair maximum when the low man pays
on his present rate of 2.006d., them, if we
increase his rate as proposed, we shonid
raise the maximum rate from 48d. to 34d.

Mr. Davies: In your opinion ¢an we go
to 10s, in the pound maximum?

Hon. P, COLLIER: The maximum is a
man’s capacity to pay.

Mr. Davies: WEll you say that 134, in thoe
pound is a practieable maximam?

Hon, P. COLLIER: I do nat =av anything
abonut 15s. Parliament fixad d4s. as the
maximuin having regard to all lhe ratas
below., I want to preserve tha halanes ex-
isting to-day betiween the low wau and the
Ligh man.

Mr. Davies: How high can we gn?

Hon, P. COLLAER: Let me asx< how high
we c¢an go on the low man? In the ¢ircum-
stances, by continzing the existing svale o€

gradoaiion one ean go up to H4d, Above
£7,766 is a flat rate.
Mr. A. Thomson: You wnuld make the

maximum 4s. 24.9

Hon. . COLLIER: Yes. If the man
receiving £6,672 a year cun pay £194 extra,
the individual receiving £7,766 should be
able to pay something more. There should
be an dnerease all round. Clause 6 deals
with the re-enactment of the super tax.
Instead of agreeing to the amendments
dealing with the rates of taxation, the
simplest way for the Premier to achieve hia
purpose would be to amend the super tax
by increasing it to 23 per cent, whieh
would be an additional 8 per cent. upon the
15 per cent, which has been levied for some
time past. An incrcase of 714 per eent.
would give the Premier the £30,000 he
wants. I would agree to an increase of
8 per cent. If that were done, ench tax-
payer would pay something extra in the
same proportion as now and we would pre-
gerve the present graduated secale, Every-
one would know what he was paying,
whereas under the Premier’s amendments
they will not know. We bave exempted
the man on the lower rung; it is now pro-
posed to exempt the man on the highest
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rung. Surely that is not equitable. The
Premier should retain the reference to
£7,766 and adopt the course I suggest which
would give him, roughly, about £20,000
more. The Premier does not seem inclined
to adopt that method.

Mr. MeCallum; You are pelting money
at him.

The Minister for Agriculture: Why don’t
you make the Premier take it?

Mr. DAVIES: I would like to know
what may be regarded a8 practicable
maximum taxation,

Hen. P, Collier: It is all a matter of
individeal judgment.

Mr, DAVIES: No, it is not. During the
war perigd, taxation in England reached
the highest point.

Hon. P. Collier: It went to 13s. 44. in
the £1.

Mr. DAVIES: Why did it atop at that
figure?

Hon. P. Collier: 1 suppose they thought
that was sufficient.

Mr, Hughes: They want to stop at
111, 8d. here.

Mr. DAVIES: If it is equitable to say
that the man reeeiving £200 or £300 must
pay additional taxation, it is omly right
that the man receiving £3,000 or £10,000
should pay an equivalent inereased rate of
tavation,

Mr. ilomey: When it takes away the in-
centive to gain you should stop.

Mr. DAVIES: This question is agitating
peopie tiroughout the world. In Switzer-
land, which is regarded as the most demo-
cratiec country in the world, the commoners
rejected a proposal to tax wealth, when it
was submitted to them by way of a
referendum. The Federal tax is 73 8d. in
the £1, which, plus the 4s. rate here—these
being the maximum rates—make our total
maximum taxation upwards of 12s, in the
£1. T asked the Premier wby he selected
48, as the maximum rate and why he did
not fix 6s. or 7s. All he could say to me in
answer was that Queensland formerly had
the highest State rate in Australia, namely
28, in the £1, and that we went a little
further than they did.

The Premier: In my opinion 4s. is enough.

Mr. DAVIES: If 4s. be enough on a maxi-
mom of £6,600, why not earry it to 53. on a
higher amount?

The Premsier: Beeause T think 4s. should
be the maximum.

Mr. DAVIES: Well and good. We did
not know that hefore. If that is the real
reason, I ean understand it; but I think a
man on £7,000 should pay proportionately
with the man on £1,000.

Hon. P. Collier: If we do not demand any-
thing from the man on top, we have to levy
a heavier tax on the man below, in order to
make it up.

Mr. DAVIES: That is so. The man on
£6,000 has to pay 4s. State tx and 5s. Fed-
eral tax, or a total of 9s. in the pound. So
nearly half of his £6,000 iz paid away, and
his net income becomes approximately £3,000.
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The queetion is, how far we ought to go!
That question ought to be settled once for all.

Hon. P. Collier: There can be no finality
until we take the lot.

Mr. DAVIES: We ought not to take more
than is wanted. Why should we tax s man
on £6,000, and not tax the man on £7,0007

Mr. Money: He pays a greater amount
than the man on £6,000.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, but not a greater rate
in the pound.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
aggregate.

Mr. DAVI1ES: Of course it has to stop
somewhere. I want to know where.

Hon. P. Collier: It must remain a matier
of opition.

Mr. Money: If we demand too much we
shall get nothing.

Mr. DAVIES: But instead of saying that
it shall cease at 5s. in the yound, why should
we not fix it at 7s. in the pound, and relieve
the man on the £200 to that extent?

Mr. Lutey: You move an amendment to
that effect and T will support it.

Mr. DAVIES: I am mnot going to move
any amendment until I see where we are.
The question is, wher ehould the vanishing
point be reached? I still want to kmow where
we should stop taxation.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Not even a greater

Ayes 21
Noes 14
Majority for 7
AYEs.
Mr. Broen Mr. Money
Mre. Cowan Mr. Plckering
Mr. Durack Mr. Plesse
Mr, George Mr. Richardson
Mr. Harrison Mr. Sampson
Mr, HicEmaott Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Johnston Mr. Teesdala
Mr, Latham Mr. J. Thomsen
Mr. H, K. Maley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mann Mr. Mullany
Sir James Mitchell {Teller.)
NOEB.
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Marshall
Mr. Chesson Mr. McCallum
Mr. Collier Mr. Muasie
Mr, Davles Mr. O'Loghten
Mr. Glbson Mr. A. Thomson
Mr., Heron Mr, Wilson
Mr. Lutey Mr. Corboy
: (Teller.)
Parr.

Aye: Mr. C. (. Maley. No: Mr, Willeock.

Amendment thus passed.
The PREMIER: I move an amendment—
That in Subeclaunse 1, line 3, the figure

‘6’ ba struck out and ‘7'’ ingerted in
lien.
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Hon. W, G, ANQWIN: If it is not right
to increase the rate in the case of a man
earning many thongands a year, it is not right
to increase the rate upon the man receiving
only £200 or £300 a year, This undoubtedly
falls more lheavily upon the lower paid man.

The Premier: That is not right.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Members are par-
tienlarly considerate towards the man earning
o large income. The amcndment that has just
been moved will bear principally upon those
on the loiver rung.

. Amendment put and passed.

Subelause 1 was conmsequentially amended
by the substitution of the figure *<7!* for
‘6’ in lines 5 and 11.

The PREMIER: I move an amendment—

That in line 13 the figures ‘£7,766°? be
struek out and ‘°£6,6727' . be inserted in
lien.

Amendment put and passed.

The PREMIER:

That Subelause 2 be struck ont.
This is to give effeet to the amendment
carried on the Land and Income Tax Assess-
ment Amendment Bill,
Amendment put and passed.
The PREMIER: I wmove an amendment—
That a subelanse to stand as Subelanse 2
be added, as follows: *‘(2) Where the 'in-
come chargeable” of any person i3 less than
One hundred and one pounds, the rate-of
tax ghall be twopence in the pound.’’
Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

I move an amendment—

Clavges 4 and 5—agreed to.
Clanse 6—3Super tax of 15 per cent:

Mr. PICKERING: Under Clause 5 an
exemption is made in the way of dividend
duties. A difficnlty has been experienced
with the Taxation Department. It would
appear that when the super tax was put om,
a epecial assessment was made, and no
gceonut was taken of the amount previously
paid by a compiny as dividend duty. I
would like to have an assurance from the
Premier that it is not intended that the
people will not be ealled upon to pay this
tax twice. If dividend duty is paid by the
company, plus super fax, it would not be
fair to ask the individual to pay the super
tax on that dividend duty the second time,
A case has been before the department.
The Taxation Department has adopted the
practiec of charging the super tax of 15
per cenf. upon the gross income before
giving credit for the rebate in respeet of the
tax paid by the company on the dividend.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They do not pay
super tax on the dividend.

Mr., PICKERING: I am aassured that
they do.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: The clause in the
Bill says distinetly ¢‘without regard to the
super tax.’’

Mr. PICKERING: I have interviewed
the Commissioner of Taxation and he assures
me that super tax is charged on the dividend
duty, If that is so, it should not be per-
mitted. A case has been quoted by way of
illustration to show how the amssessments are
made out by the department and the correct
way of doing it, respectively. This is as
follows:—

ITL.LUSTRATION.
As asséssed by the Department:—
£ 8 4
Ordinary Income £764
Dividenda £5,1%6
£5960 aof 37.56 =922 16 2
Plug 15 per cent. super tax 138 8 §
1,061 4 7
Deduct dividend duty pmd by
company 373 9 3
Tax payable 687 15 1

CORRECT METHOD.
£ a d
Ordinary Income £764
Dividends £5,196

£5,960 at 3756=1082 16 2
Less dividend duty pmd by

company 373 9 3
Net tax under Seetion 5 .. 549 6 11
Add super tax (Sectmn 6)
15 per cent. . 82 8 1
Correct tax 631 15 ¢

The difference between the two methods is
£56 0s. 4d., being 15 per cent. on £373 93. 3d.
An opinion has been reccived from Mr. H. P,
Downing, K.C, and he considers that the
super tax is something added to a tax which
ig actually puyable, and that if the tax, which
is actually payable, is to be arrived st by
first deducting some other tax, it would be
straining the language of the "Act to imply
that the Legislature meant that the super
tax was to be added before making the de-
duction. In view of the position a3 I have out-
lined it, I would like to know from the Pre-
mier whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ecrnment to collect the tax twice.

The PREMIER: If the people who
wanted information on this point had sent
the partieulars to us, we could have had the
matter looked inta. When the tax on income,
mcludmg dividends, comes to more than 1a.
3d., it is charged on the aggregate amount,
with an allowance if the man has paid his
dividend duty. If a man has an income of
£220 and the tax is l1s, 6d., and he has paid
ls 3d, dividend duty on part of that income,
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he gets an allowance accordingly. It is not
intended that the snper tax shall be applied
to the amount of income twice. Such a course
would be unfair.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There is no super tax
on 2 man’s dividend duty.

The PREMIER: No; I think the member
for Sussex has been wrongly informed,

Clause put and passed.

Clause 7-—Section 56 of 1907, No. 13, not
to apply:

Mr. MONEY: The clause repeals the right
to pay the tax in twe instalments. What is
the reason for that?

The Premicr: It is so late in the year;
balf of it has practically gone.

Hon. P. COLLIER: While that is true, it
does not affect the position of the taxpayer.
Surely it is better to provida that the tax-
payer may have the right to pay half shortly,
and the balance before the end of the finan-
eial year. The Premier will only be conecrned
with getting the tax in before the end of the
year. Therefore, he shonld be able to meet
the taxpayers as I suggest. It will not make
any difference to the Treasurer so long as
the money comes in, but the people should
have the right to pay in two instalments.

The Premier: It will take two months to
get the notices out now.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: They are just sena-
mg out last year’s notices now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is all the more
reason why we should allow the people to
pay the tax in two instalments, for they will
shortly have three lots of income tax to pay
—last year’s and this year’s State tax, and
the Federal tax as well. The Premier should
give the taxpayers an opportunity to pay in
two instalments.

The Minister for Mines: So long as the
money is in before the end of the financial
year?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, Perhaps half
could be paid in March and the balance in
June.

The PREMTER: So much of the year has
already gone that it will take some time to
get out the notices and it will be well to-
wards the end of the financial year before we
ean get the taxation in, We generally get
most of the tax in during the last five months
of the financial year. I do not think we shoulil
be obliged to accept two payrients, but I ean
instruet the Taxation Department that when
requested they should agree to the tax being
paid in two instalments.

Mr. Hughes: You will give your assur-
ance that the department will do that when
requested.

The PREMIER: I will instruct the de-
partment to give that comsideration when re-
quested to do so.

Clzuse put and passed.
New elause:
Hon. P. COLLIER: I move—

That a new clanse to stand as a proviso
to Clause 3 be added as follows:—*‘Pro-
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vided that when the income chargeable does

not exceed £400 the rate of tax per pound

sterling shall jbe 2006d., where income

chargeable is £101 sterling and shall in-

crease uniformly with each increase of £1

sterling of income chargeable by .006d.
The object of the amendment ia to exempt the
application of the increased rate of .007d.
from applying to incomes vnder £400. We
have decided to exempt those in reeeipt of
£7,776 a year from the payment of any por-
tion of the increased taxation and we should
show the same eonsideration to those receiving
£400.

The PREMIER Have you worked it out to
show what this will mean?

Hon, P. Qollier: No, but I &0 not think
it will mean mauch,

The PREMIER:
bhack?

Hon. P. Collicr: Instead of the man who
receives £300,epaying 5s. increase and the
man receiving £400 a 10s. inerease. my amend-
ment will mean that they will pay nothing
extra,

The PREMTER: Will this be the last
thing you want te do with the Billf

Hon, P, Collier: Yeas.

The PREMIER: T cannot agree to this
amendment. Tt is obvious that we have
gone a good way towards helping people on
the lower rung, and what we have done
onght to be sufficient. The exemptions in
the cases of married men are considerable,
and they have been increased this session.
A man in receipt of £400 would be allowed
substantial exemption, and he does not need
to have many children to be free of taxa-
tion altogether.

Hon. P. Collicr: He will want a lot of
children.

The PREMIER: A man receiving £400,
with three echildren, gets down to £280 and
then is within range of total exemption; he
pays practically nothing. In faet, if he
had a decent family he would get a bonus.

Mr. Hughes: A man with three children
earning £400 is brought down to £280. He
loses £160 of his exemption by being £80
above the £200.

The PREMIER: T cannot agree to go any
further. Year after year we have granted
some advantages.

Hon. P, Collier: We pay more every year.

Hon, W\ C. Angwin: More thao 120 per
cent.

The PREMIER: Yes, because the people
are getting more money.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They are getting
lower wages in comparigon with the wages
of previous years.

The PREMIER: We have done well and
] hope the Committee will not agree to any
further alteration.

Mr., HUGHES: I hope the amendment
will be agreed to.

The Premier: If it is, I will have to drop
the Bill,

Mr. HUGHES: The Committee has just
demonstrated its prepsredness to relieve
from further taxation the man receiving

How am I to get this
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£7,000, and ‘it is only fair that it sbhould be
willing to extend the same consideration to
those on the second lowest rung of the
ladder. I am surprised at the Premier
opposing this amendment heecause there is
only a trivial sum involved. The total re-
duction in the revenue will be £5,000. The
Premier has already a handsome margin to
work on, A man with three children earn-
ing £400 would get an exemption of £120,
but by virtue of earning £80 above the
£200 he will really only get an exemption
of £40. The maximum Federal tax on
property is 58, in the pound. When you
get an income of £6,500 you pay 5s. 11d.
in the pound and for every pound of in-
come above that you pay 5s. in the pound,
The Premier: They gave me 92d.

Mr. HUGHES: T was outside making in-
guiries about this when the last division
bells rang, and I was unfortunately locked
out.

The Premier: They may have ineluded the
super tax in the figures they gave me.

Mr. HUGHES: As the man with three
children earning £400 will get an exemp-
tion of only £40, it is a fair proposition to
give him what the new clause proposes.

New clause put and a division taken with
the following vesult:—

Ayes 13
Noes 21
Majority against .. 8
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lutey
Me. Chesson Mr. Marshall
Mr. Collier Mr. McCallum
Mr. Heron Mr. O'Loghilen
Mr. Hughes Mr. Wilson
Mr. Johnaton Mr. Corboy
Mr, Lambert (Teller,)
Nokga
Mr. Broun Mr, Mann
Mrs, Cowan Sir James Milchell
Mr. Davies Mr, Money
Mr. Denton Mr. Piesse
Mr. Durack Mr, Richardson
Mr. Qearge Mr. Sampson
Mr. Gibson Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Harrison Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Hickmott Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Latham Mr, Mullany
Mr. H, K. Maley {Teller.}
Pair,

Aye: Mr. Willeock. No: Mr. C. C. Maley.

New clause thus negatived.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.
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BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's amendments.

Report of Committee on Council’s amend-
ments adopted.

Reasons for disagreeing to 12 of the
Council’s amendments drawn up by a com-
mittee, congisting of the Premier, Mr. MecCal-
lom and Mr. Money, and adopted; and a
message aceordingly returned to the Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES 1922-23,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day;
Angelo in the Chaar.

Department of the Minister for Water
Bupply, Sewerage and Drainage (Hon. W.
J. George, Minister).

Vote—Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-
age, and Drainage Department, £113,091.

Mr.,

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn} [5.27]: There
are two points I wigh to emphasige, The first
of them was roferred to by the member for
Collie (Mr. Wilson) and the member for
Moare (Col. Denton) last night. A protest
should be entered at this stage agadinst the
attitude which the Water Supply Depart-
ment attempted to adopt zome little time
ago, and over which some dissatisfaction
still exists. A c¢ouple of maimed soldiers
wha were working for the department were
in receipt of pensioms and the department
seized on tbhe fact that they were receiving
pensions—

The Minister for Works:
of that?

Mr, CORBOY: If the Minister will allow
me to complete my statement, I shall bhe
prepared to anawer him. The Department
geized on the faet that these men were re-
cciving pensions as an excuse to effect a
reduction in wapes. That this was the case
was borne cut by the circumstances in which
the reduction was made. The men were
askeil to put in statements showing the
amount of pension they were receiving, to-
gether with other details, and following on
their sopplying that information, their
wages were reduced by an amount which
brought them— .

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I call atteation to
the state of the Committee. Only seven out
of 34 members are present on the Govern-
ment gide.

Mr. Marghall:
side, too.

[Quorum formed.]

Mr. CORBOY: One would almost be justi-
fied in suggesting that the doors should be
locked, The wages of these men were re-
duced hy nn amount which with their pen-
siona wouid leave their total income, were
they atill emploved, at the amount they previ-
ously received in wages alone. Thus the

Are you sure

And that is the speed-up
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amount of pension wag used as a basis for
reduction of wages. The Government should
be absolutely the last people to adopt such a
course. The fact that the men were employed
for 12 or 18 months was proof that they did
their work satiefactorily, There was uo ex-
cuse for reducing their wages.

The Minirter for Works: There might be
no excuse, but there might be justification.

Mr. CORBOY: There are suitable positions
for maimed wmen, and I believe these two re-
turned soldiers were occupying such positions.
The ruling rates should be paid to maimed
men in such positions. The men should not
be deprived of the advantage of their pen-
sions. Subsequently to the dismissal of these
two men the Premier gave us an assurance
that in future maimed men would be em-
ployed at the full rate; if they could not earn
that rate, they were not to be employed. Inm
these two instances I believe an injustice has
been done. If the positions are still available,
the men should have them. The Minister
gtates that the expenditure in ¢onnection with
this undertaking cxceeded the revenue. In
connection with the Goldfields Water Scheme
the estimated revenue exceeds the estimated
expenditureg for the current year; and yet
goldfields residents aro still burdened with
meter rents, of which metropolitan residents
were relieved long ago.

The Minister for Works: A great mistake,

Mr. CORBOY: Goldfields residents are
soffering an injuatice as regards meter rents.
The figures, if they mean anything, prove
that the metropolitan area is being favoured
in that regard. T contend that the abolition
of meter rents here was not a mistake. It
would be riddeulous for a grocer to charge
a customer buying a pound of butter with
portion of the cost of hia scales. A charge
for the scales is, of course, included, but it
is not a specific charge as in the case of the
meters. The matter is one on which the gold-
fields feel keenly, and the amourt involved
to the Government is not great. If the Min-
ister investigated the matier, he would find
that the amount paid in meter rents on the
goldfields bas paid the capital eost and the
upkeep of the meters.

Mr. Angwin: We have to pay mefer reats
here just the same as on the goldfields. We
pay for them in our rates. -

Mr. CORBOY: The goldficlds pcople are
paying in rates, and are also paying meter
rents. On the figures there is a disparity
operating againgt goldfields regidents,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.37]: I am sorry that the last
speaker raised tbe question of meter rents.
It maiters not whether meters are paid for
at 50 muel per annum or in the rates; they
have to be paid for. The ounly difference in
this respect between the goldfields and the
metropolitan area is that the former pay a
definite charge in the way of meter rent, T
ciaim that the metropolitan area pays all
charges involved in its water supply, includ-
ing interest, sinking fund, and depreciation.

[ASSEMBLY.]

This ia not 50 on the goldfields, The mem-
ber for Moore made reference to the eom-
plaints of metropolitan memhers about their
water supply; and then the bon. member
spoke of what the residents of his distriet
suffer. But the hon. member should endeav-
our to get his people up to the standard of
metropolitan residents in the matter of water
supply.

Licut.-Colonel Denton: We are not so fav-
oured,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Having regard to
the respective populations, the hon. member’s
constituents are equally well off, Ior some
years metropolitan residents have been erying
out about their water supply, and the justice
of their complaints has been recognised by
vigitors from the country. The metropolitan
people are desirous of obtaining an improved
supply, and have no objection to paying
for it. The country people do not pay for
the metropolitan water supply. The total
revenue in that comneetion shows a surplus
of £80,365 over the total expenditure. Out
of that surplus £21,140 has been paid in par-
tial redemption of debentures, leaving a sur-
pies of £59,225 in the Treasury.

The Minister for Works: That has to
muke up deficiencies.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: No. It is true that
the whole of the scheme, including also sew-
crage and storm water, shows a deficiency of
£208,000; but that is nccounted for by the fact
that we have a considerable length of main
drains running through streets where re-
ticulation has not been ecarried out, and
where, consequently, the tenements can-
not avail themselves of those main draina.
I do not blame the Governmeng in thia con-
nection; the war cansed the work to he
stopped. But had the reticulation been car-
ried out, there would be po such loss. As
ngainst the deficiency of £29,000 on the op-
eration of the whaole scheme, there is no less
a sum than £23,225 outstanding for rates.
We metropolitan people pay for our water
supply, and that fact should be made known
throughout tho country.

Mr, I’iesse: We did not say you did not

pay-

Hon, P. Coltier: But yon will not pay your-
selves.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: There have been
complaints throughout this Parliament from
hon. members opposite, both by way of
speech and of interjection, that the metro-
politan aren gets all the moncy. Brerybody
knows that the metropolitan aren must make
a start towards obtaining an improved water
supply and the present Lean Estimates of
over four millions provide a sum of only
£75,10 for that purpose. [ndeed, for all the
requirements of the metropolitan area—water
supply, harbours, sewerape, tramways—the
Loan Estimates provide a total of only
a little over £300,000.

Alr, Latham: How much do they pay to the
farmers?

The CHAIRMAN: We are not discussing
the Loan Estimates.
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Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN: Harbour does are
paid on ail imported commedities which we
consume, whercas the wheat which the hon.
member sends away overseas does not pay
one penmy.

Mr. Latham: Wheat is not the only thing
which does not pay harbour dues.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This £80,000 shown
in the return s a surplus after paying in-
terest and sinking fund. The time has ar-
rived when the water supply of the metro-
politan area should be improved,

Thoe Minister for Works: During the last
fonr years £21,000 has been expended on it

Tion. W. C. ANGWIN: That may he. But
for the war we should have had a better sup-
ply ere this. At the request of leading men
of the Fmpire certain public works were
closed down for the time being. Inquiries
which were being made with a view to pro-
viding n better water supply had to ccase.
The war has been over since 1918, yet nothing
further has been dome. Our indebtedness
has increased considerably of late yenrs, Still,
notwithstanding all the money expended, ap-
proximately 11 millions, very little indeed
has been found for the provision of an im-
proved water supply in the metropolitan area.
I do not blame the departmental officers for
this, If they bhad the money they would do
the work.

The Minister for Works: That is correet.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They haove not been
allotted the money, and so they camnot pro-
vide a better water supply.

The Minister for Works: Then you do not
agree with the member for North Perth that
they are incompetent?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, if the officers
had the money they could carry out the work.
However, we are fully justified in complain-
ing that of the four millions on the Loan
Estimates, only £75;000 is for water supply.
During the past 18 months we hare had many
complaints from North Perth and from Leed-
erville in respect of the eolour of the water
suppliecd. We in Fremantle have had that
for years, and have even got used to it.

Capt. Carter: We cannot get used to it.

Hon! W. C. ANGWIN: Yeara ago I
brought up samples of the Fremantle water
in order to show the colouring in it. Tf any-
body has cduse for complaint, it iz the Fre-
mantle people, for their water supply is
mueh the same as it was many years ago,
notwithstanding which, since 1914, their rates
have been inereaged by 100 per cent.

Mr. J. Thomson: You were Miniater for
Water Supply about that time.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: T was not.

Hon, P. Collier: T was, What is your com-
plaint?#

Hon. W. C. ANGWTX: Tn 1914 the water
rate at Fremantle was Gd.; to-day it is 1s.
In water and sewerage and storm water rates
the Premantle people pay 2s, 6d. in the pound.
When ratepayers ery out for a better water
supply aed are willing to pay an additional
rate for it, their wishes ought to be given
effect to. The Fremantle district is suffering
from the fact that the water sapply provi-
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sions made in the early days did not contem-
plate a largely increased population. Aa a
result, many of the pipes are too smal), and
will not earry the water required to-day.
Moreover, some of the pipes are so corroded
that they will not ac¢ommodate more than
about half the water they were intended to
carry. At a deputation to the Minister for
Works, the superintendent of the fire brigade
produved a 3in. pipe from Fremantle which
by corrosion was reduced to about 1 inch,

The Minister for:Works: You could not
wot a pencil through some of the domestia
service pipes.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: While a few of the
domestie service pipes may be corroded, the
pipes belonging to the department are so
heavily corroded that they will not supply
sufficicnt water to people who have domestie
pipes in good condition. Last night the mam-
ber for South Fremantle (Mr., McCallum) re-
ferred to the necessity for providing water
for fire fighting purposes at Fremantle. The
Minister For Works interjected that Perth
had paid for its own fire main. As a matter
of fact, Perth paid about £1,100, the eost of
running a pipe a short distance in one street.
That was all Perth paid for.

The Minister for Works:
was needed.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: In all other bum-
ness streets in Perth the supply was put
down by the Government. In Fremantle there
is no water for fire fighting. The pipea are
not capable of carrying what is required.
There are at Fremantle very large warehouses
in which thousands and thousands of pounds
worth of goods are stored. If any of those
warchouses were to catech fire, it would be
burnt clean out. That is berne out by the ex-
perience of the last few years. The owners
of those warehouses are entitled to ask the
Government to put down water mains for fire
fighting purposes, Jfor those people, while
using very little water indeed, are paying
execedingly high rates. The Government have
put up the excuse that the quantity of water
supplied ia sufficient for domestic purposes.
But in that part of the town, where there
are nothing but warehouses and offices, very
little water is required for domestic purposes,
and so those warehousemen are entitled to
water for fire fighting purposes. The cost of
laying the pipe now would be something like
£9,000. As against that we had Messrs.
Wood Song & Co. burnt out with a loss of
£60,000 or £70,000, and Messrs. Harper &
Co. burnt ont with a loss of a similarly large
amount. Because of the lack of water for fire
fighting, every person, not merely in Fre-
mantle but throughout the Fremantle area, haa
to pay fire insurance premioms 10 or 20 per
cent. higher than are paid clsewhere. The
insurance eompanies are charging specially
high rates,

The Minister for Works: Would they re-
duce those rates if a new main were put in?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. They have de-
finitely said so. The municipal council has
that in writing. Indubitably it is time we be-
gan to materially improve the water supply

It was all that
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of the metropolitan area. However, I hope
the Minister will not hand over the service to
a trust, for if a trust were to get control of
the water supply the suburban areas would
not recetve the same consideration as they
get from the Government, Moreover, the trust
wonld at once borrow large sums of money
in order to show their activity, and this would
result in an inerease in rates, without any cor-
responding benefit.

The Minister for Works: Then you are
altogether opposed to the member for North
Perth?

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: SBome of the people
of Fremantle complain that the water rate
has been increased becansc the Government
have found it necessary to spend larger suma
in the suburban areas. They do not realise
that the populating of the suburban areas
is inereasing the volume of business in Fre-
mantle, and so appreciating the value of pro-
perty there. I hope the Government will not
hand the supply over to & board, but will
continue the services under their own offices.
I trust the Government will find the money
for earrying out this neecessary work,

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [6.0]: The
question of water supply is more acute in
East Perth than in any other clectorate. The
secticn of Perth that is getting the worst deal
is the Mt. Lawley portion of my electorate.

Capt. Carter: Or rather the North Perth
part of the Leederville electorate.

The Minister for Mines: You have the best
water in the State in Mt Lawley.

Mr. HUGHES: Thke peoplc do not get
much of it.

Capt. Carter: Those who have wells get
water.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister may be well
supolied.

The Minister for Works: They get more
Mundaring water there than is the case in
any other part of Perth,

Mr., HUGHES: There are continual com-
plaints from that part of my electorate.

The Minister for Works: The same thing
is occurring ajl the world over.

Capt. Carter: People do not get shandies
all over the world.

Mr. HUGHES: T am not ecncerned with
the rest of the world. There was a big out-
ery last year over this question, and the com-
plaints oerurred immediately the hot weather
returned this summer.

Cant. Carter: On one oceasion we did not
pet any water after half past three in the
afternoon.

Mr. HUGHES: When we do get two or
thiree hot days my electors will have to adopt
the saggestion of the Minister for Works,
and let their gardens die. Tt is a great hard-
ship unon those who have eared for their
gardens throughout the year to have to watch
them die off during a few hot days because of
the lack of water. The officers of the depart-
ment ean do nothing; it is the Minister who is
responsible. Tf he would provide the neces-
sarv funds, the officers wovld soon find the
means of giving the people a decent water

[ASSEMBLY.]

sopply. It js the duty of the Miunister to
ask for funds.

The Minister for Works: It is the duty of
the Trensurer to ask for funds; pnot mine,

Mr., HUGHES: It*is not a hard thing
to ask for mouney.

The Minister for Mines: TYou have not
considered what it would cost the consumers
to add to the sehemo.

Mr. HUGHES: The work has to be done,
and the sooner it is done the better. Surely
the Govermment do not propose to allow
thinge to go on like this year after year,
People in the lower parts of Perth have to
take a bottle of water now and then to
their friends in Inglewood, for instance, in
order that they may get a decent drink of
water once a week,

The Minister for Works: I have a dozen
bottlea of good water in my office that you
can have,

Mr. HUGHES: Were they samples of
water supplied by the residents?

The Minister for Works: They are all

there,

Mr. HUGHES: Has the sediment settled
yetd

The Minister for Works: Yea.

Mr. HUGHES: How much clear water
was left?

The Minister for Minea:
first number you thought of,

Mr. HUGHES: I am sure thers would
not be a decent drink of clear water in all
of them,

The Minister for Works:
WIong.

Mr. HUGHES: For years woe have been
comjlaining about the water, and no im-
provement has been effected. There is no
chance of any change this year, and 1 see
very little prospe:t of one for next year.
When the hot weather comes the people will
have to put up with a restricted supply. It
is bad enongh to contemplate a repetition
of last year’s shortage, but no one is look-
ing forward te a similar position this sumn-
mer. If we had any hope that there would
be an improvemcrt in the following yoar,
we might have cause to be patient. The
position must be remedied sooner or later,
and the Government should make a start at
once in the direction of supplying Perth
with decent woter. I do nobt agree with the
suggestion that the water supply should be
handed over to the municipality, but if the
Minister cannot effect an improvement it
would be better to band the whole business
over to municipal control. If the Minister
cannot deal with the situation, he should
inform members accordingly. As a last re.
source let him hand over the water supply
to the municipality.

Hon, W, C. Anpwin:
before,

The Minister for Works: Are you speak-
ing from your own experience?

Mr. HUGHES: T have lived for 11 years
in East Perth.

Take away the

There you are

It was a failure
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Hon. P. Collier:
failure too.

Mr. HUGHES: The people feel so
desperate that they would welcome any
change rather than have A eontinuance of
the present position. We are willing to
gamble, becanse we feel that under muni-
etpal contrel the position could not be worse
than it s, and there is always the aporting
chance of some improvement taking place.

The Minister for Works: There is no
¢leaner or better ,washed people in Aus-
tralia than those in Perth. They must have
had water.

Capt. Carter: That has occurred despite
the water supply.

Mr. HUGHES: In North Perth and Mt.
Lawley there is no difficulty about getting
glasses large cnough to hold water, but the
difliculty is to get enough water to fill the
glagses people in these suburbs already have.

The present system iz a

Capt. CARTER  (Lcederville) {6.7]:
Every year when this vote comes before us
I have the same story to tell

Homn. P. Collier: It is becoming monoton-
ous to listen to.

Capt. CARTER: And T am growing weary
in the telling.

The Minister for Works:
as read.

Capt. CARTER: In North Perth, at the
extreme end of my electorate, the water
diffieulty arises every year, althongh the
district i3 within a mila or two of the mew
bore recently put down by the Government.
Last Monday week, which was the first hot
day of the summer, people living in Fitz-
gerald street, North Perth (which is by no
means the highest point of the distriet).
eould not get any water after half-past three
in the afternoon until late at night.

The Minister for Works: Do you mean
the whole of Titagerald-street?

Capt. CARTER: I did not say so.

The Minister for Works: You ean piek
out one particular place in any street in
Perth where there is a shortage of water.

Capt. CARTER: That does not say much
for the aystem.

The Minister for Works: It is all a ques-
tion of elevation.

Capt. CARTER: But the contour of the
country has been there all the time.

Hon. P. Collter: The hills may be grow-
ing up there.

Capt. CARTER: Does the Minister
insinuate that the elevated parts of North
Perth are arowing higher, and that the
reservoirg are sinking? The engineers knew
the contour of the country when they origin-
ally planned the scheme. During the past
few yeara our population has grown im-
mengelty, and the drain unon the water supply
has greatly inereased. The position has now
become serious. Not only does it affect the
comfort of peaple, but in many cases affects
their health. I and others made that state-
ment last year. It was also made at a big

Let us take it
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demonstration of citizens held at the Rose-
mount picture gardens at North Perth:
An officer of the Health Department
subsequently came out with the statement
that the water was absolutely barmless, and
that the foreign bodies contained in it
were rather an advantage than otherwise
to the people. He considered the citizeus
lucky to get a water supply at all. This
was, in effect, the answer given to the
demonstration of the people who were pro-
testiny against the suppiy. Not only is the
water unsightly and unsavoury, but is both
nnaafe and ieadequate.

The Minister for Works: It
cnough.

Capt. CARTER: Tt is not,

The Mivister for Works: Oh, very well.

Capt. CARTER: As a father of a young
child 1T would think my wife was doing a
grievous . wrong if she gave that kiddie
some of the atnff that comes out of our
water taps. Only this morning it was
practically impossible to put a clean collax
into the water that was in the William-
strect pipes, where the clevation is not
high, without running the risk of having it
badly stained,

The Minister for Works: So it was dirty
this morwfing?

(apt. CARTER: Yes. This was at 538
William-street, A little while ago a mam
complained to one of the officers of the
department about the water in William-
street, and he replied that if the mains
were sluiced out the residents wounld get
clean water for a week or two.

The Mirnister for Works: If we did much
slnicing now, you would have to take on
bore water.

Capt. CARTER: I de not say the Min-
jster has not done his best with the means
at his disposal, but if he blames the topo-
graphy of the country for the present posi-
tion, T shall have something to say about
the planning of the original scheme., I do
not say that the engineers or the depart-
mental officers are at fault. One of the
first duties of the Minister should be to
put the matter right, I firmly believe that
the water we are now getting is dangerous
to health. Tt also canses the unsers of the
water to suffer a good deal of damage, and
it ts deleterious from the domestic point of
view as well. A man I know who is living
under a nvile from me is prepared to swear
that the dirty water ruined about £30 worth
of linen in one week. His wife did not
realise the danger she was running when
she washed a quantity of fine linen cloth
in the water, and afterwards found it was
so badly stained that it could never be
worn again. I have taken part in influen-
tial deputations representing the local
authoritiea and the citizens of my district,
which have waited upon the Minister, I
bhave also been over the ground persomally
with him. T do tlink it is his duty to make
it exceptiomally plain to the Government,
and to keep on making it plain that they
must do something to improve our water

is safe
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supply. The Minister for Mines interjected
Just now that the cost had to be taken into
congideration. Surely he will admit that
the cost of money will not be any less 12
wonths henee than it is now.

The Minister for Mines: My word, it will.

Capt. CARTER: We have been told that
the marketa have stabilised themselves,
and that money was cheaper again.

The Miniater for Mjines: 1 do not think
any NFinister told you that.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Capt. CARTER: Before the tea adjourn-
ment I was  referring to  the water
supply-

Hon. 1%, Collier: And other things in the
water.

Capt. CARTER: That is so. I had dealt
chiefly with the inadequate supply’ of water
which was being provided in the northerp
suburbs. I had referred to it not only as
unsightly but as unsavoury and unsafe. 1T
relieve the officers concerned of any per-
sonal respongibility for the lack of adequate
supplies and for the supplies such as we
have,

The Minister for
absolve the officers?

Capt. CARTER: I beliecve that the Min-
ister, so far as he is able, has done the best
he can with the funds at his disposal. I
am glad the Premier is in the House be-
eause I wish to refer to what I consider to
be an obligation on the Cabinet, and on
the Premier in particular, as Leader of the
House, regarding the policy to be pursued.
It is the bounden duty of the Government,
irrespective of the party from which Min-
isters may be drawn, fo conserve the public
health of the people. One of the funda-
mentals of the modern city is a supply of
good, potable water. One has only to read
the history of the growth of any modern
city to reakbise that the question of water
supply has been one of the first considera-
tions. During the speech of one hon. mem-
ber, the Minister for Mines interjected to
the effect that he objected to a proposal for
the immediate extension of the hills water
supply scheme, on the ground of expense,
As T said then, so T repeat now, that the
present is surely the most opportune time
for the Government tv take this great work
in hand. Wi realise what the cost will he
hut, as the member for North-East Tre-
mantle (Hon. W,  Angwin) has pointed
out, that cost will be borne by the people
who rveceive the benefit.

The Minister for Works:
time, the cash has to be found.

Capt. CARTER: That is correet, but we
ean find the cash for other public works
which do not immediately affect the public
health of the people to the degree that the
water supply does. If the Government seri-
ously comsidered the raising of money for
this purpose, they would mot experience amy
diffieulty. The attitude of the Country Party
members has heen referred to by the member

Works: Then you

At the same

[ASSEMELY.]

for North-East Fremantle, and I wish te
back him up. The member for York (Mr,
Latham) referred to £79,000 that had been
spent in connection with this department. He
did not refer, however, to the revenue gained
by the department or to the fact that the
people who received the henefit of the ex-
penditure of that £79,000 had, in turn, to
provide the sinking fund and interest. Thus
there was no charge on the country taxpayers
or upon any other taxpayers than those who
received the benefit from that expenditure.
If country members would realise that posi-
tion, they would adopt a more favourable
attitude towards works of this description in
the city areas. About twelve months ago, I
Ied a representative deputation fo the Min-
ister for Works on the question of the water
supply. When dealing with the condition of
the water supplied, it was pointed out to the
Minister that, because of its condition, it was
necessary to run off many hundreds of gal-
long of water before a supply of clear water
could be obtained. The fact that large
quantities of water had to be wasted, natur-
ally avgmented the taxpayers’ quarterly bills.

The Minister for Worka: Every case that
has been brought before us has been con-
siderately dealt with.

Capt. CARTER: But there are thousands
of cases where people have not taken the
trouble to fight the department,

The Minister for Works: Because the
charge has been so little that it was not worth
while.

Capt. CARTER: That is not the point. In
some cages the overcharge of £2 or £3 would
not be much, but to others that might be a
great deal. There are people who are in-
experienced in these matters, or, perhaps,
frightened at officialdom, with the result that
they will not take the matter up with the de-
partment.

The Minister for Works: There ia nothing
tn be frightened of in connection with my
dcpartment!

Capt. CARTER: I do not know that; as
I mentioned a little while ago, I have led
deputations to the Minister! Some of these
people have paid their water charges immedi-
ately. Others, however, have fought the de-
partment. Recently 2 man showed me a letter
which, he said, represented the outcome of a
lengthy correspondence between himself and
the department. I give that man the credit
—and the department can take whatever
credit they like from it, too—that in the end
he received his rebate. How many people are
preparcd to fight the department in that way?
Why eannot the department acknowledge the
fact that they have overcharged people, or
charged people with large sums, in the aggre-
gate, for cxeess water which has not been
used for consumption, for domestic purposes
or for aesthetic purposes, in order to build up
and beautify their homes? Whatever the
opinien of the Minister may be, the man
who puta in his Saturday afternoons and his
Sundays beautifying his home is a worthy
citizen of the best type. The man who takes
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an interest in his property should be en-
cournged. The water which has had to be
run off aa I have indicated, hag been run off
for no other purpese than to get a clean,
decent supply. Apart from the state of the
water, however, the supply is inadequate.
That refers both to the old settled parts and
to the new areas which are being opened up.
‘Within a very short distance of the reservoir
at Mt. Hawthorn is Cape-street, and although
it is 80 close to the reservoir, the holders of
blocks there eannot get the water service sup-
plied. Recently a letter was sent to the de-
partment signed by five owners of blocks in
that street, asking that the water main should
be extended for about 200 yards. Their ap-
plication was refused and practically no rea-
son was piven by the department.

The Minister for Works: A full reason
wonld be given.

Capt. CARTER: The department has also
been approached by the Perth Road Board.
These people are desirous of improving their
blocks by building houses on them but they
cannot do that without a water supply. We
are in a pretty parlous condition if, within a
quarter of a mile of a reservoir, we cannot
give people an ordinary water supply. The
Government can deal with this question in
only one way. We have heard much about
the necessity for a bold and eomprehensive
policy but this is the only way to tackle this
question, We should make our first loss our
last loss. Whatever sum may be required, if
the people are told what they had to faee,
they will atand the charges levied against
them, On the subject of departmental activi-
ties, I asked some questions recently regard-
ing the Herdsman's Lake proposition. The
Minister said therc would be an opportonity
of diseussing tbat matter on this Vote.

The Minister for Works: Not on thia Vote.
It is not a metropolitan matter,

Capt. CARTER: I understand that is the
position, but the last time I referred to the
matter the Minister said that T eould raise
the question on the Estimates.

The Premier: That will be dealt with on
the Loan Estimates,

Capt. CARTER: Then I will leave the
matter till then. It is a question of extreme
urgeney and I want to ventilate it. Other
returned soldier members in this House have
made reference to the Maimed and Limbless
Returned Soldiers’ Association, in eonneetion
with which two cases have been mentioned.
I have referred both of them to the Minister
and to the Premier. Both men are now
working but I will not let this opportunity
" pass without saying what I think is true,
believe that the department in these instences,
deliberately or otherwise, made an attempt to
impose upon the returned soldiers unfair con-
ditions.

The Minister for Works:
ticulars here.

Mr. CARTER: I am prepared to say what
ig in my mind, beeause I believe that what I
have to say is in aecordance with the faets.

I have the par-
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I understand that Sheppard is working now,
but what about the three months he lost while
the squabblc—it was practically nothing else
between him and his superior officer—was in
progress?  The department, deliberately or
otherwise, sought to impose upon these sol-
diers disabiiities arising out of their pension
rights. Whether right or wrong, the fact re-
mains these particular men were penalised in
that they lost their positions. They were told
that after a certain date there would be a
reduction in their wages, and the argument
used was that the amount they would receive,
eoupled with the pension from the Common-
wealth Gevernment, which had been granted
in recognition of their war services, would
make up the amount previously paid to them
as wages. T am opposed to any such aetion.
The Maimed and Limbless Soldiers’ Associa-
tion resent it too., These men had been in
their positions for twelve months, and there
seems to be something unreasonable in the
action taken regarding them. I congratulate
the Minister inasmuch as he has found jobs
for both these men. Some consideration, how-
ever, should be given to them for the months
during which they were ont of work, In
Sheppard’s case he lost three months. He is
a fine type of man, I know the whole history
of his case, and he had a valid objection to
the suggeation of the department to decrease
his wages. As he objected to it, he was put
off, and he and his wife and children were
put in a very invidious, not to say dangerous,
pogition in these days when work is so scarce,
I hope the Minister will take into considera-
tion the position these men have been in for
the past three montks or more. I know the
Government policy has been to give prefer-
enee to returned soldiers, and they have given
them every consideration. The Returned Sol-
dier’s League realises that, and we appreciate
that Ministers themselves are personally sym-
pathetic with returned soldiers. Why these
men should have been put off is beyend my
comprehension, inasmuch ag it is the bounden
duty of the Govermment to give them every
possible consideration. I hope what I havs
said, althongh it has been said before by
members representing the northern suburbs,
will bear some fruit, and that the Minister
will do his best to persuade Cabinet in the
direetion desired, and that the Premier will
make a pronouncement on the subject, Costa
are down to such an extent that the present
would be an appropriate time in which to
eommence the building of a great work of the
nature necessary to instal a hills water sup-
ply. I do not say that there is much likeli-
hood of a decided decline in the cost of a
work of this deseription in the immediate
future. Conditions generally in the city and
subnrbs are becoming worse with every house
that is being built and every development
that is taking place, and, as things are now,
the position in Perth as well as that of Fre-
mantle, is that we are suffering under dis-
abilities which should not be permitted to
exist. I assure the Minister that I am not
kite-fiying, but that I do urge upon him and
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the Government the necessity for taking in
hand this work immediately,

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [7.48): With
regard to the eonatitueney which I represent,
the chief complaint is the absolutely inade-
quate supply of water. I must admit that
there have heen some reasonable explana-
tious mads by the department, and if it is
impossible to remedy the position, it becomes
particularly hard on the residents that they
should be left almost entirely without water
in the hot weather.

The Minister for Works: In the higher
parts?

Mrs., COWAN: Yes; in the lower parts,
though the residents may have as much water
as they need, the quality is not satisfactory.
It looks as if in the tuture when the hills
supply comes we shall not he better off on the
higher levels, unlegs the engineers associated
with fhe department are able to conceive a
scheme by which we shall henefit.  The
sooner we have the hills supply, the better it
will he for the community—the hygienic side
is certainly very important. We all have to
admit that the water is frequently not pot-
able, and consequently hardly fit to be used.
We are told that we should not use the water
for our gardens. In this respect the com-
plaint is made by users that the water des-
troys the flowers and trees because of the min-
cral substances it eontains. There ia a good
deal in that, and the defect would be reme-
died by the introduction of a hills supply.

Hon. P. Cellier: It is generally admitted
that whilst it is known to kill plant life, it
is good for the human brain; at least, so
the Minister says.

Mrs, COWAN: As the member for Clare-
mont (Mr. J. Thomson) has said, it is good
for anyone who cares for a drink of anything
ajiproaching soda water. On the subjeet of
the country water supply, we have heard a
good deal in this House of the hardship being
inflicted in ecertain directions. T have just
Jately been staying in the city of York where
it was possible to get goed clean water which
was pleasant to drink. I feel sure that if we
had water of that description in the metro-
politan arca there would be smaller attend-
ances at public house bars. In York no
trouble iz experienced in the matter of grow-
ing trees and plants. The supply comes from
Mundaring and the quality of the water is
first class. How different it is from that
which we get in Perth. I suppose when we
get a good water supply, the eonditions will ba
similar to those now being experienced at
York,

The Minister for Works: You have had
practically nothing but hills water for the
past six months,

Mra. COWAXN: There is a good dexl in the
argument that it would be better if we had a
board to control this particular department.
It is unfair that the Minister for Works
should be asked to carry out these heavy
dutirs in addition to the many others that
he haa to perform. Everyone complains and
throws the responsibility on the Minister, but
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do we always remember that Ministers are
doing far more than their share, Therefore
it might be a good reason it the Government
were to eonsider the advisability of plaving
this department under the control of a board
—1 do not necessarily mean the municipality.
I am not prepared, however, to express any
special opinion on that subject at the present
time, though I think the control should he
given over to a board or trust. If the estab-
lishment of a trust or some such body were
proposed, I would be prepared to suppert it.
As the Minister is aware I have for some
time past requested him to help us with a
small concession over a playground. Perhaps
the matter of allowing us to have a little extra
water may be wmilitating against it. 1 trost,
however that he will be able to see his way
to aciede to the request. It ia believed by
many that the absence of an adequate water
gupply is preventing the carrying out of the
deep drainage in West Perth. In answer to
questions asked by me, the Minister stated
that this had something to do with the mat-
ter, but that Subiaco, owing to the levels, had
first to be sewered, and that an expensive
pumping station would need to he erccted
in West Perth, T cannot help thinking, how-
ever, that the shortage of water has had the
greatest effect in delaying this work.

The Minister for Works: Not at all.

Mrs. COWAN : I hope that the matter will
ultimately be remedied and that it will not
be long hbefore we shall get & better water
supply than that which exists to-day. I am
not blaming the Minister or his department,
because as others have gaid, the department
can only do what money will allow them to do.
I consider that there should he two additional
Ministers in this House to attend to the work
of diffcrent departments if we expect it to
bo satisfactorily done.

AMr, MONEY (Bunbury) [7.53]: 1 was
mueh interested in what was said by the
members of North-East Fremantle, South Fre-
mantle, Leederville and West Perth on the
subject of the metropolitan water supply. 1
represent a district 100 miles from the metro-
polis and I asked why I and many others
should be concerned year after year with a
suhjeet that really does not affect us except
of course financially and as a State matter.
We know that our State indebtedness is ex-
tremely heavy, and one reason for that is the
fact that ceveral public services, the metro-
politan water supply, the tramways and others
are treated as Government matfers, and are
dealt with by the whole of the representatives
of Western Australia, Too much time is taken
up in discussing these subjeets.

Mr. Lutey: And you are adding to the
offence.

Mr, MONEY: I am adding to the offence
with the idea of ending it. It is impossible
for any Parliament in the world to sucecess-
fully get out of its indebtedness by paying
attention to matters such as these, matters
which are capable of being dealt with by
others more qualified than the members of the
Legislature. We are told that this service is
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not paid fer by the country, that it is a good
paying concern. That being so, it iz all the
more reason why it should be taken over by
either a metropolitan board of works or a
trust, and thus Pgrliament relieved of the
time that it devotes to it year after year in
dircusging it. No businegs in the world is
suceessfully run unless it is delegated success-
fully. I am eatisfied that Parliament could
delegate the management of thia concern
satisfactorily and successfully, I am satis-
fied that Perth, Fremantle and the suburbs
are quite capable of looking after and man-
aging their own affairs, and if there should
he apy complaint whatever to make with re-
ference to the water supply, then the author-
ity would be in a position to remedy it with-
out Parliameat having to be occupied year
after year debating it at such length, 1
speak in this strain for a particular purpose.
Our very constitution is not framed with the
idea that Parliament should be occupied in
diarussing matters of this deseription. De-
partmenta such as these should be dealt with
by a specially selected board or trust. I am
satisfied that out of the 50 members of this
House, not more than & per cent. possess a
knowledge of engineering works and would be
capable of dealing with a department like this
as it should be dealt with, Mebers of Par-
lament are simply selected on the hustings,
some because they can speak well——

Mz, O’'Loghlen: Some bhecause they lic
well,

Mr. MONEY: But they have no qualifiea-
tion whatever to handle matters of this de-
<eription.  To enter the railway scrvice, a
man is required to pass an examination, but
u member of Parlinment who is asked to deal
with sulbjects like the one we are now dis-
<ussing, needs no qualification. Is it surpris-
ing then that we find ourselves in the position
we ceeupy to-day?

Mr, O’Loghlen: Is the examination for the
Tegal profession a «tiff one?

Mr, MONEY: Very stiff indeed.

1Ton. P. Collier: However did you get
through?

Mr. MONEY: We are going on year after
year drifting in this financial morass, and
unless we make a change, we shall never get
ant of it. This is one nf the changes to which
Farliament should agree. We should delegate
thoge matters which can be more sue¢cessfully
managed by other bodies than by Parliament.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The water supply did
not put the State into the financial morass.

Mr, MONEY: That is all the more reason
why a change should he made. We are told
it 1s a good financial proposition. If it were
not, I could understand there being some oh-
jection to a board taking it over. There is
every reason why it sheuld be taken over by
a board. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) has told us
geveral times that the ecountry is net paying
for the metropolitan water supply; the ecity
is paying for it. Those who are paying for
these works should take over the management
of them.

Mr. Latham: Hear, hear!
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Mr, MONEY: The people served by this
undertaking, the people who use the water, the
people who pay for the water, have the best
right to manage this concern. Tf we get a
local administration, responsibility will bring
ability. In the metropolis we have not only
the responsibility but the ability. If Parlia-
ment gave the eountry districts the responsi-
hility to which they are entitled, they would
find the ability to manage their affairs better
than they are managed at present. The sys-
tem I am advocating could be extended fur-
ther than the metropolitan area. The Con-
stitution of Parliament is totally inadequate
and was never intended to deal with publie
works. If we are going in for public works,
let us have a diffcrent Constitution.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Constitution is all
right.

Mr. MONEY: How can we carry on a
business undertaking like this with &0
directors?

Mr. Lambert: We have one dictator, not
50 dircetors. .

“Mr. MONEY: Then T have never seen a
dictator take things more quietly than the
Miwigter for Works is taking them on this
ovrasion, He is leaving the matter entirely
to his directors, the remaining members of
this House. It is absurd to think that 50
members of Parliament can deal with =
matter of this kind. Our time should be
occupied in considering the bigger affairs
affeeting the whole of the State and the
whole of the peaple. We are spending tao
mueh time on sectional work instead of de-
voting it to the work of the whole of the
State, If I shall prove to be the means of
bringing about an investigation or a con-
sideration of the question of delegating
this work, 1 shall not have spoken in vain,

Hon. W. €, Angwin: You ought to remem
ber that some of us attend here threc days
a week to consider the business of the
country, while some members attend on
only two days.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [8.5]: I have been
criticined by some members regarding my
attitude to the metropolitan water supply.
I have never been opposed to the muetro-
politan people having a decent water sup-
ply, but T do object to them having it at
the expense of the eountry, and I will
continuc to object on those grounds so long
ag T am in this House.

Mpr, Richardson: Tt is mot at the expensc
of the eountry,

Mr, LATHAM: T bave not said that ¢ is.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Then why buill upr un
Aunt Sally.

Mr, LATHAM: The metropolitan pesple
may have as many water supplies as they
like, so long as they do not ask the ¢ountry
to find the money for them.

Hon. P. Collier: What ahout the country
districts and their water supplies?

Mr, LATHAM: The country neceds water
a hundred thousand times more than tha
city needs it to-day, and the Leader of the
Opposition knows it. e knowa what hai
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to be done when the Labour Government
weTe 90 power in 1913,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Apnd the metropolitan
people paid for it.

Mr. LATHAM: They pay for very little,

Mr. O’Loghlen : Then what about the
I1AB.?

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member knows
where the taxation comes from; it comes
from the primary production of the State.

Mr, O’Loghlen: It comes from the whole
of the people.

Mr. LATHAM: Proportionatety, perhaps,
but the bulk of it comes from the people
outside the metropolitan area.

Mr. Lambert: That sort of stuff might
be good enough at Bruce Rock,

Mr. LATHAM: It would be impossible to
satisfy the hon. gentleman. I protest
against members saying that the Country
Party are opposed to the people of the
metropolitan area having a water supply.
No such opposition has ever oceurred, and is
not likely to occur, We know that water
supplies are necessary. I am surprised that
the sopply in the metropolitan area is as
good as it is. The growth of the metro-
pelitan area has been so rapid-—practically
one-half of the people in the State are in
the metropolitan area—and the times
through which we bhave passed recently
have been so difficult that I think members
ahould commend the Minister and the De-
partment for the fine work they have donc
rather than cail them over the coala for
neglect. 1 was grieved to hear that the
‘Water Supply Department should inflict an
injury on returned soldiera.

The Minister for Works: You should be
sure of your facts before you say that.

Mr. LATHAM: 1t is open to the Minister
to contradiet my statement. I hope he will
enlighten the House on this matter. I have
heard one side of the question and T am
waiting now to hear the Minister’s ex-
planation. The Commonwealth Government
realised their responsibility to the men who
were maimed while serving their country
by giving them some compensation in the
shape of a pension, and it ill befits the Gov-
ernment of the State to use that money for
the purpose of exploiting the labour of
these men. T hope the Mimister will put
up the case for the department and let us
know the facts. It ia a very serious matter.
If the Government do this sort of thing,
what a license it will bhe for outside em-
ployers to exploit these unfortunate men.
I hope we shall never again hear of a
similar occurrence. Tt is most unfortunate
that we bave out of work in this State 80
maimed men who are drawing a very small
pension. It does not redound to the credit
of the State that they should be unemployed.
The Government should do all in their
power to provide work for these men, so
that they shall have sufficient to maintain
themselves, their wives and families de-
eently. The Govermment should not take
into consideration the pension they receive
from the Federal Government. The pension
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was not given for the purpesc of providing
relief to the employer.

The Minister for Works: The Government
did not take that attitude and never bave
done so.

Mr., LATHAM: T am glad to hear that,
and I hope the Minister will give us a
clearer explanstipn than we bave had so
far. I do not think the Minister is other
than sympathetic. [ remember a speech he
made on the Esplanade.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Surcly you are making a
mistake!

Mr. LATHAM: Tt has always been said
of the Minister that anytbing he said he
meant, and I am satisfied hc meant what
he said on the Esplanade.

Mr. Wilson: Are you surc of it?

Mr. O’Loghlen: Was it on a Sunday after-
noon

Mr, LATHAM: No, it was on Anzac Day,
and I believe the Minister will stand to the
statement he made in public there. If the
case is investigated I believe he will do jus-
tice to these men.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Hear, hear!

Mr. LATHAM: I regret that thia trouble
should have oceurred in a department com-
trolled by the Minister, in whose sense of jus-
tice for returned men I had so much faith.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He will not fail you.

Mr. LATHAM: We do not need to show
these men sympathy; we should show them
common jostice. I hope this will be the laat
oceasion when we shall hear of any grievance
of this description.

Mr. .J. THOMBON (Claremont) [8.117: I
support the remarks made by the member for
Collie (Mr. Wilson) last night. Unfortunately
I did not hear the speech of the other soldier
member (Lieut.-Colonel Denton), but with
everything the member for Collie said I am
thoroughly in sympathy. We had a deputa-
tion of maimed and limbless soldiera to the
Minister for Worka, and he said he wag in
sympathy with them, and would do every-
thing he could for them. Yet he allows two
men from his own department to be out of
work for three months and does nothing,

Hon. P, Collicr: By jove, he has slipped a
lot, has not he?

Mr. J. THOMSON: Other soldier mem-

bers have said that the Minister is in
sympathy with the returned men. T do not
believe them when they say that. They are

only trying to pull his leg.

Mr. Lambert: You could not pull his leg.

Hon. P. Collier: Or his ear.

Mr. J. THOMSON: The Minister, in speak-
ing about me a few months ago, said I bhad
a dispute with another returned soldier, and
that was my reason for speaking in a ceriain
strain on that oceasion. I Aid not know Mr.
Lawson until he entered the camp on the
Sydney cricket ground for training when I
was in charge of the engineers there, and I
never had any dispute with him. A few offi-
cers in the Pioneer Corps asked me to go
back to the Minera’ Corps, but that was no
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dispute. 1 had no dispute whatever with Mr,
Lawson. [ have never met him professionally.
[ do not want cver to meet him soeially. On
the water question, I think it is about time
metropolitan nivmhers teok the whole thing
inte their own hands.  We have had quite
enough of the Minister for Works and his
men, I told the Jdeputation whieh waited on
the Prewmier some months age that even in
Clarcmont, which is not high up like North
Perth, the water was not fit to drink. I men-
tioned that I had filled o kerosene tin with
water, and that in a few days the water ato
through the tin. When I was elected to Par-
liament I thought I might be able to do some-
thing with regavd to the sewage trouble.
There was a meeting of members and I was
appointed to ge into that matter.
lot of time and monecy in getting out plans,
which T belicve arc now in Mr. Grant’s office.
The Minister for Works led us to believe that
something would be done during recess. Wea
have been here all this time, and nothing has
been done. The Minister for Works was
going to call a meeting of the loral bodies,
bot he has done nothing. According to the
Minister, a great American sewerage engineer
has reported favourably on our system. X
have here a copy of the ‘“Scientific Ameri-
can’’ reporting a meeting of sewerage engin-
eers from every State of the American Union,
and that mecting condemned every septie tank
system in the United States. I shall not op-
pose tny knowledge to that of the great
American engineers, but surely there must be
scmething wrong with the septic tank system.
T may say that my plans were drawn up in
consultation with a number of engineers. I
am not like the Minister for Works, who
thinky that he knows everything and that no-
hody elsc knows anything. The idea of these
engineers was that the only proper system for
erth was to take its sewage out to
seqa.  Seafaring men tell me that to take
it out an the Cottesloc side is impos-
sthle, that it must be taken out on the other
side, I have plans now showing the proper
systetr, which i3 to make a hig tunnel
alonyside the river ncarly to the Fremantle
smelting works, and then carry it under the
river, and pump up the sewage and take
it to where the first freshwater well was made
in Western Australia. At that point there is
@ eurrent going out to sea. The plan eannot
be carried ont tor some years, but eventually
it must be adopted. T daresay there arc very
tew people in Western Australia who know
that the level at the Causeway is only
4 feat ahove the level of the sea. How, then,
cun we sewer a growing town like Perth with-
out the adoption of some sueh plan as I have
suggestedd  Certain cogincers say we should
have a sewage farm. On my last visit to
the East, 1 was travelling in the train
to Adelaide and a loecal man who
wasg in the compartment with me presently
rlosed lis window, saying, ‘‘We are now
uetting close to the sewage farm.’’ Sewape
farms have been found to be failures not only
in South Australia bnt throughout the world.

I spent a .
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The only thing for us ko do is to take the
sewage out to sea. :

Hon, W. C, Angwin: But not via Cottesloe,

Mr, J. THOMSON: No. It must taken to
2 point where there is a strong eurrent going
out. 1 do not wish to econdemn people. There
have been so0 many members condemning the
Minister for Works that T am Jloth to do it.
[ look upen the Minister as a great engineer,
but T also look upon him as a man of the
pust, ns a man who should retire and give
someone younger a chance to do something.
The Minister for Works has been five or six
years in his present positon. He was going
to do this, that, and the other for water sup-
ply; but this summer we are just as badly off
a8 ever.

Hon. I'. Collier: Worse.

Mr. J. THOMSON: Yes, worse. I will not
say anything about one or two of the Min-
istor’s officers. I am not a member of Par-
lianment who will come to this Chamber to
condemn an engineer or a ¢ivil servant who
cannot reply. The Minister knows, however,
that in his department be has engineers and
men who are not qualified to carry out their
duties.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgurdie) [8.25]: I was
struek with the remarks of the member for
Bunbury as to the apparent incapacity of
memberg of Partiament. I do not know that
it falls within the provinece of a member of
Parliament to specialise in all the various de-
partments and ramifieations of State. If ome
went to Bunbury one might hear the hon.
member, as I have heard him, speak about the
Bunbury breakwater as if it were the great
national question, overshadowing everything
clse, But members of Parliament are not
called upon to control departments. They
are ecalled upon to bring betore responsible
Ministers matters which are purely local.
That is within the province and within the
rghts of a member of Parliament. In season
aml out of season, a good deal has been gaid

‘about the metropolitan water supply. 1 feel

justified in saying a word for the Minister
for Works in that connection.

‘The Minister for Works: You need not do
that. I am not in senile decay yet. I would
not like you to be misled by the words of
those who are.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am not misled by them,
nor am I likely to be misled by the words of
the Minister. The metropolitan water supply,
though unsatisfactory, has perhaps beem as
good as could reasonably be exjected. In
contradistinetion to many members, T hold
the view that we shall never have a satisfae-
tory water supply here until we place the
gystem  under separate comtrol, though in
saying that I do not wish in any way to in-
dicate a view that lay members of Parlia-
meut should not eontrol departments, It is
not necessary for n member of Parliament to
run the gauntlet of an examination in law, or
philosophy, or political economy, or astronomy,
or meteorology, or any other branch of art
or seience, in order to qualify for the work of
legislating. But it is essentia), sometimes at
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least, to exercise a little common sense. If
that is done, and if the local view is expressed
to Ministers through Parliament, a member is
carrying out his tunctions, There is no need
to depreciate members of Parliament on the
ground that they have not passed examina-
tions. I lLelieve the Government to be guiity
of neglecting the metropolitan water supply
to the same extent as they are guilty ot
neglecting wany other matters. They should
have put that water supply on a good fontin¥,
and are blameable for not having done so. It
must have occurred to the Treasurer and the
Minister for Works and Water Supply that
this matter can never be adequately dealt with
until the control is different. While the con-
trol is centred, ag it is to-day, nominally in

a Ministerial head, the service cannot be sat- .

isfactory. As the member for York has
stated, the metropolitan area should pay for
its water sipply. 1 believe the metropolitan
arca to be quite prepared and willing to pay
for a proper water supply controlled by an
adequate board. It is time Parliament in-
sisted that the present slipshod drift, which is
manifest in almost every political activity,
should cense. This House should contain a
sufficient number of members possessing com-
mon sense to say to the Government that they
are not prepared to allow the present hopeless,
helpless dritft to continue, notwithstanding
the multiplicity of promises to individial
members by which Ministers seek to cover
1ip their shortcomings. It is nearly time they
were told. I do not so much blame the Gov-
ernment, It is those who are prepared to sit
behind the Government and bark in a sort of
half-hearted way to their constituents that the
Government are doing nothing.

Hon. P. Collier: Just whimper a little.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, a sort of poodle
dog’s whimper that the Government are not
doing anything,

The Minister for Works: That will s¥op
when the Dog Act goes through.

Mr, LAMBERT: The member for North
Perth (Mr. MacCalium Smith) has recorded
his protest in the House, possibly half a
dozen times, Other hon. members also have
offered their protests. Bet they could come
down to the Government bebind whom they
sit and say that the water supply in the
metropolitan area is unsatisfactery and must
be improved.

Hon. P. Collier: In other words they could
put the acid on them, as de the members on
the cross benches.

Mr. LAMBERT: [Ezxactly. Awpything
which the members of the cross benches want
is fortheoming within 24 hours.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They have put the
acid on the lot of them now.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is astounding to ms
that the president of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association has not asked the Gov-
ernment to shift the rainfall into the agri-
culturel areas.

Mr. Pickering: He recognises the limita-
tions of the Government.
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Hon. P. Collier: He does not recognise
any limitations in the Treasurer,

Mr, LAMBERT: It is admitted that not-
withstanding any effort that may have been
put forward by the engineers or the Minis-
ter, the metropolitan water supply is inade-
quate and totally unsatisfactory. Its whole
financial basis is unsatisfactory, and so too
is its relationghip to Parliament and te the
rest of the State.

The Premier: Do you refer to Coglgardie?

Mr. LAMBERT: No.

The Premier: Coolgardie is very well sup-
plied with water.

Mr. LAMBERT: If you were to supply
water to the goldfields at the price at which
it ought to be supplied now that the gold-
fields people have paid for the scheme——m

The Premier: They did not pay for it.
The agriculturists paid for it.

Mr. LAMBERT: And so I suppose the
agriculturists are to have the benefit of it.
The time will come when we shall not allow
that sort of thing. I regret having to bring
up the question of the discharge of a couple
of returned soldiers from the Water Supply
Department. I do not know that I have ever
lauded the non-combatants who sometimes
take a profound interest in soldiers’ affairs
and push themselves right inte the fring
ranks, both here and on public platforms, in
defence of the soldier; but there is a
worthy set of returned soldiers who ought
to have received greater consideration from
the State Government. Two men were dis-
charged from the Water Supply Department
because they would not accept a deduction
from their weekly wages equivalent to their
war pensions. Mr. Lawson, who dealt with
this matter, might have felt that he was
right. To the extent of his desire to runm
hia department on sound commercial lines,
his action might find justifieation, but if we
are going to show an indecent disregard for
our duty to these maimed men

The Minister for Works: Are you sure
that is so? Why say that, unless you know?

Mr. LAMBERT: T have been through the
correspondence and have attended meetings
of the maimed soldiers. T heard the ex-
planations of both Sheppard and Whittle-
ston, and the history of the events which led
up to their diemissal because they would not
agree to the deduction of their war pensions
from their wagzes. I applavd them for it.
There is no member of the House mean or
paltry or petty enough to sanction that sort
of thing. If there be on God’s earth one
set of men more deserving tham another of
consideration, it is those who unfortunately
were partially or totally incapitated at the
war. The action of the State Government
in attempting to deduct the pensions of those
partially incapacitated men is almost too
awful for us to contemplate. I hope the
Minister will have some explanation to
proffer. Tf the department are capahle of
acts of this sort, it is due to the country to
know of the way our maimed men are being
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treated by the Government. It is a erying
shame that there should be amongst us 80
or 100 partially incapacitated men who can-
not find positions in Western Australia.

Mr. Teesdale: Does it not reflect on the
private employers also?

Mr. LAMBERT: Admittedly, but if the
employers are lacking in their doty towards
those men, it is for the Government to come
to the rescue. The employers who are em-
ploying cheap boy labour in lifts and jobs
of that sort instead of employing maimed
men, cught to be held up to odium through-
out the State, If they will not have greater
regard for their obligations te the maimed
men, the maimed men will find means of
showing up some of the great patriots who
arc atill capable of waving flags and singing
““God Save the King’’ and ‘‘Rule Brit-
annia,’” while our maimed men starve in the
streets.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: How many maimed
men have you employed?

Mr. LAMBERT: As many as I could.

Mr. Underwood: It is just as wel to sing
‘‘Rule Britannia’’ as to sing *'The Wateh
on the Rhine.”’

Mr. LAMBERT: I know which would the
better suit my friend’s voice. If I had eppor-
tunity to-morrow I would employ maimed men,
As a matter of fact I partly support one or two
to-day, although saying nothing abont it.
There arc in Western Anstralia big firma
who for the sake of saving a few paltry
shillings are employing lads in lifts, while
our maimed men go workless, homeless and
foodless. The member for Bumbury (Mr.
Moncy) may smile, but the seeretary of the
maimed mens’ organisation, who is not very
far away, can give the hon. member proof
that employers have been lacking in decency
to the maimed men.

The Miunister for Works: Apart from the
two men mentioned, what are the specific
complaints against the Uovernment?

Mr. LAMBERT: If is that they sought to
deduct the men’s war pensions.

The Minister for Works: But apart from
those twe men, Wwhat other instances are
thered

Mr. O'Loghlen: Are those two not enough?

Mr. LAMBERT: If the private employer
is not prepured to shoulder his responeibility
in the absorption of those men, it is for the
Government to do it.

The Minister for Works:
Government failed?

Mre. LAMBERT : They have failed in this,
that there are in the departments dozens of
positions suitable for those meu. I could go
through the departments and find there posi-
tiong for 50 or 60 maimed men.

The Minister for Works: Come down to
my “department and I will take you at your
word,

Mr. LAMBERT: 1t mieht not apply to
any great extent in the Minigter’s depart-
ment.

Where have the
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The Minister for Works: Nor in tbe de-
pariments of other Ministers either,

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister must know
that there are in the departments dozema of
light positions suitable for partially disabled
men, Those men eghould have first preference
and should he the common eare of Parliament
and of the Government. There are plenty of
rositions for those men in the Water Supply
Department as at Mundaring, where mea on
£600 or £700 a year drive up weekly and take
samples of water. A wmaimed soldier could
do that just as well as can Mr, O’Brien. If
the Minister taunts me fn give bim instances
[ can give him 10 or 20. T do not wish to
make this a personal matter, but an appeal
te members. Parliament should be given an
opportunity of expressing an opinion as to
whether the good name of this country should
be stultified Ly the ineapacity or inactivity
of the Government to mect their obligations
to returned men.

The Premier: T do not think the returned
men will thank you for saying that. We
have done a8 much as any Governnuent could
do. -
Mr. LAMBERT: [f the Preomier, after
listening to the opinions of the executive of
the Maimed and Limbless Soldiera’ Associa-
tion

The Premier:
them,

Mr. LAMBERT: Will still continue to
take up that attitode, T will withdraw every
word I have said and never speak on the
subject again,

The Premier: It is easy for you tv stand
there and talk Kke that. We have done the
work and I have devoted o great deal of time
to it. We have fixed up dozens of men,

Mr. LAMBERT: The Premier’s work is
not finished while there is one returned man
who requires a position.

The Premier: It is ecasier to talk about do-
ing things than it is to do them.

Mr. LAMBERT: When the Government
can bring thousands of peeple into this coun-
try surcly the one-time robust and strong
men of Aunstralia are deserving of a place in
the scheme of affairs in this State after their
sufferings ot the war.

The Minister for Works: The Government
have done everything that any set of men
could do.

Mr. LAMBERT: Let the Minister ask his
engineer about Sheppard. Here is a man to
whom justice has not yet been done. He was
good enough to be employed in the depart-
ment for a time—indeed was kept there for
several months. He was then notified that un-
less he was willing to have his miserable pen-
sion deducted from his wages he could not be
fur,ther employed. Ts that true or is it a
lie

The Minister for Woarks: Where i3 the
notification? I have the papers here.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt does not matter abemt
the notifieation.

I om always in touch with
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* The Minlster for Works: It does matter.
You say he was notified. Where is the anotifi-
eation {

Mr. Wilson: Was he reduced in wages?

Mr. LAMBERT: The officer desired to
deduet this man’s pension from his wages.
There are two or three returned soldier mem-
bers who have been through the correspond-
eunce, namely the member for Collie (Mr. Wil-
gon), the member for York (Mr. Latham)
and the membser for Moore (Uolonel Denton).
We have been through all the jetters and have
tistened to the case of these men and have
questioned them. Onc said he was a little
impudent, I know of engineers, memberg of
Parliament, and of Ministers of the Crown
who have been impudent.

The Minister for Works: So do T.

My, LAMBERT: I know them fco. I do
not think any engineer, heecause some indi-
vidual said@ something to him-he did not like,
should debar that individval from employ-
ment in the department.

The Minister for Works: You would not
keep a man in your employment if he was
impudent to you.

Mr. LAMBERT: Men have been impudent
to me. Possibly after a rcasonable explana-
tion and an ample apology no great sacrifice
would be made by an employer if he allowed
a man to return, This is a principle that has
becn sought to be imposed upon maimed men.
I hope they will fight against it.

The Premier: You must not talk in a
general way like that, -

Mr. LAMBERT: How would the Premier
desire me to tatk?

The Premier: In these two cases what you
say may have happened, but it has not oe-
curred in many casesa.

The Minister for Works: It has not hap-
pened anywhere as you- have stated the po-
sition.

Mr. Teesdale: Why not do the thing de-
partmentally instead of making thia fearful
exposurc? It will be printed all over the
country to-morrow. There are only two cases
in question, and yet yon make it apply to all
the eoldiers in W.A '

Mr. LAMBERT: There are 80 maimed
men out of employment to-day.

Mr. Teesdale: This Stdte has treated these
men better than any other State in Awustra-
lia. Do not multiply the facts in the general
way you are doing.

Mr, LAMBERT: The hon. member can
show his somewhat slavish devotion to the
Government by apologising for them after L
have sat down.

Mr. Teesdale: Make it more general and
not so direct against the Government.

Mr. Marshall: Hush it up.

The CHATRMAN: Qrder!

Mr. LAMBERT: Let the hon. member
continue to stand as an apologist for the Gov-
ernment, We want these men placed in em-
ployment. )

Mr Teesdale: We all want that,

Mr. Wilson: For four months we have
heen irying to get redress.
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Mr. LAMBERT: The member for Clare-
mont ean tell the Government, as ean the mem-
ber for Moore and the member for York, how
long we have been frying to get these men
employment.

Mr. JJ. Thomson: Here is the date.

My, LAMBERT: ‘This did not happen
only yesterday. It is a prineiple we are fight-
ing for on behalf of the maimed men. Do
tbe Government intend to show a bad ex-
ample to the ecountry by deducting the pen-
sions from the wages of these men? We
assured them that if it werc possible to foeus
attention upon the case it would be done. 1
could not think that the Minister for Works
or the Premicr were fully aequainted with the
facts of the c¢ase. It is very clear to me. We
have read the letters from Mr Lawson and
harve been through the file, The position
should be remedied. No Government should
deduct pensions from mmaimed men who are in
their employ.

Mr. Teesdale:
Jommission ¥

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member ought
to get his friend from Guildford to ask his
own question,

My, Teesdale: I am not indebted to the
member for Guildford for any question that
I ask.

Mr. Davires:
know.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Hon. members
must not kecp on interjecting, :

My, Davies: Why do yon say ‘‘we’’ when
you are referring to other members ¢

Mr. Wilson: He was on the deputation.

Mr. Davies: That is what T wanted to
know. One would have thought the hon, mem-
her was a rcturned soldier.

Mr. LAMBERT: I was there by invitation.

Mr, Davies: We did not anderstand the po-
sition. )

Mr. LAMBERT: It is a serious matter and
we are all very much concerned about it.

The Premier: The soldiers get a lot of
lip service but no real service.

Mr. Lutey: They get a lot of that.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt is all they have got
from the Government.

The Premier: That is what you have said
hefore buat it is not true, .

Mr. LAMBERT: I would be wrong in say-
ing that. I will give the Premicr credit for
having done n great amount of good. T
would be unjust and ungrateful if I said he
had not donme so. These remarks also apply
to the Minister for Works.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Federal Gov-
croment have been negleeting their duties.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 hope the Premier and
the Minister for Works will realise that we
should all have some feeling of pgratitude,
and be prepared to extend our services to
these men.

The Minigter for Works: We realise that
more than you do. T

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not think so.

Mr. Lutev: He has not shown it.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister may realise
it as much as I do, but if so why was Mr.

When were you put on the

That was what I wanted to
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Lawson allowed to put this man off mercly
because he would not accept the deduction
of his pension from his wages?

The Minister for Works: 1 will give you
the explanation.

Mr, LAMBERT: T shall be pleased to get
it. Much has been said about the necessity
for supplying water from the hills for the
metropolitan arca. I hope nothing will he
done in that respeet to endanger the gold-
fields water supply.

The Minister for Works:
afraid of that.

Mr, LAMBERT: The people there have
a prior ¢laim upon the Mundaring supply.
No scheme that 13 considered by the Govern-
ment should endanger the position,

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [8.55): 1
dissent from the remarks of the member for
Coolzardie (Mr. Lambert) respecting the
treatment of returned soldiers by the Min-
ister for Works. I have had occasion to
ask the Minister to place many returned
soldiers in employment, and he has always
done the best he eovld for them., I do not
think I can be accused of partiality towards
the Minister for Works in particular. If
anyone scends a returned soldier to him he
does his best for them.

Mr. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [8.56]: I
feel constrained to make some remarks be-
eause, with other metropolitan members, 1
consider I have a grievance. I am not going
to build up my case by condemning another
man. It is ridieulous for membera to bave
to listen to Ministers being more than
severely criticised and vilified without any
reason being shown for such aetion. Some-
thing may be done in Tregard to sceuring an
adequate water supply in the metropolitan
area. I also feel the Minister for Works
has done all he can with the money at his
disposal.

Mr. Luotey: Do you blame the Govern-
ment

The Premier: Of course.

Mr. RICHARDSON : I blame the ab-
normal circumstances in which the Govern-
ment have found themselves. That applies
not only to Western Ausiralia but to Aus-
traliz and the 'world in general. I ecould,
with some members who have heen eriti-
cising the Government, frame just as good
a case a9 they have done against the Gov-
ernment. I have to ask myself what I
would do if 1 were placed in similar cir-
camstances. 1 would then begin to think
T eould not have done better than the Min-
isters have done. It is very unfair tactics
to make out a case without presenting the
other side. We have good water in Subiaco
and there are no complaints about its
quality.

Mr.© MacCallum Smith:
Perth.

Mr, RICHARDSON: On the other bhand
the water supply is likely to be insufficient
during the forthcoming summer.

You need not be

Come to North
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The Miniater for Works: 1 do not think

80.

Mr. RICHARDSOXN: T hope the Minis-
ter’s words will be.borne out. During the
few hot days we bave had the sepply bas
not heen sufticient. We shall certainly not
have more than we need. If the Govern-
ment are going on with the sewerage works,
as they have promised to do in the near
future, I am afraid the supply of water mill
be inadequate. I hope that if the Govern.
ment are not prepared to propound a scheme
to be put into operation so that the whole
of the metropolitan area may be served,
they will consider handing the business
over to a board or trust. Kaeh year brings
vs closer to one thing or the other, Tf they
are not prepared to carry out the scheme
it is only fair to the people in the metro-
politan area that they should turn the whole
thing over to a board or trust.

Mr. Morey: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, and we should
turmm over all the other schemes as well, the
Burbury Harbour Works and ao on,

Mr. Money: Quite so.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You would not bark
go much then.

Hon, P. Collier: Turn over the agricult-
ural water suppliea to the local people too.

Mr. Pickering : That would be a good
scheme,

Mr. RICHARDSON: The majority of the
metropolitan Jocal authorities would be
very pleased 49f this concern was handed
over to a trust.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: They bave never
asked for the opinion of the ratepayers.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I will not argue the
point with the member for Nerth-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. W, C. Angwin) as the tax-
pavers in his electorate may bhe opposzed to
it. 1 believe the majority of the local
anthorities in the metropolitan area, how-
ever, would be pleased indeed to take over
these responsibilities. I believe they would
carry out the work more efficieatly and
effectively than the Government, because
the Government have so many different and
important matters te attend to that they
cannot carry on the lot entirely satisfae-
torily. There is another question arising
under the Estimates and that referas to the
drainage problem, which is becoming a
serioua ome in the metropolitan area. 1In
Subjaco this difficulty has become so pro-
nounced that in the very near future the
local auntherity is likely to be proceeded
against in eourt.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: You have power
under the Act to attend to drainage works,
Why do you not do it?

Mr. RICHARDSON : We have, but it
must be remembered that while we have
that power we can earry out only a sub-
sidiary scheme. The Government propose
to give effeet to a scheme for the whole of
the metropolitan area and consequently ourg
would only be a subsidiary affair, to be con-
neeted up with the main secheme. Thus our
hands are tied to a certain extent. It iz
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necessary, therefore, that the Government
should take this matter into serious consider-
ation so as to assist the loeal authorities.
The member for York (Mr. Latham), on each
occasion when he has dealt with the water
supply for the city, has spoken adversely.
Seeing that he is the Deputy Leader of the
Couniry Party, hiz remarks come with per-
haps greater significance than from other
private members in thisa Chamber. Each time
he has stated that if the people are willing to
take over the seheme for themselves, he is
prepared to support us.

Mr. Latham: Hear, hear! That is se.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The member for York
should remember that the metropolitan water
supply scheme is a paying proposition, and wa
have not ealled upon the country pcople to
pay any part of it. Should there be any loss,
it is borue by the people in the metropolitan
area. Let me remind the hon. member that
if we were as parochial as he is, thea the
country people would not get much eonsider-
ation. If we said that the people in the
country were to accept the whole of the
regponsibility, the member for York would
find himself in a different position.

Mr. Latham: You are not right in saying
I am parochial. I speke from the State point
of view,

Mr. RICIIARDSON: I am speaking from
the State point of view too. Notwithstanding
that, we are nll agreed in this Honse that we
must see that the country gors ahead first. I
must remind the Country Party members,
however, that there must be a metropolitan
area as well as a country area.

Mr, Latham: We agree with that.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Country Party mem-
bers do not always say so. If the mecmber
for York takes zmeh a parochial view of the
matter and every time we want anything in
the metropolis econtends we wmnst give per-
gonal security, we will turn round and apply
that principle to the country people.

Mr. Underwood: But they get what they
like from the Government, They put on the
acid or else they chuck out the Government.

Mr. RICHARDSON: That is the position.
I wish to impress upon the Govermmnent, how-
ever, that if they are not prepared to give
us a scheme which will provide us with an
adequate water supply, a proper system of
drainage, and comneet up the whole metro-
politan area with the sewerage scheme, then
they should consider the advisability of hand-
ing over thesc responsibilitics to a board or
trust.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.51: During
the diseussion T have been struck by the gen-
eral condemnation of the operations of the
Government reparding various works which
have been eovered hy the Estimates.

Mr. MzeCallum Smith: Where there is
smoke, there is fire.

Mr. PICKERING: When one considers the
amount of developmental work accomplished
in this State in so limited a time with our
very small population, one must realise that
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the results are really astounding. We hear
eomplaints abeut the water supply for Perth.
When we think of the small population we
have and the enormous amount of wealth
we are able to produce, it is a matter for
conpgratulation that we have gone se far. As
Lo roads and other matters, when I hear peo-
ple protesting about the condition of our
roads, and I realise the mileage of railways
wo possess and the network of roads and
tracks throughout the State, I feel that
it is mot so much a matter for wonder
that we have bad roads as that we have
these facilities on “sueh an extensive scale,
1 had an opportunity rceently of inspecting
the sewerage system in operation in the
metropolitan area. 1 was struck by its effi-
cienecy. I was escorted over the works by
Mr. Lawson, who informed me that at the
present time only five grains of solids
per gallon were flowing into the river.
When we consider the state of the
sewago on entering and the time it takes to
pass through the septic tanks and
filter beds, it is apparent that a great
deal has been accomplished. I believe we
bave as affective a system of septic tanks as
there is in any part of the world. We pass
through that sewerage system 1,600,000
gallons a day.

Mr, Manu: It will become an cnormous
matter to be dealt with.

Mr. PICKERING: It requires serious con-
sideration, but that aspeet is neot lost sight
of by the departmental officers. The depart-
ment are alive to the necessity for improving
the system. The idea at present entertained
is to decpen a channel from the sewerage
works down to the deep water in the river
bed. In that way, it is anticipated the
flow from the septic tanks will be much
more rapid. It nay be necessary to
discharge at a point ns suggested by
the member for Claremont, The present Gov-
ernment are not responsihle for the inception
of this scheme, and it is not fair to attaek
them as some members have done. It is not
generally my role to protect the Govern-
ment, but we should realise that we have
acoomplished a lot in a very short time. Re-
garding the water supply and sewerage oper-
ations in this State

Mr. Underwood interjected.

Mr, PICRERING: I really think I would
like to make my own speech if T may.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Hon. members
must keep order.

Mr. PICKERING: We have been told by
the member for North Perth and others abont
the anxiety that is manifested among the
lgeal authorities to take over these opera-
tions. T have heen in this Chamber for six
years and T have vot heard of mueh agita-
tion from the metropolitan bodies in their
desire to take over these works,

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: They have agitated
fiom time to time,

Mr., PICKERING: Then they have not
made much noice about it.

Mr, Underwood interjected.




[13 DEcEMBER, 1922.]

Mr. PICKERING: How long have Fou
been a representative of the metropolitan
area? Have you adopted the metropolitan
area as you say the Government have adopted
the North-West? If the people in the metro-
politan area are so much in earnest, why the
dickens do they not mnke much more noise
about their desires? Why do they not put
forward some tangible proposition?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is no anxiety
at ol

Mr. PICKERING: Why do they not say
they will buy these concerns at a fair price?

The Minister for Mines: Of course, they
would fix the price!

Mr. PICKERING: Of course they would.
Any old price would do for them. So far as
the outside water supply schemes are eon-
cerned, we have to pay what the Government
demand. If the metropolitan people wish
to take over this supply, let them take it over
at a fair price.

Mr. MpeCallum Smith: That is what we
want,

Mr, PICKERTNG: That is what you say!
f was astounded at the attitude adopted by
the member for Bunbury (Mr. Money) and
his eriticism of members of Parliament. T am
astonished at what he considered members of
Parlinment should be. I do not know of any
part of the British Empire where members of
Parliament are required to pass an examina-
tion before they can enter upon their duties.
[f such were the case, it would be a poor
old Parliament.

Mr. Underwond: The member for Bunbury
would not pass an examination,

Mr, PICKERING: I do not wish to be
personal, but what Western Australia wants
is members of Parliament whe have had
practical experienee.

Hon. P, Collier: Men like our noble selves.

Mr. PICEERING: We do not want mem-
hers whe ean pass examinations, but rather
men who lave had practieal experience, and
they are the men who will help to lead West-
crn Australia back to proasperity.

The Minister for Mines: Let us not talk
of ourselves.

Mr. PICEERING: There is no need to do
g0, heeavsz I believe the Parliament of West.
ern Australia compares more than favourably
with that of any other part of Australia.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J.  George—>Murray-Wellington—in  renly)
(9.12]: Tn replying to the debate, T think
the best thing would be to start with the
complaints vegarding the treatment of Te-
turned soldiers, I challenge any contradie-
tion of my statement that the Government
of Western Australia have never attempted in
any shape or form to evade their responsi-
hilities regarding returned soldiers. Every
Govermment with whom I have heen asso-
cinted has had but one idea, and thit wag
that the country owed its best to the soldiers
who went away to fight for"it. Those who
benefited by treir action hed their part to
do when the men came back. Neither the
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Government nor any member of the Gov-
ernment has had a single idea but to do a
fair thing by the soldiers and the country.
Reference has heen made to the cases of
Whittleston and Sheppard. Some remarks
have been passed regarding Mr, Lawson. In
justice to thai genileman, I wish to explain
that Whittleston made application for a cer-
tain period of leave. The oflicer who received
it sent it to Mr. Munt who was then Under
Seeretary, and by him it was sent to the
Secretary to the Premier with the request
for information as to whether Mr, Whittle-
gton’s applieation came within the Cabinet
decision governing this matter. The answer
that came back from the Premier’s secretary,
Mr. Shapeott, was that the application did
not come within the scope of the Govern-
ment’s decision, The matter did not quite
rest there. Whatever may be said abount
Mr. Lawson by some hon. members, he is an
engincer whose reputation is respected by
those who are qualified to judge. As to his
services in the field they can better be judged
by these who were there than by myself,
but T understand bhe served with honour and
cama back with honour. Mr, Lawsen has been
spoken of as a man who has shown no feeling
towards these soldicrs. When he heard that
the man’s application for leave had been
turned down, he wmade inguiries and sent
forward the following minute—

The raling of the secretary to the Pre-
mier i3 noted, but I am quite sure that
although it may be the letter of the law
it is not the spirit of the Cabinet minute
to deny payment of the leave in a case
where the man was medieally unfit to take
up the heavy work he did hefore. In
other words, the decision penalises the
wornded man against the man who re-
turned in good hodily health and spirits.
In this conrection, I would draw attention
to the fact that the relatives of deceeased
soldiers have been paid the equivalent of
the lcave that accrued before the death of
the soldier.

Here is this man spoken of as being uwnfeel-
ing and unjust pleading for a second consid-
eration of the decision which had heen given
nuder a Cabinet minute, On the 9th March,
1920-—T do not know whether the hon. mem-
ber has seen all the correspondence—a letter
was sent by Mr. Butler, seeretary of the Re-
trrrned Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Tmperial Leagua
of Awstralia to Mr. Haywood, secretary of
the Department—

I have just received a complaint from a
refurned soldier nomed J. H. Whittleston
who lost a leg whilst on active service, and
it wag imposgible for him to return to his
pre-war oceupation. As he worked in your
derartment for some time prior to enlist-
men{, according to the Premier’s ruling
he should receive his accrued holiday pay
whilst on service, and I trust you will at-
tend to this matter at your earliest eon-
venience.

What was the result? The matter was re-
ferred for consideration again, and on the
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19th Mareh Mr, Haywood wrote as follows
to Ar. Butler—

Tn reply to your letter of the 9th inst.,
requesting that payment be made to Mr.
Whittleston in lieu of leave during his ab-
sence with the A.1.F., I have the honour to
advise that the matter has been recoasid-
ered, and although the case is not one
which would come under the deeision of
Cabinct, it has been dceided in view of
the special circumstances mentioned by you
to comply wtih your request. Payment of
the amount involved will be paid to Mr.
Whittleston in due coarse.

That is not an unsympathetic way in which
the ofiicer of the department dealt with the
matter. Coming to the particular case which
has been brought forward, I wish to say that
on the 2nd August, 1922, the secretary of the
Maimed and Limbless Soldiers’ Association
waited on me accompanied by two members
of this House, Mr, Wilson and Mr. J. Thom-
son, On the 7th Angust I wrote to the sec-
retary of the Association and this was the
attitude I adopted—

I quite agree with yon that if a man is
able to give 100 per cent. efficiency, he
should have the full rate of pay for any
job he may oceupy, and I do not regard
the pension as being an item which should
be used by an cmployer to reduce the wages
of the particular man in question. The
pension, of course, is given hy the Govern-
ment so that those who have suffered dis-
ability may, at any rate, have sustenance
if they fail te find remunerative work, 5o
on that point your Association and myself
are in accord. It is a pity this trouble
has arisen because I ecan quite understand
the attitnde taken up by your Chairman
when he saw me at Parliament House, but
for the future when the Department is
employing any disabled man, I bave asked
Mr. Lawson to see that the wage is fized
before he puts him on, and to communieate
with your Association so that you may have
officinl cognisance of it, and so avoid a
repetition of the present complaints. Of
course it must always be taken as a first
point that the man in charge of the work
iz responsible through me to the State for
his expenditure, and he must have freedom
of action in choosing his men, and also in
fixing any particular wage which the Arbi-
tration award@ does not provide.

That is the attitude which I understand was
Yaid down and has not been departed from
one iota, and so much of what we heard last
evening and to-night can be judged by hon.
members from the terms of that letter. This
letter of mine also stated—

With regard to Mr. Whittleston, he un-
fortunately has lost one leg. He is em-
ployed as is stated in conmection with a
boat passing between Burswood Island and
the depot at East Perth. It is really & joh
for a boy between 17 and 13—

Mr. O’Loghlen: A boy of 18 is a man.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is so
long ago sinee I was that age that anyome
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of 18 may still seem to me to be 4 boy. My
letter goes on—

—as Whittleston can only deal with very

light articles, being unable o give the full

serviee which is required at times in con.
nection with heavy weights, and on such
occasions, of course, recourse has to be
made to other men, which should not be
if the man in charge of the boat were
fully able to carry on,
lad Whittleston not been placed in charge
of that job the work would have been given
to a man who, at the same time, would have
performed other work which Whittleston was
not capable of doing.
. Mr. Wilson: He wae paid full wages up to
this,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will deal
with that poiut. You have had your eay,
50 let me go on.

Mr. Wilson: You chipped in a bit yourself,
you kmow,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mr. Law-
son wrote a note in which he stated that
Messrs, Wilson and Thomson, Ms.L A, waited
on him in regard to the case of Whittleston,
and that he pointed out to them that although
Whittleston could do the work on the boat
this wounld not be the only work an ahle-
hodied man would be asked to do, and that
if an ordinary labourer was employed he
would be part of his time on the boat and
the remainder on ordinary labouring work.
Mr. Lawson continues—

T also pointed out that it was very hard

to maintain cfficiency on the works when

the men saw another employee drawing
more money than they were getting in the
aggregate and doing mueh less work, and
that if it was a case of Whittleston having
to be paid the full amount of £3 183, =
week 1 would have to see whether another
position could not he found for him. This

[ think impressed Messrs. Wilson and

Thomson and when I pointed out that

there was a possibility of continuity of

employment if Whittleston could do the
work they pleaded that aomething might
be done to show that the interests of the
returned soldiers were being considered,
and it was guggested that if he were paid
the sum of £3 per week the matter might
be adjusted. It was Jeft at this on the
understanding that Mr. Wilson would bring
it up at the meeting of the Maimed angd

Limbless Soldiers.

Mr. J. Thomson: I wish to say that is not
true. We never agreed to such a thing at all.

Mr. Wilson: It i3 not true.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With re-
gard to Sheppard, he has had to do not only
with Mr. Lawson but with the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner. Only to-day I had Mr.
Lawson in my office before me. My, Lawson
wrote on the Tth August last with reference
to this man—

I find that Sheppard has lost one arm,
which of course in to be regretted, and en-
fitles him to fair consideration apart from
his ability as a workman, He was em-
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ployed 2s a storeman on the Mt Hawthorn

reservoir affer the completion of this work.
Mr. Lawson explained this morning that on
the job Deing finished, Sheppard was
kept on and paid £4 a  week when
he should have been put off, unless
another job was found fer him. It ap-
prars that bhe was kept on owing to some
misaprrehension. It ig stuted that the duties
he had to perform were very light and that
the officer who put him on the wages sheet
rated him at full pay. Mr. Lawson, as en-
gineer responsible for the expenditure on the
job, came acvoss the item on the pay sheets
amd made inquirics. He informed me that
Sheppard was not able to give the full 100
per cent. eflicicney, and in carrying out his
rcsponsibilities in connection with the expen-
diture of funds, he rated Sheppard’s value to
the department as £2 18s. 6d. per week. The
oridinary labourcr in the department makes
ahout £3 17s, 6d. per week and Mr. Lawson
was and is of the opinion that Shep-
pard’s shortage in efficieney is represented
by £1 per week less, which he paid
him, Sheppard has left the department,
and it is to be regretted that he ap-
peared to forget that in pleading his case
it was nccessary to be at any rate decently
respectful, both for his own sake, and his due
to the officer. Apparently he was not, and what
passed between him and Mr. Lawson rendered
it tmpossible for Sheppard to again be em-
ployed in the department. I do not exmect
that there should be any undue smoodging,
or anything of that sort, shown by men to the
officers, and as Minister for Works I insist
that decent respcet shall e shown by emr
ployees to those in authority. Similarly it is
required that respect be shown by the officers
to those under them.

My, Corboy: That is what we want.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If it is
shown to me that this man used language to
Mr. Lawson which should not have been used,
i would Dbave been foolish to have allowed
him again to be employed under the shme
officer, because the sting and the sore of the
pain would remain and would probably create
further trouble. The question came before
the Public Sorvice Cominissioner, who searched
round to sée if he could find work for Shep-
pard. The Public Service Commissioner did
offer him a job in the Lands Denartment on
lithographic work. The Commissioner told
me this morning that Sheppard turned down
this job because he nlaced a higher value on
bis services, The work Sheppard was put on
was as foliows: He was offered a job on the
Mt. Hawthorn to Mt. Lawley main at 58s.
a week, which was the worth of the job. Al
he had to do was to keep his eye on the tools
and to take notice of what was poing on.
He turned down that jobh. Some reference
has teen made—I am sorry for that—to re-
marks of mine made on the Esplanade on
Anzae Day when the Governor, the Mayor of
Perth, and others were present. Every word
‘that T uttered on that oecasion I am prepared
to live up to so long as T have breath in my
body, and not one underiaking, financial or
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otherwise, T have had anything to do with
sinee or before but has been carried out in
its entirety even if it meant privation to mny-
self and my family. It is wrong that a Min-
ister should be challenged in the way that 1
have leen challenged. I circularised every
road board in Western Australin, not once
but twice or three times, Pointing out that it
was their duty to try to help these men who
had fought for us. I received one reply only
and that was from the fair town of York. Yet
some hen. members talk glibly about these mat-
ters and declare that nothing has been done.
There has been quite a lot of eriticism of
the metropolitan water scheme. Anyone
who occupies the position of Minister for
Water Supply is bound to ecome in for any
amount of eriticisin, perhaps not so kindly
as it might be. Anything which deals with
the whole of the public must necessarily be
eriticised, and I can quite understand
metropolit'n members, when consulting their
congtituents, must naturally receive hundreds
of complaints, many of which, if investigated,
would be found to be groundless, but many
of which no doubt have good foundation and
require attention. But I do not want it to
go out from thizs House that either I as
Minister, or the officers of the department,
are so callous and so neglectful of the duties
we have undertaken ag to allow these things
to go unnoted. There is not a single com-
plaint made in this House or in the Press
but is investigated and, so far as lies within
the power of the departmental officers, it is
put right. The member for South Fremantie
(Mr. MecCallum) apoke last evening nbout
excuses and explanations. If a man has
that trend of mind, and I think the member
for North Perth (Mr. MacCallum Smith )
was somewhat like it, anything a Minister
may say with the most bona fide intention of
placing before the House such information
as he may have to show what is being done,
is regarded as an excuse. I do not excuse
anything. If members do not understand,
I explain, but to eall it an exeuse because
we cannot satisfy everyone of the 130,000
or 140,000 people in Perth would be silliness,
and members would be the first to speak
about it. The hon. member spoke of the
Fremantle aren being without a water supply.
The area was not without a water supply,
but portion of the area had to have a
restricted supply, and that must oecur any-
where in similar circumstances. There was
& G-inch main in the area which had its
supply somewhat curtailed, and it unfortu-
nately elected to burst. As we were trying
to force more water through the mains, to
meet the demands, perhaps we exerted a
higger pressure than this main could stand.
What was done? Immediately the engineers
fournd this, they set out to divert water from
another source and send it there. On the
two days North Fremantle was taken entirely
off the main which previously supplied it, and
the water which would have gone through was
thrown into South Fremantle to give the peo-
ple there a bigger supply.
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Hon. W, C. Angwin: They should have
said at the timc that the main had burst.
They said it was due to the draw on the
reservoir.

Th: MINISTER FOR WOREKS: To show
that the water supply at Fremantle has not
been neglected, as I stated last evening, down
the Canning-road an 8-inch main has been
Jaid as far as Altred Cove to get more
water from Bickley Brook and the Victoria
reservoir. The pumps at Alfred Cove were
speeded up and we were getting 400,000
gallons more water through that main than
ever before. Since then we have had no
complaint. The hon. member spoke about @
private hospital being short of water. The
explanation of that will reach me to-morrow
morning. 1 was not able to get it to-day.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Mg said it was short
for one day. It was short for four days.

The MINISTER ¥OR WORKS: The hon,
member said 1% days. That is being in-
quired into. The Xederal Hotel was said
to have been without water.

Mr. O’Loghlen: They should have had
beer.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
one of the greatest surprises I have rceeived.
because the clevation of that place should
have ensured its having water if therc was
any water at all in Fremantlee. The burst
of main to which T have referrcd took four
or five hours to put right, and after that the
serviece was maintained. A complaint was
made about Palmyra. Tet me explain the
position. The reservoir in Fremantle is 205
feet high. Palmyra is 180 feet high, and
the difference between the elevation of the
two places is lJargely nullified by what ia
known as frietion. Consequently, it is im-
possible in Perth or Fremantle to deliver
water by a gravitation scheme at anywhere
near the game level na the service reservoir.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No complaint was
made here about Palmyra.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 have a
note of it, anyhow. Some members are very
good at throwing dirt at their own towns
and country, but what do they know about
the other Statea? What are the people in
New South Wales, South Australia, and Vie-
toria getting in the way of water supply?

Hon. P. Collier: In Melbourne they are
getting a very pood supply.

My, Corboy: Except for the eels.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Mel-
bourne is giving about 50 gallons per head
per day; Sydney is giving 36 gallons, Ade-
laide is giving 53. Yet we have been supply-
ing 80 gallons per day for every man,
woman, and child. Anyone who has had
anything to do with water supplics knows
that the standard adopted by an engineer
designing a scheme i3 50 gallons per head
per day, When T was building the Perth
scheme in 1890, it was laid down on that
basis.

Mr., Harrison: The reason for that is that
the population is not so seattered in Western
Australia as in the other States.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Refer-
ence was made by the member for South
Fremantle to shortages in ecertain private
houses. 1 cannot read the whole file but two
or three complaints were made. and when we
investigated them we found that the inside
service supplying those houses contained a
depoait of lime and ecorrosion te sueh an
extent that the pipes were almost blocked up.
and no one knows that better than the hom,
member  himself. The member for North
Perth (Mr. MaceCallum Smith) who I regret
is not presenmt, made a great song about the
Minister not ecoming to the House and asking
for money. If he knew anything at all
about the conduet of the Ministry and the
duties of the different members of the
Ministry, he would know that no Minister
can come to the House and ask for money
anleas the Treasurer has assented to the
adoption of that course. Every Minister
submits his propesals to the Treasurer, and
if the Treasurer ean see his way to provide
thhe money, well and good.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Treasurer does
not always give it to him.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: No.

The Minister for Mines: He has not
always got it

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
Treasurer eannot give it to us, how foolish
it is t¢ suppose that a Minister could come
to the House and ask for moncy which the
Treasurer cannot find, Moreover, there are
times in the Treasury, just as in our private
Yives, when we may lave any amount of
vredit bnt not the funds. The Treasurer
keeps a tight hand on the purse and will
not allow me, or any other Minister, to
spend money unless he is satisfied the ex-
penditure is justified. That is the only way
we can deal with the finances of the State.

1Ton. P. Collier: That explains why you
are showing such improved results tin the
finanees ! '

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If that
control were not exercised, the position
would be worse,

Hon. P. Collier: We c¢an see the improved
results already !

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is idle
to rail about Ministers not doing some-
thing when that something is not within
their provinee to do. The hon. member
referred to the mayvor of Perth in rather an
ungenerous way. The mayor of Terth and
T crossed swords. T know I was right and
he thinks he was right, but we have both
agreed to be very good friends. We buried
the hatchet and, although we do not sleep
in the same bed, we shake hands and are
very friendly. T do not think the mayor
would take to himself the eredit which the
member for North Perth wishes us to under-
stand he wonld. Regarding the discoloura-
tion of water, there can he no denial of
that, and there never has been. It would
he fookFsh to go against an cstablished fact.
There are times when the water comes
through the main so discoloured as to be
ahsolutely ohnoxious. That is not always
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s80. The only way to deal with it is to
establish some filters and keep them going.
A scheme is heing prepared, the drawings
are being made and when the scheme is
through, it will be laid before the Treas-
urer with the idea of erecting filters at
Mount Hawthorn, Clarcmont, Mount Eliza,
and Fremantle; If the Treasurer ean find
the money, the work will be carried out.

Uon. P. Collier: The discolouration has
been very bad once or twiee this year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No onc
denies it. The member for Leederville
(Capt. Carter) spoke about wasting water
and the charge for excess water. Every
application made for an abatement in con-
nection with the excess water charge in
that district has received the fullest con-
sideration, and if it was found that the
application contained the elements of fair.
ness, & rebate was made, I thank the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) for the very fair way in whieh
he spoke. He, like myself, has renched a
period of Jife when he can cast aside all
biag, and bring to bear on facts matured
judgment instead of flights of faucy, which
gome less elderly pcople indulge in.

lon, P. Collier: You are putting down
his attitude to old age.

Hon. W, . Apngwin :
ment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yecs, that
and nothing more. His hair, like mine, with
the passage of time has become silvered.
Some men get silvered bhair without their
judgment maturing.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: And some of them
lose their hair,

The Minister for Mines: Well, I have
never scen a bald-headed man in a lnnatie
asylum, anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Leederville said some lady had
had £30 worth of linen ruined in the wash.
I do not kuwow the lady, but if it is true,
it simply shows that her husband must have
drawn a surprise packet, and not a good
packet, when he drew her. She could not
have been well trained in domestic duties,
becanse she should have known wher she
drew the water whether it was a fair thing
to put the ilnen into it or not. I do not
believe the story. Ladies, so far as [ know,
are pretty carefnl, and £30 worth of linen
is rather a big order. I cannot enumerate
what the linen consisted of,

Hon. P. Collier: You should ask for an
inventory.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In these
days of high prices, £30 worth of linen
would be a valuable adjunct to the good
lady and her husband’s comfort, too valu-
able to risk in discoloured water.

Hon. P. Collier: A very foolish woman,
anvhow.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
so too. All the complaints regarding water
not having veached this place and that
place will be inquired into and dealt with.

To nature judg:-

Hon. P. Collier: You will have a busy
time next week.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for West Perth (Mrs. Cowan)
spoke about the York supply being good. I
have no doubt the member for that district
felt highly elated. The York supply ought
to be good; it is Mundaring water. For
over six months, prier to a fortnight or
three wecka ago, nothing but Mundaring
water plus water from the Viectoria and
Bickley Brook reservoirs has been supplied to
Perth, It follows, therefore, that the com-
pldints made ontil a few weeks ago were
complaints ahout hills water, and not water
from the bores, The West Perth sewerage
relerred to by the hon. member eannot be
carried out until the Subiaco sewerage has
bcen undertaken, whieh will be, 1 hope, dur-
ing the next year, there being an item for it
on the Loan Eatimates. The West Perth sew-
erage cannot be done till then, because, the
fall being towards Subiaco, we cannot bring
the sewerage in this direction. The member
for Bunbury and other mewmbers seem to
think that a board would be a better means
of controllling the metropolitan water supply.
As Minister I shall be very happy when the
day comes for me to relinquish that portion
of my fuactions.

The Minister for Mines:
ply was under a board once.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1t was
uwnder boards twice, and the boards did not
give satisfaction. The people kicked up a row,
and the Govermment took the water supply
over. The same thing will probably happen
again if the Government now hand the water
supply over to a bhoard. The Minister for
Mines and myself have for some time had
instructions, which it has not yet been pos-
sible to carry ont, for the calling of a.meet-
ing of the various bodies in. the metropolitan
nrea, 8o that the question of the best system
of control may be discursed.

Hon, P. Collier: You are lLolding that
over for a slack weck.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We hope
to get it done some time; but how on earth
can members expeet Ministers to do their ad-
ministrative work when they have to sit here
from half past two until midnight or possibly
two or three o’cloek in the morning% Re-
verting to the discoloration of water, that
trouble 'is not confined tn Western Australia.
Last year the most cminent experts who could
be gathered together from the United King-
dom and Treland and the United States of
Amecriea, met in London to discuss various
municipal problems, such as maintenance and
construction of roads; and they devoted three
whole days to this very same question of dis-
coloration of water. They pointed out that
there was no system knowa by which water
pipes could be made absolutely impervious to
the action of eertain acids and minerals that
make their appearaner in water. Those coun-
trics have had the same trouble as Western
Australia has had, with regard ty the forma-

¥
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tion of nodules in the pipes, and with regard
to the mingling of different supplies of water.
When such & mixing of waters oceurs as be-
tween our Mundaring water and our bore
water. a chemical reaction sets up and causes
trouble. The same thing has cecurred in Eng-
land, Scotland, Ireland, and the United
States. When these men, who do kmow their
work, and whose people do appreciate them,
make such admissions, surcly we here are en-
titled to a little consideration. A certain sug-
gestion has been made for the driving of a
funnel along the river as far as the Fremantle
Smelting Works for the purpose of carrying
the sewage out to sea. I shall bring that sug-
gestion under the notice of Mr. Lawson and
the Engincer-in-Chief, and ask them to con-
gider tho scriousness of such a useful sugges-
tion. Should they find that there is some-
thing in it—I eannot be so sceptical as to
suppose otherwise-—T shall inform the House
a3 to the resnlt. The member for Coolgardie
was unfair when he referred to Mr, O’Brien
as going up to Mundaring every week to take
samples—a suggestion that an officer drawing
£900 a year does no other work than that.
The very cxtravagance of the language used
by the member for Coolgardie wounld destroy
his case in the mind of any reasonable man.
It does not speak well for this Chamber or for
Wostern Australin that never a good word
should be said sbout the State employees,
that hardly any member finds oceasion to
mention that a State employee has done some-
thing decent. The member for Coolgardie
expressed the hope that the water supply from
the hills would not in any way endanger the
supply to the goldfields. He can go home
and sleep in comiort on that idea. The source
which will supply Perth with hills water does
not in any way affect Mundaring Weir. Ther¢
is any amount of water in the scheme known
as the Conning. T have to thank several mem-
bers who lLave hecn good erough to cxpress
their views. Perhaps there may be some little
balm in Gilead so far as I am concerned. As
regards members who have given me scathing
¢riticism, 1 hope that they have charity in
their hearts, and that on reflection they will
call to mind that all wen are mortal, that no
mnn is perfect, and that even in their armour
there might be found flaws eapable of DLeing
penctrated if oeeasion arose.

Ttem, Acting Controller, £326:

Mr. TEESDALE: I was indeed pleased to
hear the reply of the Minister for Waorks.
protest against exageerated statements made
by one or two members here, members who
appear to think they have a monopoly of
gympathy for onfortunate men who have re-
tirned in a maimed condition. Perhaps every
other member of this Touse has as much
sympathy for those men as have the members
who made such a varade of their sympathy
to-night. The remarks made in this connec-
tion about the Government arc simply scan-
d~lovs. Onutsiders, reading those remafks,
might imagine that there were great griev-
ancea here in connection with the treatment
of soldiers—which I absolutely deny. The

.
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problen is one that canmot be satisfactorily
solved immediately. In some instances it is
impossible to find positions for the unfortun.
ate maimed men. What I do object to is the
direct statement that the Government have
been remiss in the matter, I would net mind
if members had distributed their attacks
over private individuals as well, but the
allegations have all been against the oceu-
pants of the Treasury bench. Sir James
Mitchell has done everything in his power
for these unfortunate men. He has 50 mem-
bers of Parliament setting him from morning
to night. Ile is asked to reccive a dozen
deputations a day. On top of that he is
baited- by half a dozen women’s associations.
And then, when he comes here, he is set
npon by a member who ought to know bhetter.
No State bas acted more fairly than Western
Australia by its soldiers. I admit that our
solution of the problem is not yet perfect.
The position is so extraordinary; there never
has been a similar position in the world
before. There must be grievances, and there
will continue to Le grievances. However,
I ask hon. memhers to rceognise that those
grievances are being remedied as speedily as
possible.  The charges of the member for
Conlgardie arc simply scandalows. The hon.
member cevery now and then makes extrava-
gunt charges for reasons known enly to him-
self. Other members eome herc and parade
their patriotism for the benefit of ‘‘Han-
gsord’’ and the ‘“West Australian.’’ Their
efforts would be much more effective if mode
quicetly between those members and Ministers.
I admit that what has been brought forward
by members who have so suddenly taken up
the case of these men is part and parcet of
the Commonwealth's duty, but I do not see
why any reflection should he cast upon the
Clommissioners, who understand the position.
T do net sce that there is meed for any out-
sider to golvanise the Commissioners into
activity. The member for Co'lie is quite eap-
able of looking after his brother soldiers,
and I am certain he loses no ooportunity of
doing so. I would, however, ask him to be a
little less exa~gerated in his statements than
some of the previons speakers have been,

Mr. WILSOX: T do not evaggerate in
statements that T make te¢ the House. I am
going to prove to the House what I have
asserted. ‘The very correspondence read by
the Minister demonstrates that these men
have been unfairly treated. I do not think
that in my speech T said anything detri-
mental to Mr. Lawson, whom I hold in the
highest esteem. But it is possible for a
mistake to be made, amd a mistake has heen
made here, as I ghall prove. Snrely it is
peculin}- that we should be asked to go back
vears in order to get some camouflage for
the reduction of waces imnosed upon these
two men. "What has Whittleston's leave of
absence two years rreviously to Ao with the
redretion of his woges from £3 18s. per week
to £2 18s. 6dY The fact of the matter is
that Shepperd was emnloved as foreman on
some works for 12 months.
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The Miniater for Works: He was pover em-
ployed as a foreman.

Mr. WILSON: I should have suid, as
storeman. He had done that wort to the
satisfaction of the Government, and had at-
tained the rate of £3 18s. per week. Then we
have the extraordinary statement that because
some men, who were in the best of health and
strength, complained when they saw a stumpie
drawing such pay——

The Minister for Works: That ia not so.

Mr. WILBON: The Minister for Works
gaid so.

The Minister for Works: I have never
said so. '

Mr. WILSON: The Minister szid the men
complained about this man drawing more
money than they.

The Minister for Works: I did not.

Mr. WILSON: I took it for that.

The Minister for Works: You must have
misunderstood me,

Hon. P, Collier: The Minister for Works
said the other men wounld complain.

The Minister for Works: That is a dif-
ferent matter altogether.

Mr. WILSON: I shounld be sorry to think
that any wan would complain. Those men,
after being 12 months employed, were inter-
viewed by two officers in respect of their
pensions. Shortly afterwards ome of those
men was reduced to £2 18s. 6d. weekly.

The Minister for Works: He was not then
doing the same work.

Mr. WILSON: He was employed aa store-
man.

The Minister for Works: Then the state-
ment given to me iz untrue.

Mr. WILSON: I am giving you the facts.

The Minister for Works: I have the facts,
and I would rather take them as supplied to
me by my officers, I say that Sheppard was
getting £4. I am told that the work he was
on ceased, and the only work they could find
for him was worth not more than £2 18s. 6d.
He would not take it.

Mr. WILSON: He was reduced on the job.
Hot worda ensued between him and Mr. Law-
son. Finally the man was forced to leave hid
work, and for two months he could not get
any employment. Last night I said that Shep-
pard was not working, but I now understand
that he is working now, though not for the
department. Mr, Thomson and I went and
saw Mr. Lawson and talked with him of Whit-
tleston. The very stuff the Minister has read
out to-night is the stnff Mr. Lawson gave us
that day. I believe that in 99 cases out of
100 the Government have done a fair thing
by the wingies and stumpies. However, a
mistake has been made on this occasion. Mr.
Lawson told us it was a boy’s job. Yet after-
wards he went on to say that WhittleSton
could not carry sufficiently well. Where is
the Togic in that? Ia there to be no aympathy
with the wingies and stumpies¥ Mr. Lawson
told Mr. Thomson and me that he was pre-
pared to give this man £3 weekly, and he
asked us to adviee Whitileston to take it.
We asked would it not be better for Mr.
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Lawson to have a conference with the execu-
tive of the RS.L. and come to some uvnder-
standing. He agreed. So that case waa set-
tled. Then it came to the case of Sheppard,
Mr. Lawson was very angry, and said he
would not employ him. We asked him
whether, if Sheppard apologised, he would
reconsider the matter, and he said he would
do so. We then lett. That evening Lieut.-
Col. Denton, Capt. Carter, Mr. Lambert, Mr.
Thomson, Mr. Corboy and I went to the
meeting of the committee of the wingies and
stumpies. Sheppard was there. When we
gave him the result of our interview he said
he would not apologiss. However, we told
him that if he did not apologise, in all like-
lihood it would affect the interests of the
wingies and stumpies, and so he consented to
apologise.

The Minister for Works: I shonld have
thought more of him if he had continued to
refuse.

Mr. WILSON: But think of a man accept-
ing an apelegy from a wingy and stumpy and
then giving him a kick subsequently!

Mr. J. Thomson: The Minister for Works
does not believe in apologies.

The Minister for Worka: I do not belleve
in a man being forced to apologise.

Mr. WILSON: I do not think the Minister
for Works is himself speaking to-night; I
rather think the devil has entered into him.
We have been on this job since the l4th
August, yet we have not been able to achieve
anything. I believe the Government tried to
find & job for Sheppard, but without avail.
Here is a letter dated the 14th August from
the secretary of the Wingies and Stumpies to
Mr. Lawson—

Dear SBir—At a mecting of the executive
committee of the asaoeiation held last
Friday, during the diseussion on the prin-
ciple, as laid down by the association, that
where our members are employed they shalt
receive the full wage for the job they are
holding, irrespective of any pension they
may be rceeiving, I am directed to write
you as follows:—The cage of Sheppard was
under review, and as correspondence indi-
cated that some worda of a heated nature
had passed between you and Sheppard, he
now desires my executive to acquaint yom
with the fact that should you have felt that
anything he said was in the nature of a
personal insult, he desires to tender his sin-
cere regret.

Here is Mr. Lawson’s reply, five days later—

Dear Sir—I am in receipt of your letter
of the 14th inst. In reference to the first
paragraph thereof, I have to state it has
never heen the custom of this department
to take the amount of pension received in-
to consideration when assessing the pay
offared to members of your association.
Payment is based on efficiency, and when
men are 100 per cent. efficient——

Men who have left 20 per cent. of their flesh
in Flanders! The letter continves—

they receive pay accordingly, and pro rata

where full efficiency cannot be given. In

reference to Sheppard, I desire to thank
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your executive for their action in thé mit-
ter, and consider the incident between
Bheppard and myself closed. However, as
a returned soldier and ome with the in-
terests of returned jmen at heart, I think
it is a pity, when it is known that the bhest
possible is being done for returned soldiers,
and the fairest possible deal being given
them, that certain men do not seem to
realise this. This tends to alienate sym-
pathy, which is to be regretted, as T yield
to nobody in iy anxiety to do what is
fair and right to the returned soldier.

Mr. Lambert: If he tried to get 100 per
cent. efliciency from some of his other em-
ployecs, it would suit him much better.

The Premier: It is a lot to live up to.

Mr, WILSON: It is perhaps a storm in a
teacup, but it is a pretty big storm to those
people who at present are bufieted from one
place to another. Johs for those men are not
too frequent, and when they get in and get
a fair wage they resent the idea that, after
a year’s employment, they should be found
to be defieient. Either the department did
not do their duty in keeping him for a year,
or they forgot themselves when they sent
round to see what his pension was worth.

The Minister for Works: Suppose I had
come and put him out becanse he was a
wingy and stumpy, what would you have
said ?

Mr. WILSON: He has been put ont. T
stated the plain unvarnished fact last unight.
Tf any mistakes have been made, they have
not been made by me. There is, T feel, full

Justification for everything I said last night. -

The Minister for Works: I did not quite
understand what you said last night but,
knowing you so well, I knew where your
heart was.

Mr. WILSON: I do speak a bit Secoteh
at times, I admit. This man has been
penalised to the extent of two months’
pay. An dnjustice has been done, and it
15 up to the Government to see that this
man gets redress. I do not think I need
labour the point in urging the Government
to show sympathy with him.

Mr. LAMBERT: I regret that the Min-
ister should take these impersonal matters
persenally.

The Minister for Works: Well, be a little
fair to other men who are not here to reply.

Mr. LAMBERT: T think every considera-
tion has been shown to those otber men, I
do not know that I have ever met Mr.
Lawson,.

Mr. O’Loghlen: He is a good officer,

Mr. LAMBERT: He may be, but on the
27th July, 1922, Tehan, the timekeeper,
rang up at Loftus-street and asked the
amounnt of the man’s pension. He stated
that the man was going to be redueed
aceerdingly. On the same day Atkinson at
Burswood said a similar thing to the other
man,

Mr. O’'Loghlen: It looks like a depart-
mentzl instruction,

My, LAMBERT: Yes, an instruction that
for the future these pensions were to be
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taken into account. We will always stand
up in defence of these men if there are ovly
one or two concerned.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I wish you would
fight for the widows and orphans who are
suffering the most. The Commonwealth
Government have not been doing their duty.

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon, member can
bring that fonward. We do not wish to
belittle the good work done by the Premier
or the Minister for Works, or even by Mr.
Lawson.

The Premicr: We do not even want our
deeds acknowledged.

Mr. LAMBERT: As Australians we claim
the right to speak for Australians,

The Premier: Keep on doing it,

Ar, LAMBERT: We say it is a callons
act for the Government to expect to get
100 per cent. efliciency from these maimed
soldiers.

The Premier: The hon. member knows
that we have never sought to take away
their pensions,

Mr, LAMBERT: On the 27th July last
two different men were notified that the
amount of their pensions wounld be taken
inte consideration in relation to their
wages, There is no need for the Minister
for Works to feel aggrieved because we
bring these matters forward,

The Minister for Works: I am npot
aggrieved for myself, but I do not want
my officers to be blackguarded when they
capnot reply.

Mr. LAMEBERT: Who has blackguarded
them?

The Minister for Works: Apparently you
are not aware of it.

Mr. LAMBERT: I have not mentioned
the engineer’s name. An error was com-
mitted in this case and it should have been
rectificd long ago. If it is possible ro

recompense these men they should be
recompensed. The Government should do
everything possible for them and show

themselves in bright contrast to the flag-
waving employers in the city who are at
preseat shirking their responsibilities.

Hon. W. Q. ANGWIN: Justice should be
done to an officcr who has done everything
he could for returmed soldiers. I once
appealed to Mr. Lawson on behalf of a man
who was out of employment. I was asked
if the man was a returned soldier and told
that otherwise he could not get a job. The
man was a returned soldier and when a
vacancy occurred he received the position,
T do not think Mr, Lawson would be hard
in his dealings with returned soldiers.

Mr. J. Thomsen: No one has said any-
thing against him,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I wish to reply
to the remarks made by the Minister for
Works regarding the shortage of water at
Fremantle. He said it was due to the
bursting of one of the mains. If that had
bLeen said at the time the people would have
known to what it was due. I have here a
stat¢ment published in the ‘‘West Austra-
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Lian’? ¢of the 11th November, headed Fre-
mantle Water Supply. It is as follows:—
Arising out of the serious shortage of
water in the Fremantle district during
the hot spell the chief engiveer of the

Metropolitan Water Supply, Mr. F, W,

Lawson, made a visit to the port yester-

day. He inspected the main source of the

town and distriet’s supply, the reservoir
on Monument Hill. It was learned that
there had been an unprecedented draw on
the reservoir during Wednesday and the
level had been reduced considerably.
During the past few days a number of
complaints have been received about the
shortage of water on the higher levels of
the town. Yesterday morning it was
- stated that one section of DBeaconsfield
was entirely without water, but a small
flow was obtained during the afternmoon.

Last night the Mayor of Fremantle (Mr.

F. E. Gibson, M.L.A.) at whose request

Mr, Lawson made his visit to Fremantle,

sa'id that an improved service had been

promised.
I make this statement to show that the re-
marka of the member for South Fremantle
agreed with the reports that appeared in
the Press, and were quite correct from that
point of view.

Capt. CARTER: So far as I know no
direct charge has heen made against Mr.
Lawson, nor any indirect charge. He is a
returned soldier and has always given
preference to returned men when the
opportunity occurred.

The Premier: That has been the case in
every department,

Capt, CARTER: 1T believe so. It is only
fair to Mr. Lawson to say there i3 no feeling
that he has done anything he should not have
done in the ease in point, The matter has
passed beyond his province.

Ttem—Assistant Engineers, £9,193:

Hon, P, COLLIER: This item embraces a
Iarge number of engineers, clerks, and cadets.
The salarics pail to some of these profes-
sional officers are low. If the Publie Service
Commissioner or the Appeal Board has failed
to avward a salary commensurate with the re-
sponsibilitics of these officers, the State must
suffer. It is not good that professional men
should be ealled upon to perform duties at a
salary insufficient for the position. It must
lead to dissatisfaction and diseontent. There
are under this item second-class assistant en-
ginéers, some of whom have heen in the ser-
vice for 26 years. One officer started in 1896,
and notwithstanding the responasibility of his
work he is now only recciving £384. Under
these enginecrs are gangers and inspectors,
men without great qualifications, but they
are actually reeeiving more salary than or
equal to the engineer in charge of the work.

Mr. Teesdale: Se much for brains.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And for professional
gkill. T am sure the Minister for Works ap-
preciates the position, and that if he had his
way no professional men would be expected
to devote a life time to the service and finish

up on a salary of £384. There is no en-
couragement for young men to study engin-
ecring at the University if they can see at
the end of a quartes of a century’s service
& salary of only £384.

Mr. Teesdale: And yet hundreds are quali-
fying to-day.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes, that is .the
trouble. The Estimates provide for four
agsistant envineers at £384, one of whom will
relieve Mr. Lawson and will have to tazke
charpge of the whole of this important public
serviee during his absence. I do not say that
even Mr. Lawson’s salary is sufficient. In
addition, there is one assistant engineer at
£512 and one at £249. In various occupations
throughout Western Australin labourers are
carning more than £6 a week and at Collie
a man can earn £6 a week for four days’
werk! Then we find that two inspeetors are
provided for at £384 each—as much as the
agsistant engincers get!

The Minister for Works: They have fairly
larpe distriets to cover.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I know that, but
there is no comparison whatever between the
work and responsibility of an engincer and
an inspector. I have done this work myself
and can carry out the work of an inspector,
but I would not be worth "“two bob’ as an
cngineer, I do not reflect upon the eapacity
of the inspectors for one moment; they are
capable men with years of experience in con-
struction work and worth the money they re-
ceive, but the position diseclosed in the Esti-
mates is highly ridieulous. It is absurd to
ask a professional man such as an cagineer
to be content with a salary as small as that
paid te a ganger in charge of 30 men, who
has practically no responsibility to shoulder.

Mr. Pickering: This i3 why we losec so
many of our local engineers.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Of course; we expect
men to bhe satisfied with such small salaries
and it is only natural that they will go to
the Enstern States and other places where
better salaries are paid. If the present sys-
tem of fixing salaries by the Public Service
Commissioner or by the Appeal Board is to
be perpetuated, the effeet will be that Weat-
ern Anstralia will lose the scrvices of her
capable professional men, particularly the
younger men. Such capable men as we will
retain will be elderly men who do not cara
about going elsewhere to start afresh, He-
cently a man was retired from the Public
Works Department, where he had rereived a
salary of £384 as a second-class engineer. He
went to the Eastern States and secured a
position on the Mildura irrigation works at
a szlary of £1,200.

The Minister for Works: I thought it was
£1,000.

Hon, P. COLLIER: In any case, that man
was retired here. ‘That shows how the sal-
aries in the East compare with those paid
here, In a small country town, a Government
architect resides. He has no résponsihility
as there are no works going oa there and yet
he receives £384 a year as well. 1 refer to
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these matiers to show the effect of our present
methed of assessing the value of the services
of professional men. I am at a loss to under-
stand uwpon what Dbasis the Public Service
Commissioner and the Appeal Board work in
fixing the salaries of professional men. A
perusal of the Estimates will disclose numer-
ous, stanees of men in clerjeal positions re-
quiring no special training or high degree of
skill, drawing salaries of from £600 to £800
a year. ‘L'heir work cannot compare in any
respect with that of engincers on £384, I can
only eonclude that this is due to the fact that
the Public Service Commissioner and the men
appointed to the Appeal Board are non-pro-
fegsional men., With all due respect to the
chairman of the Appeal Board, what does he,
as a judge of the Supreme Conrt, know about
the qualjifications required by engineers or the
salaries they should receive? On the board
with him are two laymen who know no more
about engincering than they do about as
tronomy. They seem to have an exaggerated
idea of the value of the services rendered by
other non-professional men.

Mr. Mann: The assistant rabbit inspector
gets £400.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I venture to say thers
ia not printed anywhere else in the British
Empire a2 document which contains so maay
anomalies in salaries as arc to be found in
these FEstimates. The assistant rabbit in-
apector gets £400 and the asgiatant engineer,
entrusted with important works, gets £304,
while somewhere else will be found a clerk
in receipt of £700 or £800. Take the Assist-
ant Publie Service Commissioner: His work
is important, no doubt, but after all he fills
an assistant position, the real responsibility
resting with the Poblic Service Commissioner
himself. Yet the salary of the assistant is
£804. Will anybody say this position is worth
£804, while that of an assistant engineer is
worth only £304%

The Minister for Works:
reflect on that officer.
warrying nature.

Hon, P. COLLIER: But the Public Ser-
vice Commigsioner is paid to earry the re-
sponsibility. I am not trying to under-rate
either the importance of the work of the offiec
of Assistant Publie SBervice Commissigner or
the capacity of the man who fills it. I am
dealing, not with the officer himself, but with
the office. The assistant rabbit inspector gets
£400, while a capable engineer is paid £304!
Year after year have our Ertimates shown
that the professional men in the service are
underpaid. It is only within the last year
or two that we have made an attempt to recog-
nise the serviees rendered by some of the pro-
feasional heads and granted them increases.

The Minister for Works: No doubt the
Government have professional men at very
low salaries.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Until two years ago
we were paying them £600 per annum. It is
an absurd salary as compared with the sala-
riea attached to corresponding positions in
the Eastern States where such men get
£1,200, £1,500 and even £2,000. Tt ia not as

You ought ‘not to
His work is of a very
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it was 20 or 30 years ago, when a salary of
£700 or £800 in this State was .considered
very high. To-day it is a mere nothing, as
salaries go. If we expect to get the efficient
services of highly qualified specialists, we muat,
pay them decent salaries. If we fail to do this,
we ghall be left with the duds and the drones.
The fact that the Public Service Commis-

" sioner and the Public Service Appeal Board -

fail to realise this, is my justification for
bringing up the question to-night. They fail
entirely to take into consideration the well-
heing of the State when they fix salaries like
this and expect to get efficient service, The
Public Service Commissioner and the
appeal loard declare that they classify,
not the officer, but the office. They
have done a dis-service to the Siate by
the salaries they bave fixed. In nearly
every case of appeal the professional men
failed to obtain a reclagsification and in.
ercase, whereas quite a number of other than
professional men were successful in obtain-
ing inereases up {o £100 a year. An engineer
who started at £180 has reached £384 in 26
years, That is wholly insufficient. I do not
suppoge the Minister can do anything; the
matter is not in his hands.

Mr. Money: Your argument is that if the
office is given 8 higher classification it will
attract better men?

Hon. P. COLLIER: These are qualified
men, but how can we expect them to he
satisfied if, after a quarter of a century’s
excellent service, they reach only £3841%

The Minister for Works: I wish the news-
papers and the public held the same opinion
of the officera as you do.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have always felt
that we were sweating our highly qualified
professional men. The Public Service Com-
missioners for the past 10 or 12 years have
pever awarded the salaries which such offices
should carry. If members evpressed their
views on this question, it might lead to an
elteration in the point of view of those re-
sponsible for fixing the aalaries. This
engineer, after 26 years, is getting a salary
cqual 1o that paid to an inspector or a ganger.
We have had a man in charge of important
railway construction work receiving £250 a
year, while gangers, timekeepers and others
under him have been getting higher pay.
How ecan we expect efficiency under such
conditions? This is a reflection on the know-
ledge of the tribunals respensible for fxing
such salaries. There seems to be an idea
that a man trained in the law is qualified to
assess the value of all manmer of service,
That is ridienlons. A man obtains a position
on the bench beeause of his gualifications in
law, but beeause he has attained that emi-
nence in his profession we accept him as a
comvetent judge of all kinds of occupations.

Mr. Mann: He is supposed to have a
trained mind.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, in the law,

Mr. Maon: In the Supreme Court a judge
has to zdjudicate on matters affecting dif-
ferent avoeations.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: On the evidenee pre-
sented, he has to decide whether a man is
guilty or not guilty.

Mr. Money: You agree that a man should
be qualified for the work he is Joing?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. A judge is
qualified for the work of the law. It would
ba better to have on the appeal board pro-
fessional men. Neither the Public Service
Commissioner nor his assistant is a profes-
gional man. Not ome of the three members
of the appeal board was a professional man.
I must enter my protest against asking these
professional engineers to give the sarvice we
demand of them for such & paltry salary as
£384 per anpum.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported.

BILL—ESPERANCE-NORTHWARDS
RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Returned from the Couneil without amend-
ment.

House adjourned at 11 p.m,

Legislative Council,

Thursday, 14th December, 1922,

PiGn
Bllls : Agricultaral Seeds, veport .. 2291
Dag Act Amendment, Com. 2221

Land aod I[ncome Tax Amment Amend-
ment, 2R, . 2221

- Land Tax and Tocome Tnx ea. 2280

Licanslag Act Amendmant, mmbly s meascge 2231

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (2)—REPORTS OF COMMITTEE
ADOPTED.

1, Agricultural Seeds.
2, Doy Aet Amendment.

BILL—I.AND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
(Hon, H. P. Colebatch—East) [4.35]: Inm

moving the second reading of this Bill I
should like to take the opportunity of inti-

mating to hon, members that it is now clearly
unpossible to finish the business of the session
hefore Christmas. It will be necessary for
Parliament to reassemble early in the new
year. That being the case, 1 take it that
hon. members will desire to adjourn for the
Christmas holidays at nll events a day or
two before Christmas Eve. The business that
it is important should be completed before we
adjourn is that business which will sericusly
affect the revenve of the State it it is not
completed betore the new year; that is, the
Land and Income Tax Assessuent Bill, the
Land Tax and Ingome Tax Bill, and the
Licensing Aet Amendment Bill Hon. mem-
bers will recognise that if these taxation Bills
are not completed beforc the Christmay ad-
Journment, the Taxstion Department will be
given very little opportunity of getting out
their asscssments in time for the reveuue to
come in during the finaneial year. Last
year's revenue suffered very severely for that
reason. In view of the unfortunate mistakes
which were made in the Land and Income
Assessment Act of last session, I do not
propose to ask the Council to suspend its
Standing Orders unless we find at the
¢lose that the suspension may enable us
to do in a day what would otherwise
take two days, and, further, unless we
are satisfied with what has been done.
In such cireumstances I should regard a
suspension of the Standing Orders as a
favour, and also a stcp which wonld promote
the convenience of hon. members, At all
events, we have to-day, and Tuesday, Wed-
nesday, and Thursday of next week. After
the second reading of the Bill has been
moved, and, if hon. members so desire, de.
bated, there will be time during the week-end
for the consideration of the measure, and on
Tuesday we can go into Committee.  This
Lond and Income Tax Assessment Amend-
ment Bill in the first instance embodies a
provision which was included in the tax Bill
itself last session. That is the provision re-
garding the incomes chargeable of persons
who receive incomes in the shape of dividends.,
Han. members will be familiar with that pro-
vision, Tts purpose is to ensure that where
the ineowme of a person derived from dividends
puts him on a scale which would entitle him
to pay a higher rate of taxation than the'
1s, 3d. dividend duty, he shall pay that higher
rate. I do not think there is any need to
debate the clause. It is in the snme terms
as the clause in the taxation Act of last year.
When that taxation measure was before the
House, a proviso to Section 16 was msertod
I think at the instanee of Mr, Holmeﬁ, in the
following terms:—

Provided that, in any assessment made
under this sechon, a deduction shall he
allowed for interest incurred by the person
in the production of the income derived
from Adividends.

[t will be noticed that that proviso does not
appear in the present Bill. The reason is that
last year we also made an amendment of the
Land and Income Tax Assessment Act, alter-



